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Further Correspondence respecting the Affairs of Arabia. 


Parr V. 


No.1. 
Sir N. O'Conot to the Marquess of Lansdoiont—(Reveived October 1.) 


(No, 185.) 
telegraphic) P. Constantinople, October 1, 1005, 

TOS Majesty's Consul at Bussorah, under date 30th ultimo, bas sent mo 
following :— 

"Vali has, Tloarn, made private arrangements with Sheikh of Kowelt thnt Hass 
post shall be conveyed through Koweit overland. 

II facilities having "been granted by ‘the Sheikh, the contractor will be 

established as an official of the Ottoman Post-office at Kow 

“T have informed Bushire.” 





No. 2, 
Sir N. O'Conor to the Marquess of Lansdowne—(Received October 1.) 


(No, 136) 

(Telegraphic) P. Constantinople, October 1, 1905. 
HIS Majesty's Consul at Bussorah has sent mo following telegram dated tho 

80th ultimo >— 

‘ome German engineers are, Tam informed, expected to arrive nt Koweit vid 
Bombay. ‘Their servant has already arrived to make the necessary arrangements 
An inquiry into the possibilities of railway construction is stated to be the object of 
ahoie wa) T have informe Bushir.” 

I think it would be advisable to instruct Major Knox to return as soon as 
possible to Koweit, 


No. 3. 
India Office to Foreign Office (Received October 2.) 


WITH reference to this Office letter of the Bist August, the Under-Secretary of 
State for India prosents his compliments to the Under-Secretary of Stato for Foreign 
Atiairs, and, by direction of Mr. Secretary Brodrick, forwards herewith, for the infor- 
py of a letter from the Government of India, 
‘ist August, and inclosures, relative to piracies committed in the 

‘vicinity of Bahrein by Ahimed-bin-Selman. 


Indie: Office, September 30, 190% 


[1s96) 








Inclosure 1 in No. 3. 
Government of India to Mr. Brodrick. 


t.) 
ir, Simla, August 31, 1905. 

WITH reference to his Excellency the Vieetoy’s telegram of the 22nd July, 1905, 
wwe have the honour to transmit, for your information, copies of correspondence relative 
to. rocrudscenes of praey under the leadership of Ahmed-bin-Selman in the vicinity 

rein. 

2. Aticntion fs invited to the fresh evidence of the complicity of the local Turkish 
authoritice, which bas boen accumulated since we addressed you on the 8th December 
Tast, and especially to the statement of Salem-bin-Mubarak, an escaped slave of the 

rate, corroborated in certain details by the son of the owner of one of the attacked 
is, which confirms us in our view that, Almed-bin-Selman is allowed to live undis- 
turbed in Turkish territory and to make it the base of his piratical attacks. 

At the present moment, when the Political Agent at Babrein is endeavouring to 
equire influence over Sheikh Ess, in accordance with the scheme laid before you in 
our Secret despatch, dated the 21st April, 1904, it is in our opinion highly important 
that we should be in a position to guarantee to the latter the safety of his subjects 
iil engage in maritime trade, epocaly ae the Sheikh is specifically bound by his 
‘Treaty obligations to refrain from reprisals. It is anderstood that a pro-memori was 
presented to the Porte in January last, demanding energetic measures for the suppression 
Of Ahmed-bin-Selman's piracies, as well as for the restoration to the victitns of the value 
of the property plundered ; and’ we would request to be informed whether any assurances 
fave been received in reply, or any steps taken by the Turkish Government to indicate 
that they realize the gravity of the situation. 

4, The proceedings described in the correspondence now submitted show clear 
how much the Political Officer at Bahrein is hampered by not having at his own Gepoal 
somo suitable vessel with which be ean ward off and punish such small piratical attacks 
jn the neighbourhood of the island as do not warrant an_ appeal to the Senior Naval 
Officer for the dispatch of a gun-boat, and we would therefore urge the advisability of 
supplying him at an carly dato with the special reel, to, which reference, as made in 
Our Marine despatch of the rd November, 1904, regarding the future spbere of opera 
tons of the subsidized ships in Indian waters, eee’ was haan 


(Signed) 


 T, ARUNDEL, 

H. ERLE RICHARDS. 
J, P. HEWETT, 

EN. BAKER. 

©. L. TUPPER. 


Inclosure 2 in No. 3. 
Major Cos to Government of India. 


Bushire, July 16, 1905. 
WITH reference to entry No, 14 of this offire weekly diary for the period ending 
the 80th June, and in continuation of my telegrsm of today's date, I have the honour 
ry foewna ‘a copy of the Politienl Agent's report, regarding the efforts made to capture 
3 pirate, 
I am in communication with the Senior Naval Officer, Persian Gulf, on the 
subject. 


Inclosure $ in No. 3. 
Captain Prideaus to Major Cox. 


Babrein, July 6, 1905. 

I HAVE the honour to report that the pirate, Abmed-bin-Selman, has reopened 
hie infamous career with two outrages committed on the 25th and 26th June, 1905. 

‘2. In the first case he scized a small Tarut (Ratif district) boat belonging to 
‘Hasan-bin-Abdal Amir, as it lay at anchor in Rufeah Bay, on the eastern side of Tarut 
Island, with two men asleep in it. The pirate leader was accompanied by eight other 
men, and though no violence was done to the three boatmen, they were compelled to 
‘work the boat tntil the richer prize was captured. 

'3. A fow hours before dawn the pirates weighed anchor and proceeded until they 
spied a fleet of thirty pearling-boats which had temporarily taken refuge from a gale 
Culer the lee of the reef known as Fasht-al-Jarim, a few miles north of Barein. Here, 
too, was a \ashuwa” (a fister type of sniling-boat) which had been sent out by 
a therchant of Babrein, by name Ahmed.bin-Saad Madbabaki, to buy pearls of the 
divers. 

“L, ‘The pearling-bonts were the first to leave their refuge in the early morning, and 
thon ihe pirater proceeded to attack the clevon unsuspecting occupants of the 
{ Mashura’”. ‘Too late the latter awoke to their danger, and though one of their men 
fred a abot at the pirates, the Intter were nble to reply with a volley which killed a 
youth, a son of Ahmed-bin-Suad, mortally wounded one man, who died subsequently in 
Dospital at Bahrein, and seriously injured two others. 

“The pirates then jamped on board the ** Mashuwa * and turned all the oceupants of 
it, with the exception of Yusuf, the second son of Abmed-bin-Sand, into the smaller 
Doat, while Ahmed-bin-Seloan crdered them to remain where they were until ho bad 
gone out of sight, The vietims then came to Tahrein, and the three Tarut boatmen 
Heo days later took their boat to Katif and reported the matter to the Kaimakam, |The 
Pirates took Yusuf-bin-Ahmed away with them, saying that when they had done with the 
PMachawa" be would be able to sail it back to his home. Up to this time, however, no 
farther information has been obtained regarding the fate of either Yusuf or his boat. 
The property plundered from the “ Mashuwa” {o pearls and eas is valued by Ahmed. 
in-Saad at 3,000 rupees 

%. On receiving the news of these piracies, [at once communicated with the Chief 
of Bahrein, and after some consideration it was arranged that he should fit out and man 
tree large’ Mashuwag "to go in search of the pirates, and that as the Government of 
India do not approve of the trucial Chiefs sending out boats for warlike purposes under 
any circumstances unobserved, I should accompany the expedition to see that no impro; 

7 Ses occurred, and to assiat in the eapture or destruction of the pirates if they could 
found. 

‘Tn very dilatory fashion the three boats were got ready, and on the afternoon of 
the 28th Jane I went on board, accompanied by my interpreter and the Jemadar and 
twelve sepoys of the Agency Guard. There were twenty Arabs in my " Maxbuwr," and 
about twenty-five in each of the other two. 

7. In the course of the next three days we searched the coast of the mainland from 
Dohat Ain AJ Seh to Ras Tanura, omitting the Katif Onsis, and if the wind had not 
deen extremely unfavourable we would have gone still further north, In the circum- 
tances, however, we tarned back from this point and sailed inte Katif Harbour, where 
[interviewed the Kaimakam, Ibrabiin Effendi, as related in the Memorandum which 
accompanies this Report. 1 foond the Kaimakatn very civil in his attitude, though the 
Senior’ Military Officer was inclined to be discourteous, and was very olicious in his 
inquiries as to my right to bring my three * Mashuwas " into Katif Harbour. 

One of the leading Arabs on board my vessel had a wife and house at Darein, 
the place on Tarut Island which commands the south entrance to Katif. “Opposite this 
Place, therefore, he waded ashore, and at the time of my departure from Katif be 
Peturned with the information that the Kaimakam had only seat out his search-boat 
iter bearing that I had started from Babrein, and that besides doing this he bad 
imprisoned the father-in-law of Alnmed-bin-Selman, who is a Notable of the Beni Hajir 
tribe, and was opportunely found in the town of Katif, "This fact was concealed from me 
by the Kaimakam, probably because the Sheikh would eventually be allowed to buy his 
bert. Ay etormany. alto reported that the pirates wore believed still to be in the 
vicinity of Bahrein, either oo the Katr Coast or that of Dthabaraa, south of Katif, I 
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therefore decided to retum to Babrein and to ask the Ghief to get more defnite 
information before I set out agai 

9, Sheikh Isa talks a good deal about the rapidity with which he would destroy the 
piratos if he wore given a free hand by Government, but my observations incline me to 
think that his servants are not whole hearted in their desire to fall in with them. On 
‘tho recent expedition T advised the three commanders of the “ Mashuwas” to cover as 
wide an arca as possible each day, but found that they persisted in keeping together in 
spite of all that I said. A better result would probably be obtained if a few blue- 
jackets were sent out in each “ Mashuwa" to eruise separately within defined limits for 
‘lengthened period, but even then it will be very diffiealt to prevent the pirates escaping 
ashore if the identity of our boats is suspected. Our best chance of ending the career 
of Ahmed-bin-Sclman I think lies in the Government of India setting a price of 
1,000 rupees or 1,500 rupees on his head, and if this were done I believe the desired 
‘effect would soon be achieved, as there is probably no one who would take up the quarrel 
to make a bloodfeud of it. 


Inclosure 4 in No. 3. 


Memorandum, transtation of which in Arabie wax given by Captain Prideaus to the 
Katmakam of Katif, on July 1, 1905. 


AT the requést of the Kaimakam of Katif, write the following Memorandum 
rogarding my visit to Koti: 

[ loft Babrein on the aftornoon of Wednesday, the 28th June, 1905, in company 
with three boats (“ Mashuwas”), manned by the Sheikt of Bahroin, to search for the 

irate, Ahimed:bin-Selman, on the high seas. We first proceed xonthwards, and slowly, 
ih consequence of the wads being unfavourable, worked northwards with many tackings, 
from Dolut Ala AUSch as far as Kan Tantra,” We arrived at tho latter (ace aboct 
mid-day on the Ist Jaly, and in this spaco of time only fell in with two suspicious 
Tooking " Maskawas," which, howerer, turned oat (o be innocently engaged. To-day, 
‘on account of the notth wind having increased considerably in yehemence, and as { 
found mynolf comparatively close to Katif, T decided to visit this port in order to learn 
the latent news from the Kamakam, and t6 hear the details of the first attack made by 
the pirate upon a Katif boat. 

‘On arriving in the harbour, T sent a messenger to the tandingeplace to axk permis 
ion for me to land and visit the Kaimakam, On permission. being granted t came 
ashore with n xmall retinue composed of my interpreter, the Indian officor of my escort, 
the nakhodas of the threo boats (ax representatives of Sheikh Ima), and four other men, 
their followers, who punted my bout amore 

‘The Katmakam had little information to give mo except’ that ho also bad sont a 
boat out in nonreh of tho pirate, and was inaking all possible elforts to effect hin capture. 
Ho agrood with mo of the quostion of the Turkish and British Governments being both 
equally dosirouy of patting an end to the career of this pirate, and kindly promised that 
if he ovor again heard of Ahined-bin-Selman starting out to commit pirney, ho would 
biauolf at once give me timely information. 

T availed myself also of this convenient opportanity to discuss two other subjects in 
which the Government of India are much interested, viz, the chances of the Bobail 
murderers of Sheikh Sclman-bin-Dinij being captured,’ and the claims of certai 
Banniahs for refunds of eustoms dues paid in excess. I am hopeful of considerable benefit 
aceruing to the two Governments from this personal meeting between the Kalmakam 
and myself. 


Inclosure $ in No. 3. 
Major Coz to Government of India. 


: Buahire, Jaly 30, 1905. 
TN continuation of my covering letter dated the 15th July, [have the honour to 
forvard a copy of « further communication received from the Political Agent, Babrein, 
‘on the subject of Ahmed-bin-Selman’s piracies, 
After writing his first letter, Captain Prideaux sent me, demi-offically, on the 
July some suggestions for circumventing the pirates, which were to the effect. that, 


‘2. man-of-war was available at Bushite, it might hire and take over two Persian native 
placin bloe-jaekets in them, cruise along the coast to the north and 
south just before coming in sight of Babrein. 

1 communicated his suggestions to the Senior Naval Officer Commanding His 
Majesty's ship “Sphinx,” which tad recently returned to Muscat from Bombay, and 
asked him to let me know by telegram how far he thought it might be possible to 
comply, but after reference to. bis Excellency the Commander-in-chief, be replied, on 
the 23rd, that the Admiral would not approve ; his Excelleney’s reasons in the present 
ease no doubt being (apart from the views expressed in Sir Charles Drary's lotter to 
your address of the 20th April, 1903)— 


(02) Thatit is didicult to spare Ulne-jackets from His Majesty's ships in the Gulf as 
at present manned ; 

(@,) That excessive exposure of the men to the sun cannot be avoided at this season 
of the year 


Thad received news of Sheikh Als contemplated surrender, 
again with Captain Bowman, T asked him to proceed and 
Ali, and at the same time confer with Captain Prideaux as to the 
wocedure against the pirates. The ‘Sphinx " should have arrived at 
Bahroin on the 28th inetant, 

‘Copies of the telegraphic correspondence are attached for information. 

Since. then Captain Prideaux hax inde another praiseworthy attempt to eomd in 
touch sith the pirates, but with no better success, as will be weon from his Teport now 
forwarded. 

‘4. At the conclusion of his letter, while realizing that the sappresiion of these acta 
of piracy constitutes « diffieult problem, he mentions that ho proponce to address me 
farther on the subject at an carly date, Meanwhile, it scome adviouble that I should 
not delay in placing the Government of India in posession of such details ns are 
available in ease any communications are being made to the Turkish Government on 
the aabject. 

Tn this connection, { may mention that, on hearing from Captain Prideaux that 
Ahmed-bin-Solman was abroad again, T at once communicated with His Britannic 
Majesty's Gonsal at Busora, and I sitach a copy of his roply, the terms of which do 
not, I oar, wacrant the hope that the attitude of the Turkish authorities is likely to 
take any effective tum. 

Until L receive the Political Agont’s further report, and have consulted the Senior 
Naval Olficer, whom Lexpect in a day oF (wo, I hesitate to make any specific proposals, 
‘but I woald ‘venture to express the opinion that the fact of our endeavouring to take 
prictical steps on the spot need not prevent our using this reerudescence of piracy 
under the leadership of Abmed-bin-Selman to press other important matters upon the 
‘Turkish Goverament as suggested in my letter dated the 16th July, 1005, on the 
subject of Katr affairs (paragraph 5). 

'&. In conclusion, | would draw attention fo the fuct that the statement given to 
Captain Prideaux by Ahmed-bin-Selman's escaped retainer, Salim-bin-Mubarak, makes 
it clear that the pirate (a Babrein subject) and his fainily have becn persistently 
harboured in territory claimed by the Turks, and that the gang set out on their Inst 
‘venture from Anich, which is practically Katif, where Ahmed’s family remained during 
his absence. 

We have, therefore, a very strong ease againat the Turks 3 

(Most of the places mentioned in. the i will be found in Admiralty Chart 
No, 2887 B, “ Persian Gulf, Western Sheet.) 


Tnclosure 6 in No, 3. 
fajor Coz to Senior Naval Officer, Muscat. 
a tic.) Bushire, July 17, 1906. 
"TRASD await my letter by sual, then, If powstile, prooeed iret Bohra as 
Prideaux writes that Sheikh ‘about to surrender himself. {f he surrenders, please 
Dring him over here for instructions. 
‘Bahrein is now a clean port. 


[1596] 





Tnclosure 7 in No. 3. 
{Senior Navel Officer, Muscat, to Major Cos. 


(Celegraphic.) July 18, 1905, 
four telegram 17th July receis 
Either “ Sphinx ” or " Redbreast ” will proceed Babrein after receipt of yout letter. 
May 1 be informed probable date of Ali's surrender, as by Admiral’s orders ships are to 
bbe at Bahrein as little as possible.® 


Inclosure 8 in No. 3. 
‘Major Cos to Senior Naval Officer, Muscat. 


(Telegraphic) Bushire, Suly 19, 1905. 

ALT expected to be at Babirein when you arrive, If-not you need not remain, but, 

After communicating with Prideaux, proceed on basiness mentioned in my letter by 
mail. 


Inclosure 9 in No, 3. 


Senior Naval Offcer, Muscat, to Major Cox. 


felographic.) July 23, 1905. 
Cr MUA wi i = 


Tnelosure 10 in No. 8. 
Major Cox to Senior Naval Officer, Muscat. 
Caignp hic.) Bushire, July 23, 1905, 


0 
Je roceeding Bahreln in conection with Sheikh Ali? 
iden as to best method ol ro re rates, 
doy garding pit 


Inclosure 11 in No. 8, 


Consul Crow to Major Cox. 
Bussorah, July 21, 1905. 

| HAVE daly received your lotter dated the 11th July, 10065, with reference to the 
reappearance of Akmed-bin-Selman ia Babrein waters. 

In communieating the substance of Captain Prideanx’ report to the Vali, { have 
reminded his Excellency that the pirate in question has now for many years caused loss 
and damage to the inbabitants of Babrein and the neighbourhood, and has killed many 
Fenple with impunity. In view of this lat serious occurence, F hx the 

‘ali to send stringent orders to the Mutesaarif to exert himself more than before in this 


matter, and to take suitable and cncrgetic menaures to arrest the pirate. 
at 


T have also pointed out that the Mutessarif's only reply to the many representations 
from this Consulate is that he does not know where the pirate is, but nevertheless, and 
about the same time, he killa and robs people off the coast of Katif. I added that if 
the Mutessarif would bestir himself and co-operate with Captain Prideaux in the matter, 
perhaps some more satisfactory result might be obtained, 


‘ An threo of His Majesty's ships ware suppose to have contracted beri-berithere.—P. ZC. 


Inclosure 12 in No. 3. 


Captain Prideaus to Major Coz. 
Bahrein, July 22, 1905. 

WITH reference to my letter dated the 6th July, 1905, on the subject of the 
pirate [Ahmed-bin-Selman, T have the honour to report that, in consequence of the 
receipt of authentic news that the boat of Abmed-bin-Saad Madhabaki had been seen 
in Dobat Dthalum, I started out a second time with two  Mashnwas,” hired and manned 
by the Chief, on the afternoon of the 15th instant, 

2. Our informant bad said that it would be possible, if we found the pirates still in 
the place indicated, to land a party behind a cape which frm one ofthe aides of the 
bay, unobserved by the pirates, with a very good chance of taking them in rear as well 
as in front. 

3. To this plan my Arabs bad agreed before starting, but I subsequently found that 
they bad no intention of earrying it out, and when the time came for action they asked 
me if T wished them all to be killed. ‘Their one idea again was to show themselves as 
strong as possible, in order, if possible, to induce the pirates to abandon their boat and 
prisoners without firing a shot. 

4. We entered the bay of Dohat Dthalum on the morning of the 26th, and found no 
boats there. We then sailed down the const and proceeded as far as Dobat Zikrit, on 
the western side of the Katar Peninsula. ‘There we learnt from an encampment of the 
Bedouin that Abmed-bin-Sclman had gone inland, and that the stolen boat had escaped 
to Bahrein, We accordingly started back for Manama, which we reached on tho 18th 
instant, 

5. Since my return I have seen Yusuf, the son of the owner of the stolen boat, and 
Salim-bin-Mubarak, the follower of Ahmed-bin-Selman, who assisted in bringing the 
bout to Bahrein. "A copy of the latter's recorded statement is attached tor your 
information, the account of events since the capture of the boat being corroborated by 
‘Yusnf-bin-Sand, 

6, It is evident the pirates are befriended by the majority of the Bedouin— 
Beni Hajir and Al Morra—who frequent the Dthaharan (Hass) and Western Katar 
coasts, 

Until the attitude of both the Turks and Sheikh Esa towards these people ix 
materially changed, there is little chance of piracy being stamped out. T propose, 
therefore, to address you further on this subject at on early date, in a letter dealing 
rainy withthe ease of the marder of Sheith Selman-bin-Diai) by the Behaih seston of 
the Al Mora, 


Inclosure 18 in No. 3. 
Major Coz to Government of India. 


Bushire, August 2, 1905, 
I HAVE the honour to forward the statement which was received as an inclosure 
to Bahrein letter dated the 22nd July, 1905. 
2. T have to express regret that, owing to an oversight, it was omitted to forward 
this aement with this Office letter, dated the 0th July, to whieh it should bare been 
‘a nab-inclosure, 


Inclosure 14 in No, 3. 


Statement of Salem-bineMubarak, Negroid enslaved Servant of Ahmed-bineSelman, the 
Pirate. 


1AM a freo-born native of Wadi Dowasir in Contral Arabia, and was kidnapped 
from there some years ago, when out collecting grass, by = party of the Al Morm, 
tae te sold me to the Beni Hajir, and they passed me on to Abmed-bin-Selman as 
slave, 

My master is married to the sister of the Chief of the Al Mohammad,° Sheikh 
Mabammad.bin-Madthi-bin-Taza, During the winter months he lives with his wife's 
relations in the desert between the Hasa Oasis and the coast, 


* One of the two great clans of the Beai Haji tribe, 
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On the Ist day of the month Rabi-al-Thani (4th June, 1905), my master set out 

‘on his piratical adventures from the encampment at Tubaat in the desert and came to 

‘Anich on the edge of the Katif Oasis with his family, myself, and seven men, who bad 

ised to join him in his nefarious work. Many of the Beni Hajir also came to 

‘and some went to Burin ostensibly for the purposes of saluting Sheikh Isa and 

selves as pe 

‘men who joined Ahmed-bie-Selman tro belonged to the Al Jabir 

(section of Al Morra), one’ to the Al Fahaida (scetion of Al Morra), three to. the 

Sahama (Boni Qahtan), and one to the Al Mubammad (Beni Hajie). ‘There were only 
three rifles and onc sword amongst the whole party. 

lod hia family at Anich, and be and I remained there six 

xprend themselves along the coast Tooking for a boat that 


mni-bin-Tara, cousin by marriage of my master, told us 
rut Island, and the whole party of nine of 
us accordingly left Anieh at sunset, ronched Rofoab in'two hours, awam off to the boat, 
‘and eucvessfully seizod it ns the boatmen wore asleep. We eniled at onco towards 1 
cant, aud In the morning found Abmed Madhabaki's * Mashawa™ near the reef Fasht- 
al-Jarim, Abnmed-binHolman oponed fre, killing one man, who fell into the sea, and 
wounding others, who were soon rolling about in tho boat. "We then boarded the boat, 
put tho wounded men into tho smaller ono with the boatmen who belonged to it, and 
timed them adrift. Thon we returned to the Dthabaran enast and ane 
Dilialuen, From there my master sent men to Katif for mews as to the netion tal 
the Katif and Rahrein Governments 
He first hoard that his wife's uncle Tamicbin-Toxa had been arrested by the 
furks. He nccontingly suromoned his family from Avich, and ou thelr arrival on two 
Sale he vot sall with’ them and HW whole party, tncloding focr prisoners, for Dobat 
Salva, ‘There he heard about the threo Habrein bouts being out in search of him, and 
thoroupon ho loft mo and two other mon in chargo of tho boat and the captives, while 
ho himself took hia family and booty inland to the oneampment of tke Al Mubammoad 
Sheik, Mubammad-binsMadthi-bin id ried fo geet more ten to join him i 
piratical carver. Soeing my ehanco ade T joine 
Aad and the other prisoners in throwing 0 the sea, and when they 
‘got hold of the small jolly-boat which belongs to the “ Mashuwa,” we cut the rope and 
railed away leaving them behind 
‘The prinelpal person who gives Ahmod-bin-Selman news about Baliein ts Tamed 
bin-T'ami, a brother of Ahmed, and son of tho Sheikh who bas been imprisoned hy the 
‘Turks. ‘This man is a frequent visitor to Rahrein and ita Chiof, with whom he contrives 
to be on good terms, 
Recorded on the 22nd July, 19906, 
(Signed) P, B. PRIDEAUX. 


No. & 


‘The Marquess of Lansdorene to Sir N. O'Conor. 
(No. 846.) 
Sir, Foreign Office, October 2, 1905. 
THE Turkish Ambassador spoko to me again to-day upon the subject of the 
presence of His Majesty's ship “Fox” at Hodeida. I told his Excellency that since 
my conversation with him on the 29th ultimo « report bad been received from the 
naval authorities at Aden to the effect that the terms agreed to included the payment 
‘of claims for compensation, the capture or destruction of the pirate boats, and a 
written assurance that punishment should be inflicted upon the guilty persons. I told 
his Excellency that I had learned with satisfiction that the “Fox” had been 
supported by Turkish gunboats and troops. I understood that some of the pirates’ 
strongholds hnd been captured, but that others were still strongly held, and would 
shortly be attacked. His Excellency said that he bad understood from my previous 
AMatement that we had already obtated the ratisfstion of our demands 
am, &e. 
(Signed) LANSDOWNE. 








No, 5. 


‘The Marquess of Lansdowne to Sir N. O'Conor 
(No. 48) 
Sir, Foreign Office, October 2, 1905. 

WITH reference to my despatch No. 269 of the 1th August, I ‘transi 
herewith copy of a letter from the India’ Office, inclosing a despatch from the 
Government of India relative to the arrangement to be made on the Aden frontior.* 
In this despatch, and the correspondence attached to it, tho permanent appointment 
of a Political Officer a} Dthala is recommended. 

Mr. Brodrick concurs in the proposal, and suggests that the Turkish Government 
should be invited to agree to an arrangement under which the offleer in question 
Should be made the intermediary for communications ‘respecting border disputes 
between the authorities on the British and Turkish sides of tho recently demarcated 
frontier of the Aden hinterland. 

‘Mr, Fitemaurice, in ph 2 of his Memorandum of the 8th August, copy of 
which was forwarded to your Excollency in my despatch above mentioned, anticipated 
that considerable difficulties might be thrown in the way of this arrangement by the 
‘Turkish local authorities, and, before replying to the India Office, I should wish to 
‘ave your opinion on the proposal, eee 

am, te, 


(Signed) LANSDOWNE. 


No.6 
Foreign Office to M. Carignani. 


Sir, Foreign Office, October 2, 1905. 

WITH reference to M. Pansa's note of the 17th July last, T have tho honour to 
inform you that His Majesty’s Ambassador at Paris has now received and forwarded to 
me the reply of the Fronch Government to the representation made to them by 
His Majesty's Government in February Tas, respecting the alleged trafic in arn 
at Jibu 

According to this communication, the Governor of the Fronch Somali Const has 
reported that the strict watch kept by'the local authorities has failed to bring to light 
any act of contraband at Jibuti, and’ that the Decrees in regard to the suppression of 
snuggling are being scrupulously carried out, 

"fp these circumstances tho Prench Government consider that it is unnocessaty to 
issue fresh rogolations in the matter. 

Tahould bo glad if you would bring this reply to the notice of the Italian Govern- 
ment, with 2 roquest that His Majesty's Goverament may be favoured with any 
ghmeryations which they may have to mako in regard wo the attitude adopted by he 
Fronch Government 

Tam, &. 


(Signed) LANSDOWNE. 


No.7. 
Foreign Office to India Office. 


7 ign Office, October 2, 1905, 

1 AM directed by the Marquess of Lansdowne to inclose, for the information of 
the Secretary af State for India, copy of a telegram from His Majesty's Ambassador 
‘at Constantinople,t repeating information received from Bussorah to the effect that 
German engineers are expected to arrive shortly at Koweit with the object of inquiring 
into the possibility of railway constra 

Lord Lansdowne would be obliged if this telegram could be repented: t0 the 
Government of India with 3 request that they will report as son as possible as to the 
alleged departure of Gennan engineers from Bombay, and his Lordship would further 


* Soe Part 1V, No. 69. 1 Nae 
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suggest that if the report is confirmed, Major Knox should be instructed to retarn at 
‘once to Koweit. 

It is understood that Major Knox left England for Bushire last week, and it ssems 
to Lord Lansdowne important that Major Knox should, if possible, reach Koweit before 
the German engineers. 

Tam, &e. 


(Signed) " T. Hl. SANDERSON. 





No. &. 
Sir N. O'Conor to the Marquess of Lansdowne.—(Received October 4.) 


(No. 137.) 

(Telographic.) P. Constantinople, October 4, 1996, 
MY telegram No. 134, 
Piracy in Red Sea. 
Following rocoived from Vice-Consul, Hodeldah, to-day — 


“Have returned in His Majesty's ship ‘Fox,’ through whose co-operation 
‘Turkish troops captured ten pirate boats, which we have broaght back. 

“Having found strong pirate nest with many vessels, have retumed for 
reinforcements. 

“A. sottlement. of both olaims for compensation has been reached, and local 
authorities have given mo an assurance in writing that they will arrest culprits, who 
shall ho panisbed within two monthe. 

"Tam sending by post further dota 


Vico-Consul, that ns he has satisfactoril 


‘Tho matter has, T consider, been well done by both Captain and Consul. 





No. 8° 
India Office to Foreign Office {Received October 5.) 


THE Under Secrvtary of State for India prewents his compliments wo the Under 


Scoretary of Stato for Foreign Affairs, and, by direction of corvtary Brodrick, 
forwards herewith, for the information of the Secrotary of State, copy of a telegram 
to the Viceroy, dated the 3rd instant, relative to the report that German engineers are 
expected at Koweit to inquire into the possibility of railway construction 


India Office, October 8, 1908. 


Tnclosure in No. 8*. 
‘Mr. Brodrick to Government of India. 


India Office, October 3, 1905. 


Koweit to make arrangements for their stay. Have you any confirmation of the 
nt? 
Should report be correct, it would be well for Knox to roach Koweit before the 
Germans, if possible. He is due to arrive at Bombay about the 12th instant. 





u 


No.9. 
India Office to Foreign Office —(Receiced October 6.) 


‘THE Under-Scoretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under- 
Sceretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and, by direction of Mr. Secretary Brodrick, 
forwards herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, copy of a telegram 
to the Viceroy, ‘dated the 29th September, relative to the Muscat Arbitration 
Award. 


India Office, October 5, 1905. 


Inclosure in No. 9. 
Mr, Brodrick to the Government of India. 


(Telegraphic.) P. September 
M. LARONGE has just started for Muscat to take up his post 
overnment have instructed him to cultivate most friendly rolatious with his British 
gues, and to co-operate loyally with tho latter with a view to the settlement of 
any difloulties that may ariso in Oman. Similar instructions should be given to His 
Majesty's Consul, in accordance with a wish expressed by the French Government. 





No. 10, 
India Offce to Foreign Office (Received October 6) 


Sir, India Office, October 6, 1905. 

1 AM directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 2ad instant, 
incloning copy of a telogr 136, from His Majesty's Atabassndor at Con- 
stantinople on the subject of a report received by him that German euginvors are 
expected shortly at Koweit to investigato tho pomibility of railway construction there. 

Tn rep 10 inclose copy of a telegram which, in accordance with the request 
contained in yo haw been addressed to the Go 1g horn 

, epart 
e, reach Koweit before the German 
Captain Knox’ ix expooted to reach Bombay about tho 12th 


Mr, Brodrick observes that your letter under roply deals only with the question 
of the action to be taken in the event of the report ax to the Germuts engineers proving 
true. He sould suggest, for the consideration of the Marquess of Lansdowne, that 
Captain Knox should in ‘any case be instructed to proceed to Koweit on his arrival in 
the Porsian Gulf. This course appoars to be contemplated in Sir N. O'Canor's despatch 
No. 637 of the 18th September, on the subject of the evacuation of Bubyan Island by 
the Turks. A further reason which appears to make C 1 Knox’ presence at Koweit 
arrangement, rported in Sir N. O'Conor's telegram of the Ist instant, 
nt of a Turkish postal official at Koweit 

Tf the return of Captain Knox to Koweit is approved, Mr, Brodrick will request 

the Goverment of India to call ention to the views expressed in Sir E. Gorst's 
lotter Of the %h August as to 1 y ajenty's ( wt in respect of 
Babyan Island, and to the instr the subject contained in the telegram to 
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No. 11. 
‘The Marquess of Lansdowne to Sir N. 0'Canor. 


, Foreign Office, October 6, 1905. 

A CON 5 Ambassador in connection 
with the Hodeldah pirates referred to in your telegram No, 137 of the 4th instant. 
His Excellency says that the Commander of His Majesty's ship “Fox” has insisted 
on a largo Turkish force being sent to punish the pirates, and, failing such action, has 
threatened to send British troops. ‘The immediate withdrawal of the “Fox” is 





No. 12. 
Sir N. O'Conor to the Marquess of Lansdowne—{Received October 8.) 


No, 140.) 
folographic.) P. Constantinople, October 8, 1905. 
YOUR Lonlship's tclogram No. 180 of the 6th instant, 
Red Sea piracy ease. 
T had received similar complaint from Porte, and telegraphed therefore on the 
th instant to Vice-Consul, Hodeidah, for explanations. 
No answer yet received. T rotiinded Porte, however, that it was agreed that 
pirate boats shoulil be destroyed, if and when captured. 


Na 1, 
Sir N, O'Conor to the Marquess of Lansdowne. —(Received October 8.) 


(So, 141.) 
(Telographic.) P. Constantinople, October 8, 1906. 
LED Bea pimey ease. 
My telegram No. 140, 
Following just recived from Mr. Richardson, Hodeidah = 


“ Your Excellency’s tologram of to-day and my telegram of ad instant. 

“Proposal to request ruinforvemonts emanated from Commandant of Turkish 
troops deputed to capture pirates. 

“ We have eaptured twenty-six vessels, which will be burt early to-morrow. 

‘THis Majesty's ship ‘ox snils this evening, satisfactory settlement on all points 
being now amicably arrived at.” 





No. Ut 
Sir N. O'Conor to the Marquess of Lannlowne.—(Received October 9.) 


(So, 687,) 
My Lord, ‘Therapia, October 3, 1905. 

SINCE I had the honour to address my despatch No. 036 of the 18th ultimo to 
your Loniship, inclosing copy of a despatch fom, His Majesty's Vice-Consal at 
Hodelda, giving an account of the recapture by the Turkish troops of the town of 
Sanaa, very little information hax been received as to the progress of the military 
operations in the Yemen. 

An official communiqué published in the “ Tkdam " on the 2nd instant, gives the 
substance of a telegram aldresed ty Marshal Feiai Pasha to the Grand Visiee on the 
‘28th ultimo, announcing that the fattalions of troops marching from Tuax, entered 
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the town of Yerim, centre of the knza of that name, in the ‘Toax Sanjak, on the 
ind ultimo, without encountering any form of resistance, and adding that the 
inbabitasts had hastened to proffer their submission and pray for the Sultan’s 
welfare. 
L have, & 
ed) B. O'CONOR. 





No. 15. 
India Office to Foreign Office. (Received October 11.) 


for India prosents his compliments to the Under- 
= Affairs, and, hy direction of Mr. Secretary Brodrick, 
forwards herewith, for tho informat tary of State, copy of inclosures in 
letters from ign Secretary to tho Goveramont of India, datod the 24th 
and the ber, relative to the Muscat Arbitration Awaril 


India. Office, October 10, 1905, 


Tnclosuro 1 in No, 16. 


Mojor Gey to Government of India. 
(Confidential) 
Sir, Muscat, August V5, 1905. 
T HAVE tho honour to acknowledge the receipt this day of your telegram dated 
the th instant, and, as tho mail for Bushiro loft yesterday, beg to nubmit the 
ew remarks (0 
o French Vieo-Consul received the torms of the Award fro Paris threo dayx 
ago, and ot once visited Hie Highnos the Sultan, whor he informed, without 
explaining the terms at any length, that the British’ aud French Goveruments had 
agreed. that the satu quo was to be wnintained wutll the arrival of M. Laronce in 
Ostober next. He then came to this Consulate and told me the samo story, adding 
that I would no doubt. re ructions accordingly, Tho fact ix that M. Hillecooq 
in ntennoly dinguated with the rowult of tho arbitration, and doos not wish to be 
‘employed in auy readjustinent of tho situation, 
3. L fear that it will be diffienlt to ascertain the dator of tho grunt of all the faye, 
and I foresee the samo obstacles which we encountered in our efforts to obtain 
how owners. I will endeavour to forward a statement by noxt 


4. With reference to the terms of the Award, T would aak whether, in tho caso of 
ho wero not, under French. prote ovine 
ly hor fu bafore the 2nd A authorization ix held to havo 
boon given in respect of (L) all the dhows ‘possnsvad by tho owner, or (2) partioular 
dhows oly; and, if the latter, whether a dhow which has been destroyed or: become 
worn out is allowed to be od and the French fag transmitted to it. From 
paragraph (2) of the Awan, I infor that authoriaation ix held: to bo in « general sense, 
whereas paragraph ly points to its being considered to relate 10 cortain’ dhows 
only, Beyond this the terms prosent ¥ 40 mo excopt. that the inyiolability of 
the authorized dhows in the ferritarial waters of Oman, might load occasionally. to 
unpleasant inci not, however, anticipate any troahla, either Jar anywal or 
ty successnrs, 4M. Laronen remains in Muscat, Paragraph (6) in most 
excellent, covering as it does by far the most important point 
5. Tinay observo that tho Awanl is Yory favourably rogarded in, Museat, and. His 
Highness the Sultan has already expressed his satiafaction at tho general rosult of 
arbitration 
cunt ERY of this letter will be forward to the Political Resident. in, the Persian 
Thave, &. 


(Signed) " W. G. GREY. 


E 
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Inclosure 2 in No. 15. 


Major Grey to Government of India. 
(Confidential,) ager x 
Sir, Muscat, Auguat 29, 1905. 
UNDER instructions from the Political Resident in the Persian Gulf, have the 
honour to submit, for th 


taken in regard to the Arbitration Award, with 
nsul's visit to the Sultan, already reported by me, 
and my explanation of the terms to His Highness in accordance with the i 
of tho Seormtary of State 
Thave, &e. 
(Signed) W. G. GREY. 


Views of the Terme of the Award, 


Povagroph 1.—Requires no remark. 

Paragraph 2.1 infor, from “oreners of dhows who have,” Se., that 
tho authorization bolonge to the ownery, Whereas paragraph 5 gives another impression = 
hence the question contained in my letter dated tho Lath instant 

Paragraph 3.—1 think ther are only two Omani subjects who will be able to 
‘establish a claim to having beon under French protection prior to 1863, 

Paragraph 4,—L fear that awkward inc of thie Concession, will 
bo of occasional oceurrence=for example, much ae that which took placo-in April i 
roported by Major Cax in his letter dated the 11th April, 1003. 

Paragraph Gf thin ix inclusive of (1) succession, and (2) replaces 
worn-out or devtroyed dhow, it means that the whole bnoxinowe will gradually di 

Paragraph (ils extremely natistuctory, aud will. go far towards enabling: Hix 
Highuos the Sultan to exercise that anthority nt Sir which lax boon paralyzed for so 
long. 

‘The tonws of this Awand 1 hold, with tho exception of clause 4, to. be in favour of 
Hi Majonty's Covorament, aud it would soem that, if the practice docs not die ont of 
itself, the advantages tobe gid by tho Aube from the ne of « forvign flag woul, in 
consequence of increasing danger in the Slwvo Trade, hardly make it worth whilo for 
them to retain it. On this account His Highness the Sultan expects that many of them 

, before long, wish to give up their authorization of their own accord. 


‘Steps to be taken locally, 


1 havo already givon by telegraph thé opinion that, both for the sake of peace in 
the {ature and with the object of having an arrangement made which will prevent 
dloubtful and disputed points cropping up afterwards, it would be bettar to induce the 
Fronch Goverament to agree to a nutual settlement being come to locally. 

Tf this in impossible, it ia not easy to nee what had better be done without French 
‘stistance. His Highness the Sul 
prefer to let the new state of things be announced to tho Sir coranunity by his Wa 
there, and to seo what the revalt vill be. Ho is of opinion that many of the flag- 
holders will want to give up their flags at once, but that others will still hold out and 
rofnve to recognize onlers from any one but the French Consul. ‘The question of 
coercion on Is Highew’ part will then have ta be consi dored 

His Highness has asked mo whether hie will now be allowed to nceopt flags, &e. 
from those wishing to give then up. T presume, as all question of their not being hia 
smbjects in removed, the reply is an affirmative om 

After a settlement as regards the names of authorized persons and their boats has 
been arrived at, the following difficulties sell necessarily remain -— 

(1) The possibility of mauthorized persons taking ont flags and papers jn the 
names of authorized flag-holders. es pt 

(2) The possibility of authorized Mag-holders lending, giving, or otherwise 
Aisposing of their flags or boats to unauthorized persons. 
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To provent (1) we shall reqnire from the French an assurance that they will not 
issue renewal of authorization without careful inquiry, and with reganl to both, a 
Proclamation should be issned by the Sultan threatening offending parties with severe 
penalties. In my wrrangement has been made with the French with 
regard to the names, &c., no Proclamation should be issued by the Local Government. 


Dates of the Grant of Flags to those on the French Lisl, Se. 


‘Tho attached statement is the quiry mado from Saris, and I think may 
bo considered substantially Where the flags were obtained in the first 
instance I have been unable to discover, i.e. a8 regards cach separately. Tt appears 
that only two of d ers have any right to be cansidered French protégés according 
to the terms of the Award, and the case of one of thone I consider to be very doubtful. 

Jn the opinion ofthe Sultan of Muscat and that of every pero from whom Th 
made inquiries on the subject, there are no subjects of His Highness holding French 

gs whose names are not in the attached list. I thought it possible that there might 
be some more who have been, or who claim to have been, under French protection prior 
to 1863, but the inference from lines 23 and 24 of p.7 af the French, Caso appears to 
be that all tho Omani flag-holders are included in the list, Should the Fronch bring 
forwan any more, T think it will be possible to collect sufficient evidence to decide 
the cases. 


‘Naotes taken from the Revised List put in by the French with their Counter-Case. 
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No. 16, 
Foreign Office to India Office. 


Sir, Mo 

7 Foreign Office, October 11, 1905, 

TAM direoted by the Marquoss of Lansdowne to acknowledge 

comet the Gth instant relative K bis ipa hace is g ahah i at 
Lord Lansdowne conoure in Mr, Urodrick’s proposal that ptain Kno 

Kowoit on hiv arrival in the Porvian Gulf, and that his attention called to the 


orroxpondance regarding Bubian Island, 1 
erro ding Bubian Inland, mentioned in the last paragraph af your 


Lou 
(Signed) “T.-H, SANDERSON. 





No. 1%, 
India Office to Foreign Offiee—(Received October 12.) 


Sir, 
|." WIT reference to provious correspondence yo aot th hes Teta 
Commiasion, Lam dirvcted by Mr. Secretary Todrick to inclos, for the information 
the Marys of Lamon, a copy of ter fo the Governmant of In 
tniting 4 urice'x final Report, with accompaniments, aut improved copies 
He mapelgssh ty weteoniaiions en es Ne meee ome 
ie views citer by His Msjovty« Government with regard the services 
rundored by the snimunicated 40 the Government of India in 
Mr. Brodrick's Secret Raga tons ty encore te wen = 
exprowed. by Tord Lanilowne in Mr. Villiers’ Yeuer of the dh January Inst 
fr. Brodrick concurs in thé appreciation expressed by the Goverment of India of the 
patience and ability dinplaye by Mr. Fitamaurice during the final stage of the 
negotiations at Constantinople, and T am to suggest thot, if Lard Lansdowne agrees ix 
this view, Mr, Fituraanrien should be informed accordingly. ; 
Tam, &e 
(Signed) HORACE WALPOLE. 


Inelosure 1 in No, 17. 
Government of India to Mr. Brodrick 


Simla, September 14, 190% 


Sir, 
pies of the map which has been 


WE have the honour to forward he 
prepared for use by the British and Turkish Governments in ratifying the Aden 
malary settlement completed in April last,” together with a copy of a lettor from the 

nt at Aden, forwarding the final Report of the British 
last April by tho latter and his Turkish 


which is in four sheets, is an improved version of that already signed 
id ‘Turkish Boundary Commissione py of which hos already 
ma direct from Aden: tt it does ter in any 
fcountial particulars, Six copies of the map have been sent direct to tis M 
Ambassador at Constantinople for his ase and that of the Turkish G 


cob of the 10th November, 1904, we have already drawn attenth 
the valuable work dono by Mr. Fitzmaurice in connection with tho delimitation 
proceedings; that officer is now, in our opinion, entitled to further credit for the 
Patience and ability displayed by him while seconding on the spot Sir N. 0’Conar's 
Successful negotiations at Constantinople, 
We have, &e, 
(Signed) CURZON, 
R. ELLES, 
A. 'T, ARUNDEL, 
H, ERLE, RICHARDS. 


——___—_—— 


Inclosure # in No, 17, 


Mr. Brodrick to Government of India. 
(Secret) 
My Lard, India Office, April 7, 1905, 

T HAVE considered the Secret letter of your Excelloncy's Government in the 
Foreign Department, dated the 10th November Inst, forwarding, with a review of the 
Faults them accomplished, the Resident's Report ‘on the proceedings, of the Adon 

fmitation Commission, and submitting to tho notice of Hix Majesty's Government 

1 by the officers concerned in the demarcation, 

Since the date of y agreement has been arrived at with the Porte 
which should load to an early settlement of the remaining section of the line from 
Sheikh Murad to Mudarita in’ respect to which unexpected delays have arisen owing 
tb the attitude of the Turkish Government, The work of delimitation from the saa to 
the Wadi Bana will then be completed, and a definite frontier laid down between the 
Turkish dominions and the territories of the Subsihi, Haushabi, and Amiri tribow 
under our protection. 

‘his Majesty's Government, while appreciating the difficult and complicated nature 
of the work intrusted to the Resident and the Commissioners, regret that it has be 
prolonged by the cuss mentioned in your despateh under reply They concur in the 
Faw expressed by your Excellency of the services rendered hy Genoral Maitland and 
by Colonel Wahab, Mr. Fitzmaurice, and the officers employed in ube work of the 


delimitation. 
Lhave, &. 
(Signed) ST. JOHN BRODRICK. 
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No. 16. 
Sir N. O'Conor to the Marquess of Lansdowne.— (Revived October \,) 


No. 695.) 
My Lord Therapia, October 10, 1905. 
WITH reforence:to your Lordship's despatch No. 319 of the 20th ultimo, I have 
the honour to transmit haresvith to your Lorlship copy of a despatch from His Majesty's 
at Bussorah, incloxing copy of a mply whi has roceived frum the British 
India Steam Navigation Company through their agents at Bussorah, relative to the 
proposal that the voswels of that line shoul! undertake to carry the Hass mails to and 
rom Ojeir 
Tf the arrangements inade by the Vali of Bussoruh with the Sheikh of Koweit for 
conveying the Hass mails overland through the last-named place, as roported in my 
tolograin No, 135 of tho Ist instant, arv carried into effect, I prewusme the proporal that 
the sorvice should bo undortaken by the British India Company's steamers as far as 
Ojeir or Bahroin will bo abandoned. 
Thave, &e 
wed) N. I O'CONOK 


Inolosure 1 in No. 18. 


Consul Crow to Sir N. O' Conor. 
(No, 60.) 
Sir, 
WITH refaronce 10 my No. 61 of the 10th ultimo. regard 
sorvico, I havo the honour to tranamit copy of a reply whieh I have received from the 
Brith India Company's agents on the subject, in which they otate thot their subxidiary 
Gulf steamers havo already as much to do ns they con undertake, and that unlews the 
Turkish Government aro prepared to pay a yory substantial «um, the Company are not 
anxious to take up the proposal 
To communicating the substance of the Company's reply to the Vali, I asked hin 
Fxvelloncy to inform me what the Turkish Government wero willing to pay for the 
wo and from Ojeir, and the promised to do so, aGer consulting with 
Diroctor of Posts and ‘Tolegrap 
¢ received no communication from the Todian Government on the subject, 
» from the Dritiah Resident at oshire that the question has been referred to 
J that, in hia opinion, it would be inexpedient to bave the steamers 
the Katif run, 
Ho recommends that tho British India should carry the mail from Bussorah to 
and the Turkx keop a mail vailing-boat and mail officer to ply regularly 
Ojcit and Bahrein. ie chinks it ullkely that the British India could or would 
in Ojeit as a port of all, owing to the shoal water all round that part of the const, 
from the answer of tho Rritish India Company's agonts that they will aak more 


than the Turks are prepared to pay for the service. 
T have, &e. 
(Signed) FP. B GROW 


Inclosure 2 in No, 18. 
British India Steam Navigation Company to Consul Crow. 


Bunsorok, September 9, 1905, 
PROPOSAL to convey Turkish mails to and from Ofelt 
Referring to previous correspondance on this subject, we now have the honour to 
inclose copy of our Bombay agents’ letter re above. 
‘We have, &e. 
(Signed) (CRAY, MACKENZIE, axv Co., 
Agents. 
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Inclosure $ in No. 18, 
British India Steam Navigation Company to Meserr. Mackenzie and Co. 


Dear Sirs, Bowbay, August 80, 1905. 
REFERRING to yours of the 10th instant, the Managing Agents inform us they 
have been in correspondence with the Director-Genoral of Post Olliees in India on the 
same question. They consider the subsidiary Gulf steamers have no was much to do as 
they can overtake, anil unless the Turkish Government are willing to make a very 
sabstantis t for the required services, they are not auxions to take it up 
El Hassa coust 18 very incomplete, and there are, therefore, con- 
westions for consideration which will be brought forward through the official 


Yours, &e 
MACHINON, MACKENZIE, avn Co, 
Agevt 





No, 19, 
India Office tw Foreign Office. ~ (Reevived October 18.) 


THE Under-Sooretary of Stato for Indis presents his compliments to the Under- 
Seorotary of State for Foreign Affairs, and, by dirvotion of Mr; Sooretary Trodriek, 
forwards horowith, for the information of the Secrotary of State, copy of a telegram to 
the Vicwroy, dated tho 120i October, relative to the return of Captain Knox to Koweit. 


India Office, October 17, 1908, 


Inclosure in No, 19. 


Mr. Brodrick to Goverament of India 
October 12. 1905, 
to my tologram of the 3rd instant. Knox ahould in any 
it immediately. 1 request, however, that you will call hin attention 
atained in my telegram of ‘the 17th’ Angst Inst, and to th 
th August from the Foreign Oillee, copy of which wax inclosed in Pol 
is letter of tho 25th ide 





No, 20, 
India Office to Foreign Office (Received October 18.) 


THE, Undor-Secretary of State for India prosents his compliments to the Under 
Secretary of orvign Affairs, and, by direction of Mr. Secretary Brodrick, 
herewith, for the information of the Seoretary of State, copy of a telegram 

Viceroy, dated the 1th instant, relative to tho Muscat Arbitration Award 


India Office, October 17, 1905. 


(Tolegraphic.) I. October 16, 190%, 
MUSCAT Arbitration. Your of the 10th August. 

Award i, it our opiniog, gonerally satisfactory. Subject to your‘ approval, we 

to authorize Grey to invite the co-operation of M. Laronce in drawing up 

Preelamation for Galtan 12 iavos' suspuncing Yasui of Wis’ AvWitration, and also Ios df 





persons now authorized to 
course of preparation of the 
Governments, to whose apy 

Copy of letter containing opinion of Resident in Persian Gulf on the Award is being 
sent to you by mail. 





In Received October 20. 


India Offce, October 18, 1905. 
WITH referon letter of the 20th Aug 
particulars as to 3 
Uireeted by Me. Secretary Brodrick to invite the attention of the Marquess of Lansdowne 
the letter from the Goverument of India of the Stst August, containing 
nation ow the subject, supplementing that which was inclosed in the lotter from 
this Office of tho 28th August, am alo 10 inclose further papers on the subject 
received, with lutters, from the Secretary to the Government of India, dated the stat 
August and the 14th Beptember, 105, 

Mr, Brodrick will bo glad to be informed in due course of the result of the action 
which ix being taken by O’Conor in necordance with the instructions contained in 
Lond Lansdowne's despateh of the 12th Avicust last, 

Ax roganis the 4th paragraph of the letter from the Garernment of India, it will be 
remembered that the provision of a boat for the Political Officer at Babroin was 

‘od, after consultation with your Department, in the despatch to the Gorernme 
india of the Sth August, 1004, Subsequently, however, the Government of India, in 
cir despatch in the Marine Department, of the 3rd November, 1005, to which they 
ccommended ax an alternative proposal that a Tightadraught vemsel should be 
ti pol atl banks in tle vie lable for 
nervice in the erooks and ile has beon referred 
to the Admiralty in connection with the question, now under consideration, of the 
renewal of tho ateaijgements for the maintenance of the aubsidized ships of the Royal 
Navy in the Gulf; and no action can be taken in the matter tll the general question 

thas beon settled. 

In these cireumsiances, Mr. Brodrick has informed the Government of Lodia by 
Lelograph that, if it appears to them undesimble to postpone the provision of a vessel at 
Balieln till a decision can be arrived at on the general questiog, they are at liberty to 
place at the disposal of the Political Agent a boat sich as that already sanctioned, 

Tam, dc. 
(Signed) HORACE WALPOLE. 


nclosure 1 in No. 21, 
Major Coz fo Goverment of India. 


(Telographic.) Hushire, August 23, 1905. 
PIRATE AHME!-BLN-SELMAN, Please see inclosare to Babrein letter, dated 
the 22nd July. Captain Prideaux reports that, without consulting him, the Sheikh of 
Bahrein has handed over the slave Salim Mubarak to the Kaimakam Katif, ostensibly. 
for taking of evidence; the latter, however, has imprisoned the slave, and Captain 
ee fears Crate ble 
lease urge Vali to hold Kaimakam personally responsible for the slave's safet; 

ad for hlatretara'to Bahreis, informing, if vocommry, His Majeaty’s Ambomador of 
come iidremed tothe Conga! ted to the 

(Addresied to the Consul at Bussoral, and repeated to the Goverment of India in 
the Foreign Department.) 








Tnclosure 2 an No, 21. 


Batroct from the Diary of the Persian Gulf Political Resideney for the Week ending 
August 13, 1905. 


Banu 
July 29 to August 4, 1905. 


NEWS bas come trom Katif that the Turkish officials of that place have arrested 
four Bedouins and put them inta gaol. The Chief of the Al Mubammad section of the 
Beni Hajir, Bin Madthi, Bin Zasza, with thirty or forty mon of his tribe, approached 
the Guariment forthe rlense of the men, but the Governor refuel, and mld that 
‘xould not give up the men until Ahmed-bin-Selman (vide entry No, 21 in diary for wes 
ending 30th July, 1905) was brought in, in chains, 


Tnelosure 9 in No. 21. 
Major Cos to Government of India. 


Buyhire, August 20, 1905, 
WITH reference to the correspondence ending with my lettor of the 2nd August, 

T have the honour to forward, for the information of the Government of India, copy of 

‘ letter, dated the 10th 1005, with incloware, from the Political Agent, 

Babrein, on the subject of a 

‘and his Bedouin associ 


Inclowure 4 in No, 21 
Captain Prideaus to Major Cos. 


Bahrein, August 10, 1909, 

IX continuation of correspondence} with my letter dated the 25nd July, 
1905, on the subject of the pirate Ahmed-bin-Selman and hix Bedouit 
have the honour to inclose, for your information, a copy of a staten 
‘office relating to.a fresh case of piracy committed thin time from 
tasted boat most commonly used by the pearl divers, 

ifvrmation has reached Bahrein concerning the loss of such a boat, I am 

sending copies of Nakhoda Abdal Latif.bin-Habil to the Kaimakam of 
Katif and to Sheikh Ame 


Inclosure 5 in No. 21. 


‘Statement of Abdal Latif-bin-Habib, Nokhoda of the bout of Abdallah-bin-Alwon, of Katif 
and Bakrein, recorded on August 7, 1908. 


NINE days ago wo left Katif, We were six men and one woman, and had in our 
oat 200 packages of dates consigned to the name of Ahmed-bin-Selman, » merchant of 
Rabirein, also 162 rupees eash, 43 rupees of which were sent by Abdallah-bin-Faras for 
the «ame Ahmed.bin-Selman.’ ‘The day we left Katif we met on our way, near Kaskus, 
‘a “shuei* boat which had the appearance of a pearling boat, and in which were some 
ten or trelve Bedas. Bat to our surprise, they fired at us, pulled round the sail of their 
oat and sailed fast towards us, fi 

When they got sficiendy close choy again opened dre, biting « boy same twelve 
years old, son of Isa Almukhnar, of Dalebia, with the result that he rolled down into 
the sea. 

[1596] a 





Then they jumped into our boat and wounded two of our eompany with their 
daggers, my son Jasim receiving two wounds in the face and in the hand, and Ali Al 
Hasayi five wounds, 

Afterwards the pirates put three of their men in our boat, and the rest sailed back. 
Wo went on for two days till we reached a bay. Ido not know the name of this bay. 
Never before had J seon the place, We anchored near the sea shore. 

Here the three men landed and took with them all our cash and the packages of 
dates, besides our sail-cloth, worth 100 rupees, and cooking utensils and coffee-pots, 
worth 20 rupees, and clothes of the value of 25 rupees, also the clothes of the woman 
with us, ‘They let us go, after giving us all sorts of worrics and troubles. ‘The names of 
thote three men are “Ali, Jabr, and Jabir, and all the way they were using insulting 
expressions towards us, saying that some men of their party were in gaol in Katif, that 
they would chase any boat they saw, and that they were the followers of Ahmed.bin- 
Selman, the pirate. 

We saw  sinall jolly-bost in that bay. We left there three days ago, directing 
‘var course to the north, aided by the Polaraiar. On the morning of the 6th iustant we 
reached Budeya, and on the same afternoon, Manama, 


Tnclosure 6 in No. 21 
Major Cox (0 Government of Indi 


Bushire, August 27, 1908. 
EN continuation of my letter, dated the 2nd August, T have the honour to forwand, for 
the information of the Government of India, a copy of a letter, with inelon i 
the Political Agent, Babrein, reports the committal of another piracy, not actually by 
Abmed:bin-Selman himself, but by some of his eonfederat 
T have been in communiestion with His Majesty's Consul, Bussorab, on the 
subject, and ho ix doing his best to prevail upon the Wali to canse elfective action to be 
taken in the dirvetion of the eapture of the pirate on land 
Beyond this, it in difficult to devise any efficacious plan of action. T have discussed 
the question with the Sonior Naval Officer, and he is clearly of opinion that His 
Majesty's ships at prosent on the xintion ean have little hope of success of running the 
pirate to ground, owing to the difficulty of navigation in the shoal waters of the Katif 
and Kate coasts 
3. Hy the employment of an armed dhow or sea-going launch, there would be a 
much better chance of putting a stop to the piracy, but for the former, his Excellency 
the naval Commander-in-cbief is unable to arrange, and the latter is not yot availabl 
4, Lhavo informed the Senior Naval Officer that, at all events, the proseace of a 
ship in tose watere is likely to haye n deterrent effect ; but at the present moment 
nay be diffienlty in xending one, " Redbreast ” is detached 
for work in the Shattcl-Arab ; Hix Majesty phinx” has had a good deal of 
‘sickness on board, and requires a change to Karachi, and Hix Majeaty’s ship” Lapwing ” 
i not at prosent in the Gulf, 
5 ‘Though we have not approved of the Sheikh of Bahrein axing armed dhows on 
his own account, without elose supervision, for several obvious reasons, «.g.— 


(1.) That they could not be trusted to close with a pirate dhow if they fell in 
with ity 
‘That they might even take (0 piracy themselves ; 
{ } ‘That it would be an ineonrenient precedent, of which the other Trucial Chiefs 
might endeavour to take advantage— 


1 it would be possible, theoretically, to overcome the above difficulties by letting 
hetkh Esa man the dhow, and by putting a blue-jacket and a lasear or two on board. 
The objections whieh the naval authorities would probably raise to this arrange: 
ment would he— 


(a) Neither the lasears nor the blue.jackets could understand the language of the 
Arab crew. 
(b.) Bluejuckets have no training in the sailing of dhows, and would be in the 
hhands of the Arah crow. 
.) During the peatling serson—the only time at which the arrangement would 
usually be required—it would involve great exposure to the men on duty im the dhow. 


6. That Loth in the interests of the native sea-going community and of our re 
with Sheikh Esa, the suppression of this piracy is a most important, as it is a 
dificult, question, and it has my earnest attention. 


Inclosure 7 in No, 21. 
Major Coz to Government of India. 


, _Bushire, September 2, 1905, 
IN continvation of my telegram dated the 2rd ‘August, 1905, 1 have the honour 
to forward, fc 


Captain 
Prideaux in any way before doing so, although he was well aware that the Political Agent 
was closely interested both in the piraey and in the circumstances of the slave, should 
not, in my opinion, be passed over without notice ; and I have told Captain Pridowux to 
let tho Sheikh know that I have heard with surprise of his having taken this action in 
Fespect of the slave so lightly, and without troubling to consult his Political Ayont, and 
that he should spare no effort in effecting his recovery, 

8. Apart from this, [ think we have good cause to remind Sheikh Esa that thoug! 


Inclosure 8 in No. 21, 
Captain Prideaus to Major Cos. 


Bahrein, August 21, 1908, 

I HAVE the honour to report that some nine days ago an Arab British subject, 
Mosaad-bin-Khalifa, who had just arrived here from Katif, intormed me that the escaped 
slave of the pirate Ahmed:bin-Selmon, mentioned in my letter dated the 22nd July, 

Sheikh Fat to the Kalmakam of Katif, and that he was 

Nat the Intter place. Musaad further remarked that all the 

re much dixzusted wt this treatment of a slave, who had carried no weapons, 

ho had been compelled by force to work for the pirates, and who eventually had given 

‘material assistance to the prisoners in the captured boat to escape from the custody of 

their captors, He also said that Sheikh Esa himself by such action wae considered 

to have broken the traditional customs of the Arabs in Ging, an innocent 

person, who had taken refuge in his territory, to his enemies without first taking proper 
guarantees. 

2. On the receipt of this information, I at once sent for Ahmed-bin-Sand 
Madthabaki and his son Yusuf to ascertain from them the truth of Mosiad.bin- 
Khalifa's report. (Copies of the wo men's statements are atiached for your informa. 
tion.) I then addressed to Sheikh Esa, who at the time was absent on a sporting 
excursion at the south end of the island, a letter (copy inclosed), and two days later f 
received the Chief's reply, translation of which, with its three inclosures, is also 
inclowed, | My reference to the Sheikhs of the Faheda and Belaih was due to a bazaar 
report which had reached my ears, and I now believe that the Chief's reply on this subject 
is correct. 

3. With regard to Sheikh Exn's correspondence with the Kaimakam, { have said 
nothing forther to the Chief, as [am not sure what view you will take of the matter, . L 
believe that in 1871 some correspondence passed between the Turks and the Chief, with 
the Resident's knowledge and concarrence, on the subject of a murderer whose surrender 
the Turks demanded, and I baye an idea that once again more recently the Chief was 
permitted to reply to.a Turkish communication, though I cannot recall the circumstances, 





yy 


ax my office records give no information on the subject. My Munshi, Haji Abbas, 
however, states that Sheikh Esa’s explanation is not in aecordance with the trath, for be 
has never, to the Haji's belief, either applied to the Turks ‘or the surrender of an 
abseonder, nor has he proviously returned any refugees to the Katif authorities. 

Esa has acted improperly in keeping me ignorant of the 
corresponilence until the matter reached my ears from another souree. 

4. "The action of the Kaimakam in ignoring my existence after our recent meeting 
at Kalif is. matter for regret, but is hardly surprising, as the Turkish officials in the 
ticinity of the Persian Gulf object strongly to recognizing our position in Bahrein, 
venture, however, now to express the hope that His Majesty's Government will sce fit to 
Consider that the time has come fog issuing’ stringent prohibition to Sheikh Paa against 
holding any correspondence whatever with any Turkish officials except through the 
medium of this age 

T havo written to the Kaimakam of Katif, asking him to return the slave Salim- 
bin-Mubarak to Babrvin ax soon as he can dispense with his services as a witness, but 1 
have litle hope that mr requet wil be complied wil; it is gute possible that the 
Kaimakam will eventually give up the slave to the Al Muhammad Sheikhs when the 
Intter have bought their liberty from him, and in that case the unfortonate Salim wil 
probably be put to death, 

therefore bopo that the Government will make a special urgent representation to 
the Porte on this subject, and that the Kaimakam will be held personally responsible for 
the man's nfoty. I venture to suggeat that on this point, if you vee no objection, the 
Goverumont of india might be addresved by telogea 


Inolosure 9 in No. 21. 
Stotement of Ahmed-bin-Saad Al Mazahaki, recorded on August 9, 1905. 


SOME twelve days ago Khalifa-bin-Abmed-bin-Ghattam told me that Sheikh Esa. 
Din-Ali, Chief of Bahroin, wished to see me and my son and the escaped slave of 
‘Abmed-hin-Selman, who was with me, ‘Two days Inter I presented myself, 
along with my nou Yusuf and the slave, to Sheikh Esa, 1d the slave were left 
outside, and { alone entered, and then the Chief told me that fie had received letter 
from the Kalmakam of Katif to the effect that the Kaimakam desired to take the 

int of Yusuf and the slave, and that, therefore, either | whould in person attend 

preferably, I should send my son and the alave. I replied that, in compli 

with the oniler of tho Political Agent, our statements had already boen recorded in 
Agency. ‘The Chief said that did not matter, ond that he had an engageiwent with ¢ 
Kaimakam of Katif for a reciprocity of good offices between them, ‘Then he read out 
to me the letter from the Kaimakam, the purport of which wns that Yusuf and the slave 
wore required to give their statements to the Kaimakam, that they should therefore 
ome to Katif, and that they would be under a safo.conduet, 

T told the Chief that I could not possibly disobey his orders, and that I would send 
both my son and the slave. 

"The Chief then advised Yusuf and the slave to be in readiness, and to come to 
him the next day to take bis letter to the Kaimakam, Yusuf and the slave accordingly 
took the letter and proceeded to Kati. 


Inclosnre 10 in No, 21 


Statement of Yusuf-hin-Ahmed-bin-Saad Al Mazahaki, recorded on August 9, 1905. 


‘TEN days ago I appeared before the Chief, accompanied by the slave of Ahmed- 
bin-Selmen, ‘The Chiet reall out to me the letier he had written to the adilress of the 
Kaimakam, 

‘The letter said that we were being sent to the Kaimakam in order that he might 
take our statements as he desired, We left Bahrein and presented ourselves with the 
letter to the Kaimakam. He read it and then be recorded our statements, which were 
the sine as we bal previosly wad; and then be forthwith ordered the slave to be put 


in enol, Shortly after he wrote a letter to Sheikh Esa, and asked me to return to 
Bahrein and to the Chief with the letter. { told him that the slave was in nowise at 
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fault and that be should not have been put in gaol. He replied that I had nothi 

do with that and that the save would not be armed, and That I aioald take my Say 
home with the letter. Ie did not read to me the letter he wrote to the Chief of 
Bahrein. returned to Babrein and handed over the letter to the Chief. Txbould 
have previously stated that when I let the Kaimakam’s quarters the Bedus turned 
upon me, but Iwas rescued by the Turkish soldiers, ‘The Kaimakam also put some 
soldiers in my boat and said that they were under my orders, and that if T was 
Afraid { could take them ae faras Darin or even to Babrein, Tleft them, however, in 
fied r 


Inclosure 11 in No. 21 
Captoin Prideaue to Sheikh Bea-bin-Alh, 


; Babrein, 67th Jamadi-al-Thani, 1923 
(Alter compliments.) (August 9, 1905), 

_U HAVE learnt that, about twelve days ago, you received a letter from the 
Kaimakam of Katif requesting that Yusuf-bin-Abmed Al Madhahaki and Salim-bin- 
Mubarak, the eseaped slave of Alimed-bin-Selman, the pirnte, be sent over to Katif for 
examination ; that you complied with this request, sending a written reply at the same 
a cao i wa yea crminally ila Ahmed returned with a socond 
letter from the Kaimakam for you, but that the slave was detained in custody at Kati 
‘and has not yet returned feom there. ela ebclain 

x. To the compzing with the request of the Katmakam under 

rogarding the safety of the two persons asked for, Teo no objection, but it mppenra th 
You Gi not take n’proper guarantee on ball of the slave, er be wenld not have’ been 


1 am greatly surprised that you should have departed tro 

our usoal and ccrrect habit of consulting me before Writing to the Kalfouknm ond 
T request to be informed of your reason for doing this, 1 shall also be glad 0 seo 
the lottery trom the Katmakam and copies of your letters 10 Wim at your oarieat 

4. I hear, also, that the Sbeikbs of the Fahaida and Bebaily sections of th 
Morea have cote to Habrein with u view to negotiating « sotament of your Ulool-fect 
Mores have coin otiating a settlement of your blood-feud 

You have given me no information also on this subject. 

5, Both the cases of Abmed-bin-Selman and of the Behaih blood-feud are matters 
in which the Gorernnent of India are deeply inersted, It seems to me therefor, 
most extraordinary that you should not have ie fully in garding events 
Mont extssrdnay th kept -me fully informed regarding evonts 


Inclosure 12 iu No, 21. 
Sheikh Esa-bin-Ali to Captain Prideous, 


(Translation) 9th Jomadi-at-Thani, 1823 (Avgust 11, 
T HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter st the 7 ttant 
Jamadi-al-Thani), which dealt with five ques! First, about the letter of the 
Kaimakam of Katif and my complsing with his reqaeat by’ sending over to him the 
slave Salim-bin-Mubarak, who deserted Ahmed-bin-Selman, the pirate, I beg to inform 
You that it has come 10 be a customary practice with mo and the Representatives of 
the Turkish Government that if one of their culprit suljects cowes to Bahrein and the; 
= me to surrender him to them, I send him to thers, and likewise they, if one of 1a 
iprit subjects runs away to Hasa or to Katif, surrender him to me. This wraction 
toe not infringe the Treaty engagement I have with the British Government, for that 
8 position of its own (is a different thing altogether), You tell me that you desire 
=. (oa te Eatmakas hy ‘of my letter to him. J have no 
ring, ine} berewit sen ir 
return them to me after you have read them. a osname, bee ea 


* Contained five yarngragh. 
596) : * “it 
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As for the news you say you haye heard about the Sheikhs of the Al Fabeds and 
Bebaih, of the tribe of Al Morra, baving come to Bahrein in order to settle. the blnod 
claim that I have on them, I beg to inform you that that ia wrong. and none of these 
sections have come bere. "The Sheikh who las eome is Abdal Rahman-bin-Nagadan, 
ane of the Chiefs of Al Adhbs, a section of Al Morra, Chare vo blood-feud with the 
Al Adhba, and they are friendly to me. 


Tnclosure 13 in No. 21. 
Katmakam of Katif to Sheikh Esa-bin- Ali, 


(Transiation.) ith Jamadi-al-Awwal, 1323 (July 21, 1905). 

1 HAVE heard that the boat which the pirate Ahmed-bin-Selaan seized from the 
people of Bahrein and carried off to the Island of Zakhnoniya, whence he passed on to 
mainland (has been recovered), and also that the men in the boat, availing thomselves 
of the opportunity, got out of the said island and threw down two of the comrades of 
the said Ahmed-bin-Selman, who were Bedouin of the sea, and ot hold of the Zanzibari 
lave of Ahmed-bin-Seiman, and returned safe to Babrein. Send* the said slave over 
to me under proper guard and trustworthy custody, for I have to make certain inquiries 
about the said pirate, and about the Bedouin and’ residents (town-people or opposed. to 

that were with him and ag to what and how much the said pirate plundered on 
Inn and sea, I shall be obliged for this On account of the bonds of friendship and, 
regan (between us) I haaten to say this, 


Inclosure 14 in No, 21. 


(Translation.) 214t Jamadioal-Awwal, 1893 (July 25, 1905). 

YOUR letter of the 17th Jamadicnl-Awwal to hand, and I am daly informed 
tapectlly of your desire that T should wend over to you the slave, who is 008 of tha 
following of Ahmed-bin-Selman, in order that you may take bis slatemont and learn 
‘more abont the pitnte Ahmed-bin-Solman, and, secondly, about how much property he 
haw plundered 

Herewith I xead Yosuf-bin-Ahmed Al Madthabaki, the owner of the boat and the 
brother of the person, with whom were others who were attacked: also I send the 
and a paper, in which ix an secount of the property plundered. 1 expect from y 
strengtl of purpose a perfect arrangement for the recovery of the things robbed. As 
for the said pirnte Abmod-bin-Selman, he is just now in Katar with the Al Mobamed 
section of the Beni Hajir, and certainly it is not difficult for the Kaimakam to arrest 
him in Katar and to put him in gaol, and so get out of him the hooty. 

T have written these words of friendship for your information. 


Tnclowure 18 in No, 21. 
Katmakarn of Katif to Sheikh tsa-bineAli. 


(ronslation.) 25th Jemadi-al-dwwal, 1328 (July 2, 1905). 
YOUR letter of friendship, dated the 2st Jamadi-al-Avwal, 1323, dealing with 
the caso of your subjects that were plundered, gave me pleasure, and Yusbf-bin-Ahmed, 
the proprietor of the boat, and the slave Salim both have reached here, and we are 
gronily obliged to you for your courge and kindness. I have considered over what 
ures sbould ‘be. taken in the interests of all, and, after completing my 
‘shall inform you of the results, and in order to apprise you of this and for 

the sake of « continuity’ of our friendship for ever, I hasten to write this to you, 
(Signed Wakil Kaimakam KATIP. 





Sir N. O'Conor to the Marquess of Lansdowne—(Received October 23.) 


No. 718.) ite: 
ly Lord, Therapia, October 16, 1905. 

T HAVE the bonour to acknowledge the receipt of your Loniship's despatch 
No. 348 of the 2nd instant, asking for my views on the sug: by the 
Gorernmasnt of Tndis und indorsed! By the Secretary of Biale far political 
Officer should be appointed permanently at Dthala, and that. the Turkish Government 
should be invited 40 agree to an arrangement whereby communications respecting 
border disputes between the authorities on the British and Turkish sides of the newly 
demarcated frontier of the Aden Hintorland should be made through this Political 
Ofiicer. 

In reply, T have the honour to express the opinion that it would be preferable that 
such minor and subsidiary questions shoald not be raised until the settlement of the 
Aden Protectorate frontier has been offically placed on record by an exchange of notes 
‘ith the Sublime Porte and the sigoature of the aapa, and, apart from this, 1 think it 
will be best to wait till we have some concrete caso in hand before asking the Porte to 
recognize the Political Officer at Dthala as the intormediary for communications 
respecting border disputes betwoen tho authorities on tho Britivh and ‘Turkiah ridaw 
‘The Forte is always suspicious of new proposals of a and unoasy aa 
to how far they may be found to be to their advantage when they come to be actually 
applied. ‘They will not, I think, question the Political Officer's right of interference 
when a definite caso arises on the frontier. a ee 


(Signed) -N. R, O'CONOR, 





No. 28, 
India Office ta Foreign Offce-—{Received October 28,) 
Sir, India Office, October 20, 1905, 
WITIL reference to previous correpondence relative to the alfars of Bahroin, 
onling with my letter of the 11th May last, I am directal by Mr. Secretary 
Brodrick to inclose, for the information of the Marquess of Lansdowne, a copy of 
letter from the Government of Tndin on the subject, 
Lon! Lansdowne will seo that, before issuing definite instructions for tho future 
jidance of the Political Agent, tho Government of India have submitted the 
iraft of a letter embodying thore insteuctions for the approval of Hix Majesty's 
Government. 

‘The Secretary of Stato for Tndia, ax at prowent advised, is doubiful whether the 
time has yet arrived for defining in strict torms the position of the Chief of Babrein 
towards the protecting British Government; and the attributes of suzerainty set 
forth in the draft letter, both in regard fo the native States of India and. the. State 
of Bahrein, are desoribed in terms which the Secretary of State for Indin cannot 
unreservediy accept as correct. In present cireumstances, and in view of our recent 
authoritative interference in Bahrein, it seems to Mr, Brodrick sufficient, that the 

litical authorities should be directed to act, a8 is proposed by the Government of 
Yodia, im paragraph 6 of their draft lotr, ‘by sicailly, and ao far as possible 
unobtrusively, increasing their influence, and the confidence of the Sheikh in their 
advice and power to direct and control his external affairs. As regards the manage- 
ment of the Customs, it is observed that the Government of India will further consult 
the Resident in the Gulf, and on the receipt of his reply, their specific rcom- 
mendations can receive full consideration. ‘ 

Should the Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs concur in these views, the 
Goverament of India will be addevaed aceordingly, 
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Inclosure 1 in N 
Government of India to Mr. Brodrick. 


Simla, September 14, 1905. 

WE have the honour to transmit copies of correspondence* on the subject of affairs 
in Bahrein, 

2 Tt will bo seen that, as a sequel to the naval demonstration which took 

co in February last, owing to the unsatisfuctory attitude adopted by the Sheikh 
fn regard to the punishment of the authors of certain outrages on forvigners in 
the island, Major Cox made certain recommendations, with a view to securing 
gunmantees for the more satisfactory administration of affairs in the future, ‘The 
‘measures which he proposed were: 

(a) ‘The appointment of a Wazir selected for him by the Government of India 
to curry on the Government of Manama, under the immediate guidance of the 
Political Agent. 

(.) The creation of a small police foree under a native police officer of the 
Governmont of India. 

(c.) Tho warning of the present Ruler's heir, Sheikh Hamed, that, in spite of the 
recognition given by the Government of Tndia to hix right to succeed, their ultimate 
acquiescence in his succession will depend entirely on his satisfactory demeanour 
from yy forward, 

( ise by the Political Agent of his influence with Sheikh Esa, in 

to provail upon him to allow his grandson, Khalifa, to be sent to India for a 
time for oducation and training, in view of the possibility of his eventual selection to 
suicoced in plago of Shoikh Hamed. 

Tn accordanco with insteuetions, the Political Agent has delivered the warning 
suggested under (c). Major Cox’ proposal ax to (d) has also been sanctioned. 


3. As rogneds the proposed appointment of a Wazir, Major Cox’ attention wax 
drawn to some of the diffloultion which stood in the way of earrying out the sugges 
tion, and he wax romindod that the reform of the Customs Administration was still 
tho first queation to which the Politiesl Agent should address himself, A further 
report wax also called for, and in reply Major Cox submitted certain proposals by 
Captain Prideaux, which uiay be summarized ax follows :— 


(w.) ‘Phat it would be better that, until the Political Agent hax acquired adequate 
influence over tho Shoikh, no steps whatever should be taken to press upon Sheikh 
Baa the proposals rocommended originally in the Resident's Confidential letter of the 
Hith March last, and roferred to in this Department letter of tho 17th May. 

(That te Polite! Ageat should be authorised 19 intervene with direst ndview 
to tho Chief in the following mutters, namely — 


(1) ‘The opprossion exercised by the Al Khalifa family, the Magistorial and 
Revenue ofits, and the Kazis. 
(2.) The extravagant entertainment of Bedouins. 
x) ‘The reform of the Land Revenue Administeation. 
Uh) Legal disputes between the Sheikh and his subjects. 


Major Cox concurred in the advisnbility of adopting Captain Pridenus’ first 
suggestion; hat before submitting any definite opinion on his other proposals be 
invited a pronouncement of the Government of India on the prerclion that there 
was no middle course between the two es of treating Babrein (1) as a full 
British Protectorate ; (2) as an independent Principality. A. reply, 
have the honour to inelose, hns mow been ty Maj 
down what are considered in prctios to be the approximate i 
Protectorate in Bahrein, so far as it has yet been developed ; the principles are also 
defined by which Captain Prideaux should be guided in his relations towanls the 
Ruler of the island, As, howover, the points dealt with in the draft letter involve the 
consideration of important questions of international law, and, moreover, bear indirectly 


Not peated. 
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‘on the general subject of thw British position in the Persian Gulf, we are postponing 
its issue until His Majesty’s Government have had an opportunity of considering it 
and of sta hether they approve of its terms. 
We have, &e. 
(Signed) CURZON. 

B, R. ELLES. 

ALT. ARUNDEL, 

H, ERLE RICHARDS, 

J, P, HEWETT, 

BE. N. BAK 

©. L. TUPPER 


Inclowure 2 in No, 


Draft of Letter from Government of India to Major Coe. 


(Confidential.) 
ir, 

T AM dirceted to acknowledge the teceipt of your letter of the 10th July and 
your telegram of the 2nd August, on the subject of Bahrein affnirs 

2 y to you the sntisinction of the Government of Tndia at tho 
surres Sheikh J hoped that this evont will remove a disturbing factor 

sof Bhoikh. Ka, 

@, Ax roganis the question of our futuro relations with Balroin, you submit 
certain proposals by Captain Prideaux, which may be mummarited as follows -— 

(a.) ‘That it would bo otter that, until the Politieal Agent hus acquired adequate 
indluenoo over the Sheikh, no stops whatevor should be taken to, press on Shelich Baa 
the proposals recommonded originally in your Confidential letter of the 11th Mare 
Inst and naferred to in this Department letter of the 17th May 

(é.) That the Political Agont should be authorized to intervene with direct 
instructions to the Chief in the following matters, namely > 

(1) The oppression exercised hy the Al Khalifii family, the Magisterial and 
Revenue affloials, and the Kasi 

) Tho extravagant entertainment of Bodouins 
) Reform of Land Revenue Administeatios 
) Logal disputes between the Sheikh and his subjects, 


Captain Prideanx appears to hope that, by consistently adopting this policy, the 
Politioal Agent will govinnlly be fornishest with a status in the island indopondont of 
the Shoikh ; that the Sheikh will thus be cowed into an attitade of genoral amenability 
to reasonable suggestions; and that the termination of the present xyatom of exactions 
will result in so much loss of revenue to tho Shaikh that he will, in his own interest, 
deairo the reform of hix Customn 

4. You concur in the alvimbility of adopting Captain Prideaux’ first sugges 
tion ; but before submitting any definite opinion on his other proposals, you 
pronouncement of the Government of India on the proposition that there is no middle 
course between the two policies of treating Babrein (1) as a full British Protectorate ; 
(2) as an indepentent Principality. 

It is clear to the Goverument of India that such a middle course docs exist, but 
bofore replying to your inquiry, I am to point out, with reference to your 

full ritish Protectorate as involving the right to intervene in tho 

administration of Bahrein to the extent contemplated by Captain Prideaux, th 
is no nathority for the supposition that Great Hritain would necessarily possess such a 
right, oven were she formally to notify a British Protectorate over Bahrein to forviga 
Powers. ‘Thix misconception is due to the assumption which has been made that t 
terns ding the Sheikh of Bahrein as an independent Sovereign is to treat 
him like petty Indian Rajah. The analogy hero iatroduced, although ‘not without 
its uses a» indicating the methods which, In the light of Indian experience, may 
‘successfully be employe in dealing with the Chief, must be rogarded as misleading in 
several important respects. For, even assaming that the measure of interference 
advocated by the Political Agent would be legitimate in an Indian Native State 
proposition which needs some reservations in the instance of such Chiefs us enjoy a full 

[15961 I 
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ure of internal autonomy), it must be borne in mind that in the caso of N: 
States in Indis, the British Power is the Sovereign, and not merely the Protecting 
Power, and that, in the same degreo as they have lost the majority of the attribates 
of sovervignty as well as of independence, reciprocal rights and obligations have been 
fereatod between them and the Government of India, which as yet have no exact 
‘counterpart in the relations of Great Britain to Bahrein. 

‘. ‘The exact interpretation of a Protectorate is 2 general question of international 
law, into which the Government of India see no necessity to enter on the present 
occasion. But, as regards the case of Babrein, the facts appear to them to be 

ficient to establish the following conclusions.” They are of opinion that Great 
Britain is the Protecting Power of Bahrvin, and that Rahrein is therefore, in the 
state of affairs, under the Protectorate of Groat Britain in the following 


(1.) The Heitish Government, and they alone, as distinet from Turkey, Persia, oF 
any otiier Power, control the farvign relations of Babrein. ‘The Sheikh has bound 

not to enter into relations with any other Power. ‘The British Government 
therefore undertake the protection of foreigners in Bahtein, 

2.) ‘The reciprocal axpect of this obligation is that Grent Britain is bound to 
proteot the islands from any external agyresaion oF assault, 

Us) From these circumstances it results that British influence and authority aro 
‘and must be in the ascendant in Babrein. Primarily, this influance is political both 
In character and origin, and it gives Great Britain the right to claim that, in any 
matter to which she attaches high importance, her advico must be followed. The 
ccvpance of British ndvico ia such eirsamstances ix the return paid by the State for 
the advantages which British protection confers. British rights in this rexpoct were 
explicitly sated in the rvoent ultimatum which wax presented hy you to the Sheikh 

the 24th. February, 1905, in compliance with instevetions. | Purther, if British 
filvice must be acowptod, it follows that action in contravention of it, whether it takes 
the form of vacillation, of bad faith, or of open eontan not be tolerated, the 
Protecting Power being the judgo of the manner in whioh it will prohibit, reprimand, 
(or punish such actio 

(i) The British paramountey in Bahrvin is commercial as well as political in 
obaracter, This follows partly ax a consequonce of political predominance, but still 

‘ho caso of Bahrvin, from the undispated commercial presdominance of Great 
he islands and ports of the Persian Gulf. 

‘of Great Uritain in Babrein has given hor not merely 

werfervnce in the suecesion. It was at the 

is eldest son. She holds herself 

ink it 


alrvady assumed. 
16.) The case of the Customs may be brought within the prerogative of the 
Protecting Power, under more than one of the above-named heads, acconling to. the 
int of view from which it ix regarded, Originally the appointment of a British 
Bintoms offccr was advocated by Dritish Roxidents in the Gulf ax a mark of British 


authority, ‘Then it was recommended in the interests of the Sheikh and tho 
gil rium of bis finances, Pinally, it was urged in the interests of Sheikh Hamed, 
hiv son, whose future position our recognition of his claims to the succession required 
Us to mafoguard. Whichever of these views be adopted, the insistence of Great Britain 
upon the measure may be regarded as au illustration of the advice which, in virtae of 
ier xeneral controlling authority, she deoms it necessary to give, and which the Sheikh 
is not at liberty permanently to disregard, 


6. The above are, in the opinion of the Government of India, approximately the 
limits of our Protectorate, 90 far ns it has as yet been developed. It follows from this 
that for none of the olaims put forwant by the Politica! Agent is there any justifica- 
tion, and tliat he should not attempt to apply interference or pressure in the various 
forme which he suggests with a view to forcing the Sheikh tondopt promature reforms, 
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Dut that ke should devote himself to the business of acquiring the confitence of the 
Ruler, Iustrnctions in this sense should be given to Captain Prideaux, with n view to 
his building up a i Il enable him to tender advice for the gradual 
amelioration of the internal adiministration ‘The ou point upon which the Goverr 
Tent of India are compelled at the present staze to offer authoritative advioe is that 
Of Customs reforss, which, after the previous declarations made to Sheikh Esa on the 
Subject, is not a matice which can be allowed to rest until the Chief chrosos to take 
action, On thin n ‘are prepered to await your advice as to tho manner In 
Whioh, and the comin iuld be mado to Sheikh Esa, nnd it 
Will be for you to comsider whether the best course would not be to have @ fronk 
Explanating with the Chiof, and to let him know that his dependence upon. the Meith 
Government is not consistent with the permanent disregard of the advice so frequently 
fendered to him in this matter, advice which, when thus seriously repentell, muxt 
Qo remanded as posiessing the authoritative character referred to in the ultimatum 
presented to him in February Jast, 
T have, &e. 
(Signed) r 
Oficrating Secretary to the Government of India. 





No. 24. 
Memorandum communicated fo M. Geofiray, October 24, 1006. 


ON the 18th Soptembor last a communication was addressed to the Fronch 
Minister reganting thr ritaation eroated by the Museat Arbitration Award, in which 
His Majesty's Gorornment agreed to the proposal mole by the French Government 
that the stafwe quo should be maintained at Muscat pending the return of M. Laronce, 

His Majesty's Government understand that M, Laronoe will shortly arrive at 
Berth ke stale doom and hey coer ey devirable dat he and Hix 
Hajenty's Conail should bo anthorized to confer in a friendly manner ns to tho stops to 
be takrs locally for carrying out the provisions of the Award, 

Hix Majesty's Government would therefore propose, for the consideration of tha 
French Government, that the British and French Consuls at Muscat should be inatructed 
to concert together (I) a1 10 the best method of making known the 
tion to the subjects of the Sultan, and (2) as to the drawing up of a. Tixt of the mbjocts 
of the Sultan who are still entitled to fy the French flag, "Th rewult of this conferonce 
Ghoul bo referred by the two Conmuls to their nospective Governments for approval, 

Government. agree to this proposal, instructions will bo sent to 





The Marquens of Lanniowne to Sir B, Bertie. 


Foreign Office, October 25, 1903. 
TGAVE the French Ambassador today 8 Memorandum running as follows upon 
the subject of tho Muscat arbitration : 


go or9) 


“On tho 18th ultimo # communication was addressed to the French Ministor 
regarding the sitwat ed by the Muscat Arbitration Award, in which Hi 
Biajenty"s Government agreed to the proposal made by the Fronch Governient that th 
Halus quo should bo maintained ot Muscat ponding 

Tis Majesty's Government understand that M. Laronoo will shortly arrive at his 
ho bias not already done vo, and they consider it very desirable that he and His 
Jul should be authorized to confor in a friendly manner as to the steps to 

y for carrying out the provisions of the Award. 
lis Majesty's Goverament would tharefore propose, for the consideration of the 
French Government, that the British and French Consuls at Muscat should be istracted 
to concert together (1) as to the best method of making known the resulte of tho 
Srbitration to the subjects of the Sultan; and (2) as to the drawing up of a list of 
the subjects of the Sultan who are still entitled to tly the Freuch flag. The result of 
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this Conforonce should be referred hy the two Consuls to their respective Governments 
for approv 
“IC the Fronch Government agree to this proposal, instructions will be sent to 
Major Grey accordingly.” 
Tam, te. 
(Signed) LANSDOWNE. 





No. 26. 
Initia Offce (0 Foreign Office.—( Received October 27.) 


Sir, India Office, October 25, 1908 

I AM diroctod by Mr, Secretary Rrodrick to invite the attention of the Marquess 
Of Lonsilowne tw tho telegram from tho Viceroy of tho 10th instant, stating that 
tho instructions which they proparo should bo ismied to Major Groy, the Political 
Agout at Muscat, with a viow to giving elflct to the Awan! of the Arbittation Tribunal 
‘on the que n of the grant of the French Hag to Muscat dhows, 

Mr. Brodrick will bo glad to be favoured with the views of Lord Lansdowne on 
the instructions which the ( a propose should be issued, 


Signed ‘4. GODLEY, 





No, 27. 
Foreign Offce to India Office. 


ir, Foreign Offce, 0 

T AM direoted by the Marquess of Lansdowne to acknowledge the receipt of your 

otter of tho 20th instant forwarding papors received from the Government of Ladia, 

lative to the instructions which they propose to ixxuo for tho future guidance of he 

Polition! Agent ot Bahrein, 

Lord Lansilowne concurs in the torms of the reply which Mr. Secretary Brodrick 
Propoves to return to the Government of India on this subject 
Ham, a 

(Signe) Hi. SANDERSON. 





No, 28, 
M, Camton to the Marquess of LansJoune.-(Reccieed October 28,) 


Mle Marg Londres, le 28 Octobre, 198, 
M. GROFFRAY avait fait connattre nu Gouvernement’ Prangxis, d'aprie lou 
indientions contenuea dans In note de votre Seigneurie en date du 18 Septembre, que 
lo Gouvernement  Britannique acceptait, sous’ certaines. conditions, fa procédire 
roposée par M. Rouvier pour V'epplication do la Seutence arbitrale relative aux 
houtriers Muscatais, M. lo Président du Conseil, Ministre dos Affaires Btrwngéres, 
de me prier d'annoncer A votre Seignourie qu'il a donné au Consul de France b 
Maseat Aux vnos exposées dans cette note, notamment en ce qui 
econ ismance de Ia juridictfon du Sultan sur les boutrices visés par In 
éoision arbitrale, 
M, Rouvior me change, toutefois, d'njouter qu'au cas ob Nenguéte effectuée 
actuclloment par Io autorités Colontales et Consulnires Prangaises sur le statut 
ersonnol des bontriets Prancisés dtahlirsit que certains de ces indigenes peavent 
revendiquer Ia qualité de Francais, jouir du bénéfiee de 
TIL du "raité de 1844. Des indications pi i 
Aalloury, wee on, foures parle Gouvernement de In République tant au Sultan de 
Masoate qu’au Gouvernietnent Beitannique. 
‘ai transinis & M. IRouvier Ia note que votre Seigneurie m'n remise hier au suj 
striictions qui devraient dtre ettyoyes i nos Agents pour les inviter & wentendre 
‘en vue de In mise i exécution de Ta Sentence arbitrale, 
Veuillez, &e. 
(Signé) PAUL CAMBON. 
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No. 29. 
Sir N. O'Conor to the Marquess of Lansdowne,—(Reevived October 0.) 

(No. 798) 
My Lord, Gonatontinople, October 24, 1908, 

“| HAVE the honour to forward to your Lordship herewith a lospabai ‘from the 
Military Attaché of this Embassy, reporting the capture of Zafr and the military 
operations taking place in the Yemen, 


T have, &e. 7 
(Signed) N. B, O'CONOR. 


Inclosure in No, 


Colonel Surtees to Sir N. O' Conor 
on Constantinople, October 20, 1908. 
I TLAVE the honour to inform you that a telegram bearing date the 17th instant 
has been received from F. M. Alimed Feiti Pasha, the Acting Vali and Com- 
mandant of the Yemen, to the effect that after a continuous bombardment of the 
castle known ax Zafr for some seventy-two hours, an assault delivered i columns 
by the Ottoman troops on the night Of the 16-17th Octobor wax complotely successful, 
the castlo being taken and one-third of the rubel garrivon Killed or wounded, i 
Tho position of the castle ix described ax being an exeeodingly strong one, and in 
1800 it underwent a sioge of nine months 
n conclusion, the Pasha states that the whole Kara of Haje has now boon 
of rebels, and that as the ‘Tair and columns bave affected a junet 
returning forthwith to Sanaa with a view to commencing operations in Jebel 
ani Soade, 
T have, &. 
(Signed) H. CONYERS 8URTEL 
Colonel, Military Attaché, 





No, 30, 


‘The Marquess of Lansdowne to Sir N. O'Conor. 
jo. 301) 
ir, Poreign Office, Octo 
WITH reference to my despatch No. 301 of the 12h ultimo, forwarding 
particulars of tho most reoont outrage committed in the Persian Gulf by the p 
Nuuned-bin-Selman, I tramanit herewith copies of letwors from the India Ot 
juclising furthor correspondence received from the Government of India on the 
subject. 
MT should be glad to learn whethar your Kxcellenoy hax received any roply to your 
latest roprosentati ard to this question 
Tam, Be. 
(Signed) "LANSDOWNE. 


No. 31 


Foreign Office to India Office. 


Sir, Foreign Office, October 31, 1905. 
WITH reference to your letter of the 25th instant, Tam directed by the Marquess 
of Lansdowne to state, for tho information of the Secretary of State for India, that he 
hhas had under his consideration the telegram from the Government of India of the 
16th instant, relative to the instructions which they propose to issue to His Majesty's 
Consul at Muscat with a view to giving effect to the recent Arbitration Award. 
Tt appeared to Lord Lansdowne desirable that an understanding should first bo 


+ Non $ and 2. 
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arrived at with the French Government in the matter, and, on the 25th instant, his 
Lonlship communicated s Memorandum to the French ‘Ambassador in London, 
proposing that the British and French Consuls at Muscat shonld be instructed to 
Concert together (I) as to the best method of making known the results of the 
Arbitration to the subjects of the Sultan ; and (2) as to the drawing up of a list of the 
subjects of the Sultan who are still entitled to fly the French flag. The result of the 
conference to be referred by the two Consuls to their respective Governments for 
approval. _A copy of this Memorandum is inclosed herewith.® 

Tord Lansdowne would suggest, for Mr. Brodrick’s consideration, that no action 
should be taken on the Viceroy of India’s telegram of the 16th instant, pending the 
receipt of a roply from the Frenel Government.” 


(Signed) T. H, SANDERSON, 





No. 82, 


Admiralty to Foreign Offce.—( Received November 1.) 
flential,) 
ir, Admiralty, October 27, 1905 

WII reference to provious correspondence, I am commanded by my Lords 

jralty to. transmit horowith, for the information of 

Marquess of Lansdowne, copy of a report which hax been received frum the Officer 

Commanding His Majesty's ship “Fox,” on the subject of his recent proceedings 
fat Hodeidah, 


Lam, de, 
(Signed) "©, I, THOMAS. 


Tnclosure 1 in No 32, 
Captain Bust dmirolty. 


Sir, " Fox,” at Hodeidah, October 2, 1903. 

IN accordance with Article 2026 of King’s Regulations nod. Admiralty Tnstrac- 
tions, | have the honour to transmit direct, for the earliest information of their 
Lordships, the duplicate of my report of proceedings at Hodoidah, undertakea in 
accordance with Adauialty telegram of tho 24th September, 105. 

hare, de 
(Signed) "J.-B. BUSTACE, Captain, 
te Senior Navel Officer, Aden Division. 


Inclowury 2 in No. 32, 
Captain Eustece to Rear-Admirat Pod. 


Sir, “* For," at Hodeidah, October 7, 1905 

T FAVE the honour to inform you that, in complianes with Admiralty telegram 
of the 2th Septomber, 1905, T procesied to Hodeidal, and on the 26th held» consul- 
tation with Mr. G. A. Ttichardson, His Hritannic Majesty's Viee-Consul here. 

‘A summary of the official correspondence on the subject of the pirstical attack 
and destruction of the British sumbok * Alwani" on the 16th June, 1905, is inclosed. 
T also gathored that not only did the loeal authorities refuse justice, but that they 
‘would not obey the orders given to them by the Sublime Porte. 

‘To omphasite my demands, no troops were allowed to land from the steam-ship 

econ” until our terms were dealt with, This bad an immediate effect upon the 
military Poshna, who virtually control Yemen and ignore the civil authorities. Aftar 
twolve hour’ dolny these ‘were permitted to land. 

An oxchange of ary visits with his Excellency Hifsi Pasha, the 


Not pein 
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Governor of Holeidah district (which includes the territories of the Zaranikbs 
and Karashias) was made, and I then called formally to present the following 
terms — 


1, Compensation 





ing to Nakhon anil 





At tho request of the Resident, Aden, a further claim for 4901, by Sbereof 
Mahomed Hasan Rifai, a British subject and merchant at Aden, for the value of his 
‘earzo in the ‘was then presented. ‘This action has sines been approvod by 
His Britannic Majesty's Ambassador, Constantinople, 

he destruction of all pinatical boats hetwoon Hodeidah and Rax Muteina, 
belonging to Zaranikhs or Karashins, 

3, An asurance in writing that the culprits, who aro well known Locall 

arrested and punished as soon as pomle. 


‘The first part of the componsntion, viz, 8/727 dollars, wns then paid. 

The particulars of the expedition to seize tho pirates’ boats, as detailed by hix 
Excellency Fnizi Pasha, Vali of Yemon, were then discuss. "My opinion thn 
100 troops were insufficient was replicd to by Commodore Arif Ney that his 

us-oats Conk go close to the shore and peesont Tosser; ond as his opinion waa 
ked by Mussni Bey, Chief of Gendarmerie and Officer in Military Command, T 
‘waived my objection 

An assurane in writing was shen given to His Britannic Majosty’s Vioe-Consul 
that within two months the culprite will be arrested and punished, Ho also informed 
me that these pirates have committed further piracies on ‘Turkish vousels, and that ho 
will certainly neo this ontor ix carried out. 

On the 25th, at 9 At, his Excolloncy Hifei Pasha returned my visit, and was 

Majesty's ship " Fox" with thirteen guns. 
the 25th Commodore Arif Bey left for Khor Ghuleifaks in tho 
th the * Galata” gun-hoat, the two ig 
of this Khor. 


boats, manned and armed, to co-operate with tho Turkish foreom ALT A.M, finding 
1¢ pirates were rapidly removing their boats before the Turks could seize them, wo 
pushed ahead and eapzured oue sambok off Nigar. 

When 400 yanls from Taif rifle fire wns opened upon our bonts. We then fell 
back, and pilotid the Turkish gun-boat “Galata” near enough to enable her to use 
machine-guns, ‘The pirates then retreated, and the Turkish sailors and soldiers landed. 
fand seized four basts. 

‘The * Galata,” with Lieutenant Wolfe Murray in a cutter, with thirty troops in a 
sambok, were then sent to remove the boats off Nigar. They eapturod five after 
‘tome opposition. 

‘The “Colzu" with the remainder of the force meanwhile bad endeavoured to 
reach Ghuleifaks, but was forced to anchor 8 fet from the head ofthe Kho owing to 
‘shoal water. 

At dawn on the 80th the flotilla weighed and proceeded, but the ** Colra.” ould 
only advance 1,000 yards and the * Galata’ 3,600 yanls, ‘The “ Fox's" stoam- and 
fpulling-boats then towed the Turkish troops in. two hig somboks through a uarrow 
And shallow channel that was found on the west side of the khor. ‘The deeper channel 
‘on the east side is commanded by the low hills (60 fect, to 100 feot) covered with 
trees and serub, 

Not printed 
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When within 800 yards of Ghuleifaka (1030 .t.) rifle fire commenced ; our 
pulling-boats were then withdrawn to 1,200 yards. ‘They then formed line, in a north- 
‘easterly to south-westerly direction, on the western flank of the Turks, 

‘The steam-cutter was then placed on the “lee” side of the leading sambok, 
and I prepared to tow the soldiers into close action, or to land them on the flank of 
the village. 

"The Military Officor Commanding, Hussni Bey, Chief of Gendarmerie, then 
begged to be token out of action ; he produced orders in Turkish, which, he said, 
forbade any serious fighting, and required him to roturn to report if he found 
Ghuleifaka too strongly held. 

Scing that our forees were inadequate, while the Turkish troops were panio- 
stricken and their officers useless afloat, I was forced to withdraw. 

Ghulcifaka lies on the eastern side of the khor, and could not be effectively 
sholled from seaward by a ship, owing to mimge and the range. The stron 
southerly winds now prevailing, and heavy seas, also the unsarveyed nature ol 
the adjacent woters, render it unsafe to anchor in lesx than 5 fathoms. 

‘The attack on Ghuloifaka must therefore be by land, witha small eoatain 
of light boats able to operate inside the Khor, an operal within the 
tho garrison and naval forces stationed at Hodeidah, from which it is 
by land, with frequent watoring.places oF wells n 

he troops in the “Cola” being ahort of water and demoralized, on my advice 
Commodore Arif Boy ordered the return of the expedition to Hodeidah, 

‘On the Ist October, the authority to press the further claim of 4901. having 
arrived, I did so, and give his Excellency twenty-four hours in which to comply, 
pointing out that the transports “ Mocos and“ Kiamil Pasha” are still in the 
roadstenl, while two more troopers with troops are due shortly 

His Bxeolloncy, who foare any responsibility, tried to refer authority for this 
porment cherry bt dete to resi any one bat himself wx responsible for 
Jocal pimcios, Eventually, under preaure, it wns paid, ox was also a further amount 
for the piracy on tho " Fath-al-Baliars,” off Ras Muteina, about the 20th July. 

‘Tho failure of the expedition to eapture or destroy the pirates’ boats was then 
diveusrod, 

"The incompetoney and cownndice of Hussni Ray was also reported. 

L nlso requested that Seyyid Shoral Pasha, Mayor of Hodeidah, and contractor to 
the Turkish troops In Yemen, should be ordered off to Hix Majesty's ship “Fox” ax 
my guest until the conclusion of tho operations against Zaranikhs, Sy reason was that 
this Pasha had wnt a letter to tho Chiof of Zaranikhs warning him to withdraw all 
his boats, alno giving particulars of the expedition, and advising him to raise the tribes 
to Lill he Bridbh Gongul.” The Zaranii sent iim 100 camels for trneport perpoues 
on the 30th. 

Boing contractor to the Turkish troops in Yemen, Seyyid Ahmed Pasha has to 
keep on intimate terms with all Arab tribes, and does this by giving them a timely 
warning of any operation 

Ilix Excellency Hifai Pasha, who lives in this traitor’s house, and lately received 
‘a valuablo Arab horse as a present, would beliove no evil of him. My information was 
through Ali, naval interpreter, who knows Hodeidah well, and was also confirmed by 
business frionds of the British Consul, It was also admitted by his Excellency’ 
ere : Seeretary, Khalid, who also warned his Excellency the previous day of 
this treachery. 

His Excellency abjected to the dispateh of reinforcements without the sanction of 
the Comnander-in-chief, now eight days’ distant in the interior. Eventually, after a 
Tong conference with Commodore Arif and Hussni Bey, he promised that within four 
days further troops would be sent. 

Whe “Coley,” with 100 men, and an armed cutter, under Lieutenant Wolfe 
Murray, was then sent to blockade the khor and seize any boats they could. 
Her departure on the 2nd October was delayed four hours by Aluned Pasha, General 
Officer Commanding Troops, Hodeidab, who throughout has proved a litigious and 
obstructive person. 

‘As the Commodore wanted to withdraw the “Galata” from these operations, 
Mr. Nicholas, gunner, and seven men were sent to her to stiffen the crow and 
Prentice baling. The “Galata” war then sent to strengthen the blockade in 

i Ghuleifiaka, 

On the Oth Tleft at 7 4. in His Majesty's ship * Fox,” with Commodore Arif 





37 


Bey, Suleiman Hafiz, late Kaimakam of Zebid, also Nafl Bey, of the gendarmerie, 
¢ and destroy the pirates’ boats between Ras Muteina and Majemala, 

‘The * Galats,” with despatches, was met 5 miles south of Hodeidah, Lieutenant 

Wolfe Murray reported that fighting had occurred on the 3rd and 4th while seizing 

it even captures and destroyed two3 the Aribs were 

boats had proved sufficient. He 

Galata,” for landing under a heavy 


ned fire upon the gun-honts, 
which they returned, and then shifted berths. There had been no casualties afloat, 
‘The fre of a Maxim in our cutter had undoubtedly saved the lives of the ‘Turkish 
sailors who Ianded with Captain Asim, 
ommodore Arif and myself then visited Khor and arranged for further 
operat ‘We then proceeded in the “Galata,” with thirty Turkish troops and a 
the eambok, to rejoin the" Fox" at Majemala. His Majesty’s ships “ Fox " and 
“Galata” then proceeded to Ras Muteina, Signal fires upon the hills and along the 
shore were observed, showing that the tribes were on the alert. 

At aot, on the Sth the “ Galata,” with Lroops, and all boats manned and armed, 
visited Hokka, # miles south of Muteina, and then steamed near to the shore to the 
northward, while the * Fox” kept as close as prcticable, 

When near Faza (Ras Zahid) rifle fire was opened upon the Turkish officials 

we overbauling the sambok ” Motassabil,”” belonging to the f of the 
‘As sho had evidently just landed a cargo of aris (an arm chest with 
lid was found in her), at the request of Commodore Arif T ordered 
To prevent camualtioy firo from * Fox's" boats was opened, for owing to 
Galata" could not effectively help ws. 
hsequent information at Hodeidal: showed that thix sambok “ Motassabil i a 
wn gan-raoner, When searching her the Turkish officials with me told the 
interpreter not to report or see any of the evidence of jing. 1, howover, 
pervonally assisted, so they wer le to deny the facts T pointed out. 

‘Uror the Turkish Custom-hous nt Foxe on Arab flag was seen, and I hear that 
tho Turkish official was driven away after being robbed about m your ngo, 

Tt is near this place that the piracy on tho * Fath-al-Bahari” ocourred about the 
20th July, 1005, 

Exeopt one able seaman in tho galley, who was gmyed by a bullet across his 
shoulders, no one was hit, 

Until those tribes are reduced to order by the Turks, it will be unsafe to land, and 
no dhows should anchor near the shore, 

‘The local Habja fisher ‘use rafts, several of which were seen, but they were 
not molested hy the expedition. Suleiman Hafiz, late Kalmakam of this district for 

me that these pimeles are not due to these fishermen, but are 
nland tribes, who visit the ooaxt to procure arms, and, whon there, 
to commit pinoy upon any sambok anchored near the shore, 
fearlesnow with whioh theso Gabermen came close to us and oontinued their tixhing 
jowed that they had not the guilty fears which induced the Zaranikhs in Khor 
jifaka to fly whenever we approached, 

No samboks or canoes were seen anywhere upon thik exposed section of the 
const. It is highly possible that, being small, they have been carried inland and 
hidden in the date groves or betind the numorous sandhills, to search which will 
require a very considerable military force on shore. 

Commodore Arif Bey informs mo that all Turkish gun-boats in the Red Sea 
fare in urgent need of repairs, that he has made repeated representations to 
‘Constantinople. In consequence, the “ Mecca,” “Galata,” and “Pera " have done 
no patrol work, although of a type well suited for this duty in these waters, and 
there has been no check to the piracies of the Zarinikhs and Karuhias. 

‘After a few trifling repairs to stop leaks, the Galata” has proved. an efficient 
boat for all the services that we required. Iam sure that with capable ollicers n great 
deal could have been done to avert these piracies, and also to stop the smuggling of 
farms into Yemen. 

‘The Turkish naval officers now here are Sas faeries weal; it is 
pees i ed ‘them with British officers and seamen that any results have been 
achieved. 

His Excellency Shakir Pashs, Field Marshal, for reforms in Yemen, arrived 
at Hodeidah from the interior en route to Macedonia on the 7th. After two 

[1596] L 
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extremely cordial interviows, ho acceded to my request that the twenty-six captured 
hoats shoul be burnt, aud not disposed of locally. 

ny further captures of pirates’ boats is now out, of the question, without a 
considerable force to search the date-groves and hills on the coast. 

Tho dispatch of troops to bring South-west Yemen under effective Turkish 
control has been settled, and they will probably start within two months. When 
this takes. place, the capture of the pirates’ boats near Ghuleifaka will not be orer- 
looked, nor the punishment of the culprits and their friends at odeidal. 

‘An intercepted letter from the Zaranikhs at Taif to Seyyid Ahmed Sherai Pasha, 
reporting the" piratical” seizure of their boats on the 20th and 30th by Turks and 
British, &c,, was shown to his Excellency in further proof of the treachery of the 
‘Turkish contractor. 

His Excellency Shakir Pasha was most grateful for my information upon the 
farms traffic and smuggling of arms now going on into Yemen. Upon my showing 
Dim a telegram from Perim of the 6th Octaber, with the names of two dhows carryis 
firms, the dates of thelr departure from Jibuti, and destination, be promptly onal 
the “Galata to endeavour to capture them. 

‘His Excellency fully agrees that by the use of patrol-boats to. stop the smugzling 
of arms and ommonition all piracies will cease, and has ordered both the “ Colzu " 
and ** Galata” to be detailed for this duty. 

‘two other old outstanding claims against the ‘Turkish Government ware then 


ion. 

T would also mention Khalid Bey, the Permanent Confidential Secretary to the 
Govornor of Hodoidah, who has evinced 1io obstructive spirit, but has helped wx in 
many ways by bis tact andl local knowledge. 

(Vales ole examined etery dotal ant checked every statement made by Turkish 
officials in Yemen no real progress was possible. 

My thanks aro due to the officers of this ship for their xealous co-operation 
under somowhat trying conditions, and also to His “fritaunie Majesty's Vieo-Consul, 
Mr, G. A, Richardson, for his local knowledge and assistance, 

T have, &o, 
(Signely «J, B. EUSTACE, Captain, 
Senior Noval Officer, Aiden Division 


No. 38, 
India’ Office to Foreign Office —(Ieceived Norember 3.) 


THE UnderSecretary of State for Tadie presente hie, com iments to the Under 

Seoretary of Stave for Foreign Affairs, and, by direction of Mr. Secretary Brodrick, 

forwards herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, copy of inclosure in a 

‘etar from the Foreign Seorwtary to the Goverament ‘of India, dated the bth October, 
tho Ha 


relative to the conveyance of the Favea post 
India Office, Nowember 2, 1905, 


Tnolowure in No. 33, 
Major Cox to Government of India. 


(Telegraphic.) P. Bushire, October 2, 1905. 
"FEE Cote st Bosarahtlegrapbe — 
“The following has been sont to His Britannic Majesty's Ambassador at 
Constantinople :— 
“No 52. Tam informed.that the Vali has made arrangements a with the 
Sheikh of Koweit for conveying the Hasse post overland through Koweit, It is stated 
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that the Shoikh has granted all facilities, and that the contractor will be established as 
an Ottoman postal official at Koweit. I have informed Bushire. 


The Senior Naval Officer has proceeded to Koweit to ascertain the facts of the 
ease and to interview the Sheikh ou my behalf ; I will report the result of his 
inquiries 





No. 34. 
India Office to Foreign Office —(Received November 3.) 


TY continuation of this Office letter of to-lay's dato, the Under-Secretary of Stato 
for Tria presents his compliments to the Unde: of State for Foreign Affairs, 
and, by direetion of Mr. Secretary Brodrick, forwards hi for the information of 
the Secretary of State, copy of inclosure in a letter f oneign Secretary to the 
Goverument of Indi he conveyance of the 
Hossa mails, 


India Office, November 2, 1905. 


(Telogeaphic.) P. Persian Gulf, October 6, 1900. 

T HAVE. to report as follows in continuation of my covering telegram, dated the 
2nd October, 19085 

he Senior Naval Officer haw had a satinfuctory interview with Sheikh Mubarak, 
who was quite frank 

‘The Sheikh asserts that ho refused oll connection with the ‘Turkish post, and 
eonphatically denies slightest intention of allowing. any ‘Turkish official to be extabliahod 
in conneetion therewith. 

My personal opinion is that statements of Mr, Crow's informer are quite unreliable, 
and that Sheikh Mubarak, whom T see-frequently, hax given wx no reason up to dato 
to doubt his good faith. 

(Repeated to His Britannic Majesty's Consul, Bussorah,) 





No, 0. 
India Office to Foreign Office —(Received November 4.) 


Bir, India Office, November 3, 1905. 
WITH reference to your Iotter of che 1st ultimo, on tho subject of the Muscat 

Arbitration Award, [am directed by Mx. Secrotary Iitodrick to forward herewith, for 

tho information of the Marquess of Lansdowne, copy of « telegram which has been sent 

to the Viceroy, informing his Excellency of the proposals which have boon made to the 

French Goveramant for giving fleet lealy 1 tho provisions of tio Award 

‘am, Ko, 
(Signed) "HORACE WALPOLE. 


Inclosure in No. 85. 
Mr, Broitrick to Government of India. 


(Telegraphic.)  P. October 31, 1905, 
TOUR tolegram of the 16th instant as to instructions to His Majesty's Consul at 

‘Muscat in regard to. arbitration. : 
This Majesty's Government have proposed to French Government that instructions 
should be sont to Grey and Laronce to confer together, and to report to their iv 
Governments for spproval the results of their conferance, an the following: subjects, 
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viz, :—(1) The best method of making known to subjects of the Sultan the results of 
the Arbitration ; and (2) the compilation of a list of subjects of the Sultan who are 
still entitled to fly the French flag. 

Instructions in this sense will be sent to Grey if the above proposal is vecepted by 
tho French Government. 





No. 36, 
Sir N. O'Conor to the Moryuess of Lansdovene.—(Recrived November 6.) 


(No, 702. Confidential.) 
My Lord, Therapia, October 31, 1905, 

WITH reference to my télogeam No. 136 of the Ist instant, reporting the 
imponding arrival of party of German engineers at Koweit, I have the honour to 
transmit herowith to your Lordship copy of a confidential despatch which I have 
rrocived from His Majesty's Consul ot Bussorah, incloiag a report desling with the 
state of affairs at Kowoit generally, and the present attitude of Shoikb Mubarek 
towards Great Britain. 

While it would bo well to discount a good deal of what is stated in thin con 
fidential report, thore would still appear reason to desire the return of the Britinh 
Rosident vo Kowoit at as early w dato as posible, 5 

havo, de, 
(Signed) '” 'N, RB. O'CONOR, 


Incloaure 1 in No. 36. 
Consul Crow to Sir N. O' Conor. 


(Ro 98 Confidential) 
iF 


Bussorwh, September 30, 1905. 
THAVE the honour to transmit herewith copy of « report of a confidential nature 
which I have received regarding the affairs of Koweit, dealing with the alleged 
arrangements for a portal service betwoon Bussorah and Husa vid Kowoit, and the 
‘ostablishment of nn Ottoman pestal official at Kowoit. The roport also dravex attention 
to tho proposed visit of German engineers to make a railway survey, and to the Sheikh 
of Kowsit's growing Anglophobe tendoncies. 
Thave wont a copy to Bushire 
Thawe, 
(Signed) F, B. CROW, 


Tnclosure 2 in No. 36. 
Report respecting the Affairs of Kovei 


AFTER somo comtunication with the Vali the Sheikh of Koweit has guaranteed 
tho safety of the Turkish post from Busorah to Koweit and from Koweit to Hiss 
Ho seems to have waid that to is quite ready to give any help the Turks may require, 
‘Tho contractor for the post intends taking the post from Roweit to Hasse by motor 
carriages, but awaits the Vali’s consent to this, At present arrangements are made to 
carry tho post by camel. Tn fact, everything ie ready, and he only awaits the return of 
th Vali wo ardet the poxtolice here to give him tho lattes from Hasan by land. Tho 
contractor now takes the post by wea, When the post contractor presented the 
Jottors of tho vilayot to Muburek, tho latter is slated to have said that he was very glad 
to make it eusy for tho post to Hasua, and that ax he belonged to the Turkish dominions 
‘ho was in ovory way bound to serve and obey the Sultan rather than another. ‘The 
contractor was instructed by the Vali to remain at Koweit as a Turkish official His 
elie 

Sheikh Mubarek proposes to levy harbour duce on all steamers anchoring at 
Kowoit._ The" Turkestan,” Beluchistan,” and the Lotus,” were lately at Kowoit 
The Sheikh was quite annoyed at seeing them there. ‘The Sheikh has increased the 
cuistoms duty and the tax on property to enable him to pay off the English loan aud to 
froe himself: When the " Redbreast ” visited Koweit on her way to Dussorah, the son 
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‘of Mubarek seems to have said that, as there was no Consul or anybody else there, 
what business had the man-of-war to come. Did they do.eo in order to inquire sbout 
‘the arrangements for the post with the Turks? 

Mabarek's Turkish Oog is only hoisted when any steamer is in sight, and lowered 
‘then it aves. Otherwise the flag is not flown. = 

‘The Sheikh has given express orders against, Kaweitis engaging themselves a8 
servants to the English. 

It is said in Koweit that the Russian line of steamers will touch there. 

People going to purchase skins and hides in Koweit speak of the Ruesiwn goods 
being cheaper than the English. 3 

‘Since the Sheikh’s visit to Sheikh Khasal of Mohammerah, and since the Bahreim 
incident, Mubarek seams to bo dead against. the English, and does uot «peak well. of 
them, : 

‘There is a native agent for the German firm of Vankos [vie] there. Thix firm has. 
agents ia Balireio, Linga, and Bushire. It ia said they will give their sods to the 
German African line, which, itis alloged, will come up the Gulf samo day. At provent 
some German engineers are expected in Koweit from Bombay, and a servant of theirs 
‘bas actnally arrived to make arrangements for their stay there. ‘The ongineors will 
apparently come to inquiro into the possibilities of building 9 railway, 

‘There is a man named Khachik, an Armenian, agent for Messrs, (0 
and Co, This mon ix taking a lead in giving news to Koweit people, and ia-alvays 

‘inst the English and favourablo to Russians, He takes papers into the coffee 
hops, saying be is reading from the Tima of dia ut lly eu fom sone 
Armenian paper. He is in correspondence with Zeytoun at Bushire, an Armenian, wha 
ia ura communicates with the Customs at Buahire. The agent, Khachik, ix such 
occupied in writing to him aud to other places ‘Two of his lotiers wero seized. by 
Mubarek and sent to Bunder Abbas for translation. 

Haji Ali, the agent for Goguyer, the Russian spy, also geta and supplies information, 
and spends a lot of mouey over it, [He sends his reports to Muscat, and Goguyor 
hhimoolf is expected in Koweit shortly z 

Mathor Effendi, the dismissed drogoman of the Consulate, has, it appears, asked 
Mubarck to write to Lord Curzon to take him back into the English service, and 
promises to give Mubarek all information he requires. 


No. 87. 


Sir N. O'Conor to the Marquene of Lanulowne.— (Received November 8.) 
(No. 763, Confidential.) 


Lon, 

MY TPTTAVE, booo confidentially informed hat. the Ot 

has been inatructod to make representatians to your Lordship concerning the construction 
of a howpital at Dihali and.a “inilitary” road from Adon, along,the coast, to. the 
summit of Jebel Jihaf, in rogurd to which ith boon reported ta the Ottgnan Goverte 
ment that a bigh Indian official has recently visited Aden to confor with the 
Resident. 

T venture to think that, if Musuras Pasha should be bold enough to act on, these 
instructions, itis desirable that be should be giver Tey cia understand that 
the internal arrangements which the Government of India may think it advisable to 
tmake in the Nine Cantons are matters which are in n0 way the concern of vhe Porte, 


Davey fo. 
(Signed) -N. R. O'CONOR, 
No. BR 
Sir N. O'Conor to the Marquess af Lansdowne.—(Received November (.) 
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Lordship copy of a despatch which T have received from His Majesty's Consul at 
Jeddah, reporting that Ali Pasha, who has been temporarily seting as Grand Shereef, 
has now been detinitely appointed to the office. 
‘The rival candidate for the Grand Shereefate and the next in the line of suc 

was Abdullah Pasha, the uncle of the present nominee, reported to be 8 pions and 
somewhat fanatical Moslem, who resides at Constantinople but of whom otherwise itl 
is known 

ts far as our present information goes, would scem to be the better 

judging by the action which he has taken in reinstating the Mutawaf 
or Representative at Mecca of the Cope Massalman pilgrims who had boon dismissed 
from that office by the late Emir, and from other indications, there are reasons for 
thinking that his attitude in matters affecting British interests will not be of an 
unfriendly character. 

Thave, &. 
(Signed) -'N. R. O'CONOR, 


Inclosure in No. 38. 


Consul Devey to Sir N. O' Conor. 
fo. 108.) 
ir, Jeddah, October 15, 1906. 

T HAVE tho honour to report the noraination of Sheroof Ali Paaha to the Atmarat-ie 
Tolilo, while the rank of Vizier has been bestowed upon hie Highness. His Excellency 
tho Vali will be leaving for Mecca in about » week's time, and in due course the two 
Firmans will be read in the precinets af the Haram-i-Shoroef. 

Tbeliovo this appointment is giving universal ratiafaction 
Thave, &e. 
Gigned)"-G. P. DEVEY. 


No. 39, 
Sir N. O'Conor (a the Marquees of Lansdowue,—(Received November 0.) 


(No. 708) 2 
My Lond, Therapi, October 31, 1905. 

T HAVE the tionous to teanstnit herewith, for your Lordship's information, cony of 
‘a despatch which has been forwarded to me by His Majesty's Vice-Consul at Hodeida, 
recording the proceedings of His Majesty's ship '* Fox” on her recent visit to that 
place in connection with the domands of His Majesty’s Government for compensation for 
the piracy committed on the British sambouk * Alwani.” 

1 think that Mr. Viee-Cousul Richardson's conduct throughout this affair is 
deserving of commendation, and I am sure that be would highly appreciate an expression 
fof your Lordsbip’s approval, ae 

re, Ke, 


(Signed) —"-N. R, O'CONOR. 


Tnelosure in No. 39. 


* Vice-Consut Richardson to Consul Devey. 
fo, 128.) 
ge Sn a 


" [HAVE the honour to sabmit a detailed report on the visit of His Majesty's ip 
“Fox” to Hodeida in connection with the demands of His Majesty's Government w 
reference to the piracy committed on the Brith, barqao “ Alvant at Ras Majemala 


by Zoroneek Aral 


year, 

‘Repeated representations made by this Vice-Consulate to the vilayet for com 
sation and reparation for the ow ring failed to elicit redress, and owing to the 
inadmissible delay on the part of the authorities to execute the terms of the Imperial 
Iradé issued Inst month, His Majesty's Ambassador informed me, on the 26th 
‘ultimo, that it bad been decided to send His Majesty's ship “Fox” to Hodeida, 


, and dealt with in my despatches to you, Nos. 8% and 103 of this 
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Farther, that the Commander ofthe vesel had. received orders to confer with me on 
suo tt Bscellency’s istration to me mere that oer demands should be framed on the 
following lines = 


1. Compensation for the loss of the British vessel, and for the money and effects 
robbed from iis crew, &e. ; and 

2, Seimre without delay and destruction of all hoats belonging to the Zereneck 
Arabs that were generally utilized for piratieal purposes, 


I was also authorized to obtain an assurance that the culprits concerned in 
this outrage, who, there is reason to believe, are Kuown to the auiborities, nould 
be arrested and’ punished, when a favourable opportunity presented itself for 
doing so. 

"The “Pox” anchored in the roadstead on the afternoon of the 26th ultima, 
and I proceeded on board immediately to interview the officer commanding. 

I proposed to Captain Eustace that we should present the demands of tho British 
Government conjointly on the following afternoon, and if they were not accepted forth= 
‘rth that he should institute « passive blockade of the port ax far as Ottoman trafic 
was concerned, which preasute T considered suificient to meet the requirements of the case, 

1 was opposed on political grounds o_ the reart te nach extreme measure 20 8 
Dombandment of the town, although samo was not muggested at all, ‘The 
‘Turkish Government owns no property at Hodeida other than a brick structure, 
Known as *the fort," and a few unimportant and dilapidated buildings, Threavoning 
demonstrations of this nature, afforded by the preeoient of the ‘Turoo-ftalian question 
rogarding piracies in October 1902, aro, in my opinion, an incentive to local fanaticism 
against all Europeans, The relations between natives and foreigners aco most friendly 
in this disteiet, and the former eptertain a very high opinion of the British Government, 

‘ened ‘bombardment would create an unnocossary panic anc 

whereas, if such were enrried out, would not much affect tho Ottoman Government 

ntraty, foreign subjects, and Hiritishers in particular, who own large intere 
be the priveipal losers. Further, it would be unfair tO punish the Arab population of 
this town for the misdeeds of their fellow-countrymen in other parts, with whom they 
Are notin sympathy, or under eirennustances for which the local Government i alone 

ponsible, 
Tay on the following morning I received an official communication from the 
Mutomarif wating that orders had at last been received from the Acting Vali to the 
effect that (wo Turkish armed vessels, the “Coxlu” and tho " Galata,” were to be 
dispatched without delay to Ras Majemala to approhond pitntieal boats. ‘This wax 
foll wed hy telegram to me from the Acting Vali, informing me that, under orders from 
the Minister of the Interior, the elaim for compensation submitted by the Vice 
Consulate would be settled by the Hodeida Treasury. 

In the meantimo, to expedite compliance with our demands, and execution of the 
onders received from the Porte, pressure wax applied by the "Fox" in the shapo of 
refusal (o allow troops to land from the tratisport * Mecea,” that had just arrived. 
short 8 Am His Aajesty's ship slated the port, which was returned fm the 

‘Ceremonial visits were exchanged with the Governor and the Commodore of the 
Southern Red Sea Division, 

‘The whole of question of this piracy was then diseussed with Captain Bustace, to 
sibom T showed all the correspondence that had been conducted on the subject, pointing 
to the utter disregard of the Yemen officials to our representations, and their misguide 
determination not to grant reparation, I had now ascertained the real facts of the 
‘oceurrence at Ras Majemala, where the authorities bad hitherto denied that an attack 
wax committed on the British boat. It would appear that the two passengers, when 
questioned, gave in detail the true circumstances of the case, viz, that piracy had been 
perpetrated by Zereneek tribesmen. ‘The local officials drew up false statements, 
purported fo hare been made by these two witnesses, who, though surprised when they 
were read out to them at the inguiry referred to in my despatch No, 103 of the 
17th August, had no alternative but to admit the same, F 

AL3 o'clock we presented our demands together formally Wo the Mutessarif. 

‘The claim for compensation for 3,717 Marin Theresa dollars (8701,) for the loss of 
the “ Alwani,"" and incidental expenses, &e,, was admitted forthwith, and | was invited 
to receive the amount, which I did on the 2nd instant, 
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‘The second elaim for 4901, for the cargo that was pirated, the property of the 
Aden merchant, was mentioned by the Captain, who had brought details from the Adem 
Residevey. "The Governor contended that, as'there had been no communication from 

lly hitherto on the subject, it would be necessary to refer to Sana's 

Pasha, the Inspector of Reforms in the vilayet, I pointed out that, although 

stich was the ease, the local offiinls were aware that the property in question was owned 

by a merchant in'Aden. I produced copy of the Petition that was addressed in Jane 

last by the claimant's father, to buth the tien Mutessarif and to Fesi Pasha, to bear out 

my contentio however, to reserve this for subsequent discussion, as I had 
not yet reecived orders from His Majesty's Ambasindor to press this claim. 

‘Our other demand was for the apprehension of all craft lying between Hodeida 
and Ras Mateina, about 60 miles to the south, proved to belong to Zereneck and 
Kurashia Arabs, ‘The latter were implicated in the piracy on the dhow Fatal Bahree™ 
(seo my despatch No, 114 of the 4th September Inst). The Governor promived that 
we should receive complete satisfaction on this point. When peossed for detai 
Excellency stated that 100 troops under a Major and two junior officers, 
gendnrmes, would embark on the armed vessel “ Coz" 
convenient, and, accompanied by the patrol-ship * Galat eed down the 
Coast to capture all piratical Boats. The Tocal Commandant of Gendarmes, Major 
Husni Bey, would represent the Government, whereas the Commodore a 
Colonel Arif Bey, would supervise the naval operations, 

We remarked that the foree intended for the purpose was invuificiont, as there was 
exrtain to be some resistance frow the shore, im view of the fact that the local 
Government had nover attempted hitherto to take punitive measures by this means 
‘agninat repented acts of aggression on the part of these powerful and prodatory tribosiven 
inhabiting the seaboard in the vicinity of Hodeida. On an assurance being given that 
the forces, naval and military, would guflice, we did not raise further objectio 

1 also rvcelvod a verbal and later ‘an official assurance in writing from the. 
Mutesarritlik that it was intended to punish the Zereneok tribe later on, and that the 
culprits concerned in the attack on the British versal would be seized and brought to 
justico in the course of two months, 

Having thus far received satisfaction, the troops on the “Mocca” were permitted 
to divembark wt 415, 

Tembarked on the 28th afternoon on His Majesty's fhip "* Fox," that progeeded to 
tho southern entrance of Ras Majemala. with the object of intercepting boats trying to 
evenye. She had fo anchor about 10 miles trom the shore. 

Tt was arranged that the Turkish vessels and troops would operate’ from the 
northern entrance. 

‘the next morning the eaptain and myvelf set ont in the “Fox's” stoamelanach, 
accompanied by two of hor boats that to witnom the Turkish operations, 
and to co-operate if necessary, Opposite a small village on the mainland, called Nejara, 
inhabited by Zereneek pieaies, a single sambouk that lay at anchor was captured by 
‘one of the British Bouts. 

Shortly afterwards fire wax opened on us from anottier adjacent vi 
where there were several boats and oanoes. It waa replied to by two Br 
fifteen rifles. It wns impossible to seo the men on shiore, who were hidden among low 
serub ond behind sand-heaps, and the damage done wax not known, ‘The * Galata,” 
that had a British oitieer on board, now ene up and shelled the Arabs on shoro, come 

ling them to flee, Right other boats lying wear the shore were then seeared by the 
ish vessel, three being from Nejara and five from the village of Taif. [am 
informed that pirates from the latter were implicated in the attack on the “ Alwani 

‘The next day it was decided to effect captures of all boats at Khor Gbaleffca, about 
8 miles further south of the anchorage taken up by the Ottoman gus-boals during the 
night. "The * Coalu™ and “Galata,” owing to the shallow water in the Khor (eul-de 
formed), were unable to approach except to a distance of nearly 3 or & miles from the 
‘lag that was sitate amongst a grove of date palms, 

Fox's” steam-cutter, with the two sambouks, conveying Titkish troo 
in tow, and accompanied by three other armed beats from the ship, proceeded up 
hor in the dirvetion of the village. When about 600 or 600 metres from the latter, 
fire was opened on us from the shore, and returned by the British Maxims and rifles, 
which partially silenced the above. ‘The ‘Turkish troops were thrown into utter confusion 
‘and panie-strack, and did’ not fire a shot. ‘This was mainly due to their officers uot 
ining orders, but who concealed themselves at the Bottom of the boats. On remon- 
atrating with Hussni Bey, the commnnvler, the Intter replied that his orders were not to 





meet any attack from the shore, owing to the smallness of his force. He added that, 
in case of opposition offered from the shore, he was to return and report to the Mutes- 
sarif, who would, 1» that eventuality, march three or four battalions overland. Ie 
bexged Captain Bastace to tow the two sambouks of troops out of the range of fre, 
which the latter was obliged to do. 

Under the circumstances there was nothing to be done but to return to Hodeida 
with the ten prizes, and sound the authorities as to their intentions with reference 
10 this strong piratical nest that we had struck, where there were many boats. 

The “Fox,” with the “Cozlu” and “Galata” nd all troops, arrived the same 
evening at Hod ida, the latter for the purpose of taking in water and provisions, 

Captain Eustace and myself called on the Mutessarif the nest morning and com- 
plained of the cowardice of the officers and troops, and reported the noglect of the 
official depated to carry out the instructions that we were given to understand were 
actually issued to hima. 

His Exeolleney denied that he had promised to send troops overland, or that the 
colticer had orders not to return the firo from the shore, and produced a copy of the 
instrvetions issued. 

A pressing demand wax made by tho captain that the village of Ghalefien be, 
punished for the attack on both the Turkish troops snd Fritish bonts, and that all bonts 
i harboured should be seized. IC was pointed out that, to the Ottoman 
vemols boing unable to approwch near enough to cover the operations of the troops 
and boats by soa, it would be necessary 10 have recourse to tho cooperation of troops 
by land. 

Hussni Bey had estimated the strength of the Ataba on shore at about 5,000, 

bough this estimate wax much exaggerated. Captain Eustace considerod that it 
would take about three battalions to cope with the situation, 

Te may. be remarked that there were at this time more than six battalions of 
infantry and 250 cavalry lying idle at Hodoida, irrespective of some 1.800 troops that 
had arvived afew days previously in the trangporta * Mecca "and "Kiwini Pasha," ‘Tha 
Matosarif proposed to communieate vith the Porte and with Feri Pasha, with reference 


to the moroment of troops by land. 
In tho meantime, to expedite the action of the authorities, pressure wax applied at 
fea by detaining the two Turkish transports 
H 


he samo orening—Sunday, the Ist—the *!Coslu” was again dispatched to 
blockade Khor Ghaletica, taking with her the 100 soldioes that were xont on the 
first occasion. She wax reinforced by the “Galata” and some gondarmos tho following 
morning. 


T took into consideration the fact that the local xa 
domands with reference to the arrest of the piratical craft, apparently were not ihm 
position to carry oat the operation eifeetively on account of tho inelliviency of theit ahipn 
and men, and the incompetence of their officers inteusted to do ao, Further, some 
satisfacsion had already been obtained by the capture of ten boats, and now the 
Government settled the second claim of 490, No inconvenience was thorofore aufferod 
by the“ Kiamil Pasha." Thoro was atill the * Meccu”” in port, which would afford a. 
sulticiont tee for the good faith of the local authorities 

Anticipating further delay, T proposed to the captain of the “Fox that, pending 
the decision of the Commander-in-chief concerning further, measures to be taken 
against Ghalefica, that the eapture of boats botwoon tho latier place and Ras Mutoion, 

of our original programme, might he advantageously carried out in the 

‘Tho " Cozla,” T added, might be lelt to blockade Ghalefca, while the “ Gala 
With the co-operation of His Majesty's ship, effect the captures along the coust. This 
was agreed ( 

While steaming out on the Sth the Galata” was met roturaing with throe prises 
‘The Turkish vessels had shown greater activity than on (he previous occasion, and had 
taken thirteen boats amd canoes during the Srd and 4th instant, "They were exponod to 
hneavy fire from the shove near Taif, but had suitably responded to the oceasion, no 
doabt profiting from the example of the British bluccjackets, 

‘The “ Fox” fell in with a large dhow, that was suspected for armerunning, near 
Faza, the Arabs opening fire on our boats, but were xoon dispersed by the “ Galat 
One canoe was taken by the “Cozli” the same day, and a small sambouk by the 
“ Galata“ on the 6th instant, close to Nejara, opposite to Ras Majemala, bringing the 


N 
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‘Though it is known that the Zerenecks own about thirly or forty samboaks and 
nearly 100 canoes, only ten in all were apprehended as the result of the first twa 
days’ work, Information had been sent to them, it is uo secret locally, by Syyed 
N Shirai Pasha, the President of the Municipality here and contractor for 
the troops in the Yemen, who is in a lan ible for Zereneck marauders 
being at large. e companying them on 
expellitions against these tribesmen, he actually sends secret information to the Intter 
to serve his own ends. 

‘The Chief Secretary to the Government at Hodeida, on learning of the secret 
intrigues of this wily Arab Pusha in the present case, brought the faets to the know- 
ledge of the Motessarif, representing that such reprehensible conduct oo the part of 

jyed Hamed-es-Shirai would create unpleasant complications. Later, | received nows 
the above effect from & eonfidentia}, but reliable, source, aud so did Captain Eustaco 
independently. 

A letter from Arabs who had attacked the combined Turkish and British forces at 
Ghalefica was intercepted and brought to me, which goes to prove that the above- 
mentioned Pasha was in secret communication with pirates (they cannot be called by 
any other term), and was actually endeavouring to bale the good intentions of his own 
favernment, 

We informed the Mutessarif, w friend of the Pasha's by the way, of the above 
facts, who promised to report the ciroumatances to the Acting Vali 

Hin Majesty's ship lay in the rondatead for two dayw more waiting for the dispateh 
‘of troops to Ghalefica that had been promised « week previously. 

‘On Saturday morning, in company with Captain Eustace, [ called on Shakir Pasha, 
tho Inspoctor of Reforms in this vilayet, who bad just arrived from Sana'a, en route to 
Constantinople. 

We discussed 


His Bxeelfeney 
a, but that ax the Commander 
ei! in the Interior some distance ftom tho tclegraph-line, this would 
roquire a little time, 
Shakir Pasha thereupon wired to Fexl Pasha recommend he movement of four 
‘or five battalions. 
After some consultation together, wo decided to consider the present inci 
‘as far ax the demands of the British Government wore concerned, on the follow 
torms—vix,, a further assurance that the culprits would be apprehended and punished wher 
the situation in the vilayet would allow of the same; secondly, that twenty-six piratical 
eraft be destroyed by fire at Hodeida without delay ; and thirdly, that tho troops already 
at be kept a€ Ghaleticn to execute further eaptares, and that the two Ottom 
patrol the coast for a similar parpo 
Shakir Pasha accepted our terms without roxervation, and immediately issued 
categorical Instruotions for their compliance to tho local’ authorities in the above 
Htin Fxcelloncy, appreciating the fact that we had materially assisted kis Govern 
int in bringing the present question to a watisfuctory and amicable conelasion, by 
patienee and desisting from hampering ite action by unreasonable deu very 
nly agroed to scttle two important longstanding claims of British subjects 
Presenter! to he, ‘The settlement hi» since beon carried out as arranged, and which I 
shall report on weparately, 
Captain Eustace placed his stenmlauseh nk the dixporal of Shakir Pasha, and 
his Bxeollency on board the * Mecca.” A salute was fred by His Majesty's 
ship * Fox" in his Excolloncy's honour before the vessel weighed anchor, followed by 
another for the Ottoman fas. 
His Mojest sailed for Perim the same night (Saturday), having completed 
its mission most suceessfaliy and satisfactorily 
‘Tho piratical vesels, with other property eaptured, were burnt during the 
course of yexterday and ‘today by the port officials with the altendance of my 
Drogoman, 
‘The Turkish troops and vessels are still away, the latter cruising between Zebced 
and Ras Majemala, 
‘Tho amicable conclusion to the present incident, added to which the compliment 
Paid to Shakir Pasha by His Majesty's ship “Fox,"" is considered most satistaetory. 
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Besides tending towanis removal of the sting out of the unpleasantness caused by the 
visit of a British ship of war under the circumstances, it has, T ean safely predict, helped 
to strengthen my position at Hodeida. 
The Mutessarif has thauked me for my himble exertions in eflecting so friendly 
settlement mutually, and I am glad to say that I think that the events of the past ten 
ed say relations with the Yemen officials, 
my best thanks are duc to Captain Eustace for the valuable 
assistance received, and his hearty co-operation given in the negotiations with the local 
the British naval officers and men who so ably and bravely assisted 
ions by sea 
Khalid Bey, the Obfef Secretary to the Mutessarifik, used his kind offices, and 
offered his local knowledge and experience to Hifsi Pasha, the Governor, and to who 
s attributed for the suecess attained. 
urkish Cemmorore, Colonel Arif Bey, afforded facilities to His Majesty's 
raiser avd to its Commander, and endeavoured to expedite the movements of the 
Turkish vessels. 
T have, &e. 
G. A. RICHARDSON. 


Sir N, O'Conor to the Marquess of Lansdowne —(Received November 0.) 


(No. 778. Most Confldential,) 
fy Lond, Gonstantinopie, October 81, 1005, 

T HAYE the honour to forvard to your Lordship herewith « despatch trom iia 
‘Majesty's Covsul-General at Reirout, transmitting copy of a letter from the father of the 
Toam of Yemen to Mohammed Efendi Hariri, which alludes to the eausoe of tho 
Yemen rising, 

Thave, &o. 
(Signed) —"'N.-R, O'CONOR. 


Inclosute 1 in No. 40. 


Coneul-Generat Drumuond Hay to Sir N, O'Conor. 


Qe. 71. Mont Constentist) 


Beirouty October 20, 1008. 

WITT reference to private corn ¢ regarding affairs fn Arabia, T have the 
honour to. transmit to your Excelleney lierewith a translation of a lotter from 
Mohammed Jobia Hamid-ed-Din, father of the prosent Imam of the Yemen, to 
Mohamined Eflendi-el-Hariri, Mufti of Hamob 

Lean vouch for the authenticity of the document, having obtained it through the 
medium of Faris Effendi Khouti, den ulate at Damascus, 

As the Constantinople post leaves to-morrow I have only time to inclove the 
original draft translation and a copy for transmission to tho Forelgn Office. 

Although tho letter is prosy and replete with quotations from the Koran, there are 
several passages of special interest, ns coming from the pon of the father of the Imam 
who divulges to his correspondents tho true origin and caue of tho rising in the 


Yemen against the Turks, 
T have, &e, 
(Signed), DRUMMOND HAY, 


Tnclosure 2 in No. 40. 
Mohammed Johia Hamid-ed-Din fo Mohammed Eqfeuticel-Hertri, 


(Translation.) [Undated] 
‘THE victorious by Allah, Mobammed Bin Johia Hamid-od-Din, my refuge and 
stay is Allab, and my saccess can only be through Allah, 
{o the vame of the Clement and Merciful. 
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Oh, Allah! consolidate thy old Faith through the actively Tearned, and unveit 
through’ their blessed work the darkness of the ignorant, and lift up through their 
prakeworthy endenvout the lids off the eyes of the mentally blind, for they are the 

undies seas of knowledge, and the brilliant stars that lead to faith, and the ornament 
of religion of this world and the ono hereafter, as well us the possessors of abundant 
Virtues, of whom is the Sheikh of exalted glory and noble pedigree, the garden of 
whose learning is luxuriantly fruitful, Saied Mohatmed-el-Hariri, in whose countenance 
beams the refulgent light of pesce and exalted dignity. May Allah send down bis 
prayer on Mohammed, the last of His prophets, on hix family the ark of deliverance, 
and on the interpreters of the Book, and his adherents and supporters—as Suhaba and 
‘Anacy—who followed him in his lifetime and after his death, 

‘We praise Allah, than whom none can be hoped in, or feared, of worshipped. 
And there has reached us from you, ob, Saied, an esteemed letter nobly worded, and 
purely conceived, showing thy ervdition in all that relates to the Prophet's pedigree 
fv the Alinn finengs deneed by Coranie texts and the vouches of tradition, 
und explaining that “the motives of affection led to this correspondence, and the 
promptings of brotherly love attracted you thereto,” and that “the dietates of these 

nun and the Faith require the counselling of brethren, especially the rulors to 
whom Allah intrusted tho fate of his people ;” and the said letter, may Allah bless it, 
‘goes on to say that what took place of strife and conflict between us and the Governors 
dclegated by the Ottoman Government and the Imperial Throne was wrong : 
wherolore it nuggested reeoneillation, nod the removal of all that may lead to war and 
the evils thereof, quoting the texts and oniinances of the Hook to that effect, and 
farther commenting that loyal submission and allegiance are due to the ruler of the 

ople, and that the great Sultan wax appointed by Allah to raise tl 
Faith and consolidate the power of Islam ; that he is honoured with the se 
two muored shrines, and bas always performed the task of fighting the infidels and 
‘opposing the evildoers ; and that, therefore, it was his desire to pacify the world 
tho Faith, and exterminate the eotrupt aggréssors; and, fnaily, that the Yemen Provinee, 
being guarded by Allah, and being the centre of the Fuith, ns recorded by our lord the 
descendant of Edunn, hin object in all this was ul the love of his 
Faith ¢ to all of which wo say in reply 

TE is true that there ha occurred all that you say between us and those that are 
connected with the supreme and virtuous Sovereign (may Allah through him exalt 
Talat, and extirpate the ignorant infidels), But our object was in no wise worldly 

; nor ultimate bodily comfort and luxury, nor do we rely ou the boarded 
‘abundance of gain, nor aspire to more than we already possess of nobility of 
; but wo have seen that the officials were not giving Allab His duc, nor rexpeeting 
His laws nor those of the Prophets of Allab, but they have rather set up Unto themsotres 
fa religion that was offensive to the sight of Allah and antagonistic to Hix laws, 
committing every kind of texnsgression, and leading to the participation therein all 
howe of our people who came in contact with them, violating Allah by the deinking 
of wine, obscene relations with males, and every kind of fornication ; they have oppressed 
tho weak, insulted and degmdod the noble, until posterity wax corrupted, and the word 
of the Jews and Christians rove high, and the Kards and’ Bu people. 
‘They have discarded every regard for the faithful, a ry feeling of benevolence 
and pity towards the Moslems. Therefore, secing that the will of Allah wax unavoidable, 
wo have invoked His help, and putting our trust in Him, we began earnestly the fight, 
acting thus in accordance with the command of Allah the Most High, “And fight 
should be no more eonflict, and the Falth remain for Allah alone 
fing : “And let it be « nation calling’ unto righteousness and. preach 
wrong, and these shall prosper,” and Ifis saying: “ You were the best nation ever 
produced on earth, orderiog good, and warni and in fear of what 
Alla the Most High hax threatened us with in Hix say We cursed by the tongues 
of David, and Esau, the son of Miriam, the unbeliévers through theif trangrossions, 
"They would not refrain from evil, nor stop thereat, cursed be their doings.” Also the 
saying of him on whom be the prayer and peace of Allsh: Thou shalt onter goo, 
and warn against evil," and “May Allah place over you the wicked among you, the 
‘good and righteous shall ery, but they shall not be heeded. 

‘And at the end thereof the letter argues in its own favour, and espouses its 
own, For we eannot too vitally believe that if the vielorious Sovereign (may 
Allah thereby exalt Inlam) were to be acquainted with those outrages, about the reality 
‘of which no one ean differ, he would be moved by the noble zeal’ of the Faith and 
retrieve the ptst, and redress the wrong that has been committed against the Prophet's 
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descendants, without whom no intercession can be worthy. As it is, they—meaning 
the Government officials —get alienated more and more from the Faith, and indulge more 
grosaly than ever in every form of vice. 

‘And if thou shouldest say, oh, Saied, that these outrages are fearfully permitted to 
Islam, and that the commission thereof is allowed to the followers of the law of the 
Lord of Creation, yet none hut the blind can assert this, and if thon shouldest deny, 

Saied, that the heirs of the Prophet are themselves the evidence in essence and 

|, the saying of the Mest High cries to thee, “and we have bequeathed the Book 
To those whom we have ehosen of our servants, Some of these have wronged themselves, 


to follow, would never m 
people of my ruse. The AML Kihil and Onnnise 
over separate even until the last day.” And his saying (may the prayers, &e,) ; "The 
people of iny house are peace unto the world.” And bis saying (may the prnyers, Xe, 
* the people of my house aro ax tho Ark of Noah,” and many other sayings which the 
resent citeunstanee doos pot admit of quoting. Concrete reality is the bent proof and 
joader to the right path, not what thou hast threatened! us with, of slaughter and coercion, 
for we aro the people of the house of the Prophet, who are not shaken and disheartoned 
by frustrated hopes, and we do not consider the ‘ourselvex in the way of Allah, 
but ar the noblest of virtues, and we dread naug! of the noble and awful 
countenanes, and to Him alone do we turn ever at dawn and dua, 
“And my people consider death as the booty. 
‘And flight from the foo aa the worst indignity. 
Will he who deteated you have victory without the Mereitul ? 
infidels aro doludes, for if Allah bo on your side none shall conquer you, and 
if he defeats you, who will gra attr Hi AF you mapport Alla, He 
will support you, and make firm your feet,” “and we desire the helps of those who ha 
Been thought wenk inthe world to make them w vation that wll ert tho cath, and 
thei oi the earth, will keop up prayers, make 
people away from ovil, and to Allah is the end 


romise of our Lord is firm, and the end is for the pious, 
Thou dost find in our land but the faithfal, bent on the worship of Allah when the might 
its wings, oF reading the Book of Allah when the dawn raises itx shoot of light 

upon the world, 

(Oar placos of worship are always full of men of learning and action, ani our hearts 
aro dovoid of cowardice, and do not know discomiiture. Still do’ we not bonst 
aan others do of the eostly and fine appliances of war, or of training legions of soldiers, 
who, however, succumb tinder our orders; but rathor do we discard the pride of power 

ling humbly to the sacred folds of the robe of the Imamet ani the 
Prophecy 

Saplings that throve on the soil of viet 

Then blossed by the Prophets and Calife of Atiah 

‘Thoir tannor is their column of dust uppoatin 

Nigh emblem of powerful protection and friendship. 

We have exposed to thee, oh, Saied, our way ax wall ay th 
enemies: “Who of the two patties is deserving pence, if you know ? 
believed, and veiled wot their faith with injustice, these have pene, and they are tig 
Jed, And if the great Sultan wore to know the Feality of things he would hasten to our 
i wf always, and withdraw ail his sctrants from the Yemen Provinee to 

would forbid them to fight 

part of th person 

Sry ancestor. as ontaived 

of you,” Re, And let not the saying of the last 

‘of the Prophets be applic Ho who shall fight against us in latter days 
shall be as him who shall fight with the infidels." Nor the other saying of the Prophet 
“Tam war to thise wiom you fight, and pence to thous with whom you are at peace.” 
id Allah has ordained that one should be on the side of the righteous by His saying 

Db, you who believe, fear Allah and be with the righteous.” ‘The believers are those 
who believe in Ailah and His prophets, and who do not doubt, but have sacrificed their 
belongings and their persons in the way of Allah. Thove who are te righteous say this 
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y path ; T call unto Allah with enlightened eyes and mind, I, and those who follow 
me, May Allah be praised, and I am not of those who include others than Allah jn 
their worship. Oh, people, answer the call to Allak, and believe in Him. He will forgive 
‘You vour sins and deliver you from eternal torture. And he who will not respond to th 
all ito Allat wil be among the weak of the earth, for no other seevant will be hay 

or. * Oh, people, why do T call you to deliverance and you call me unto 
If thou dost see, obi, Saied, any eseape from the commandments of Allah, 
'd the law of the Prophet of Allah, and pot” aside 
and intimidation, for then the following saying would apply to the cirewm- 
“A brother eame with brandished sword ; 
Thy cousins, too, some swords possess.” 


AAs to anion and solidarity based on trath, how are wo to get that It is the most 
worthy path for to walk in, topping, ns it shall then, the torrents of blood that flow, 
and arresting the progress of evil, but wo can only ask the Most High to turn away 
from the Mahommedan nation all those evils and trials, and exuse it to rally round the 
Book and the House of the Prophet, intrusted with the message of Allah unto man, 

the strifen and divisions of Satan the hatefal. 

May Allah Anal it would bare 
better bohioved the great Sultan to consider the Yemen Provivee as one of the many 
provinces that he has left in tho hands of the infidels, and which he has not since 
reclaimed. 

But it is to the Yemen Provinee that we see thom now hastening with arms, the 
province which lies in the hands ot the children of the Prophot of Allah, who mai 
therein the laws of Allab, and oppose the deeds that He has forbidden by His lav. 
If they had only treated the people of the Prophet as ile many falidels to whom they 
have abandoned their kingdoms, 

Ob, allah, T take Thee for witness, and ‘Thou art an all-suflicient one, 


No, t 
India Office to Foreign Office.—(Rectived November 7,) 


THE Under-Seerotary of State for India presents his compliments to the Und 

tary of State for Forvign Affairs, and, by direction of Mr, Secretary Rrosdyiok, 
forwards herewith, for the information of ‘the Secretary of Stato, copy of Secret 
dlegpateh to. the ¢ went of India slates th instant, relative to projets of 
railway construction in the Adew Hinterkand 


India Offer, November (195. 


Inclosure in No. 41. 
Mr. Brodrick to Government of India. 
(Soervt.) 


My Lord, India Offer, 
MY ‘attention has been drawn to the cutrespundeuce Fogurding railway constr 
ton in the Aden Hinterland, printed in die proceedings (railway projects) of the 
05, Tis stated in Mr, Fraser's letter to the Government 
,, 1905, that the Government of India are prepared to 
ly proponils for the construction of a railway by private enterprise 
into the interior 
ubject, ax the correapondonce shows, involves many questions of policy 
which require idoratb neluding that of the rosy Salbilty for, ackl the 
meawures necessary for, the protection of the Hite when laid, Apart fron 
of poligy, the conditi Y Sultan have the power t 
it, will require enveful serutiny ninstabees [request that I may be farm 
with @ statement of your views on the whole mubject before any steps are taken in 
connection with the offers which may bo received 
Thave, de. 
J)” Sr. JOHN BRODRICK. 


aL 
No, 42. 


The Marquers of Lanulowne to Sir F. Bertir, 
Wo. 7 
Sir, Foreign Office, November 8, 1905. 

M. GEOFFRAY eallod npon me to-lay ou bobalf af the French Ambassador sind 
vtated that the communication whieh T had made to M. Cambor on dhe 24d ultimo as 
to the steps to be taken for carrying into. offect the arbitral docision an. the Muse 
how question, had beon daly submitted to M, Rouvier 

M. Rouvier had instructed the French Consul at Muscat to commisicat to hin 
British colleague, with the nocesary explinations, the list. of French protégés, a soon 
a5 coupleted, by means of the particulars which wore still awaited from the 

‘olonies and from Zanzibar. When the two afficors hail come to an agrocment 
matter, the list would be forwarded t0 Mis Majesty's Government through the 
Conwal 

M. Laronc had also boon directed to concert with Major Grey ax to the Dest 
means of bringing the rsults of the arbitration to the knowledge of tho subjects of the 
Soltan of Muscat 

oubt have, bec mare én 
tate, if tho ecision of The 


and the Freach Governn In accepting my proporals M, Rouvior had 
desired to give a frosh proof of the loyal and conciliatory pirit in which ho intondod 
to bring the question of the Muscat dhows to a definite settlement. 
Tam, ae. 
(Signe!) LANSDOWNE, 


No, 48. 


Foreign Office to India Offer. 


Sir, Foreign Office, November 9, 1905. 

TAM dirvoted ly the Marquess of Lansdowne to trannnit to you herewith, to be 

laid beforo the Secretary if State for India, copy of a deapateh from Hix Majesty's 

sh Atahassador i London hina 

nepresctta jonty’s Government respecting 

cof @ hospital at Dthali, and of a military road from Aden to tho 

sumuit of Jebel Jihaf. Sir Ny O'Conor imggests that, should Musurns Pusha act on 

these instructions, he should be informed that the internal arrangements which tho 

Government of Talia may think it advisable in the nine Cantons, in no way 
cancorn the Porte 

 Musaras Pasha has not as yet made wny such ropresentations 

Will bo answered in tho sonse suggested by Sir 


Tam, te. 
(Signed) ‘T.-H. SANDERSON. 





No. 44, 
India Office to Foreign Office —(Received November 13.) 


THE Under-Secretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under- 
Scorvtary of Stato for Forvign Affairs, and, by dimvetion of Mr. Secretary Brodrick, 
forwans herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, eopy of m telegram 
from the Viceroy; dated the Lith instant, relative to ‘the removal of the flag.staffe 
from the Makla Isthmus and Sheep Island. 


India Office, November 13, 1905. 





Tnclosire in No. 44. 
Government of India to Mr. Brodrick: 
(Telegraphic) P. November 11, 1908. 


FOUR telegram of the 16th August last. 
Flog ataffs cu Sheep Island and Maklab Isthmus were removed on the 18th ultimo. 





India Office to Foreign Office —(Received November 13.) 


PHB Under-Secretary of Stato for India presents his compliments to the Under- 
See oe or Siate for Foreign Affairs, and, hy direction of Mr. Secretary Brodrick, 
Sry ot Sith, for the Information of the Seeretary of State, copy of a telegram 
snthe Viecroy, dated tho 11th instant, relative to the report that German engineers 
tur being sent 10 Koweit in conneetion with the Bagdad Railway. 


India Office, November 133, 1905. 


a 


Tnolosure in No, 45. 


Government of India to Mr. Brodrick 


November 11, 1005. 
of the nt ultimo, ax ta Germans at Kowelt, Political Resident 
i ikh, in reply to question put by Senior Naval Officor 
ated that no Germat erm had been at Kows 
Mepected, but he promised nt once to report anything 
Mreament state that, so for, they have heard 1 
‘on the 17th October, and left for Kurrachoe 
fi ‘Grey has been requested to keep a watch 
Some German, French, and’ 


ships passing Muscat, an 


engineers wore met by Dan 
months in surveying Brogli-Bussoral seo 
that the same men are now returning to K: 


ay ; It is ponsible 
the work, 





No. 46, 


The Marquess of Lamadowne to M. Pensa, 


Seer Ferrign Ofte, November 13, 1006. 


WITH reference to my note of the i joi representations 
which the Italian and Britial Ambassadors ot Ps the rnc 
Government reapecting the export of arms wad amarunit 1 havo the 
i io mate nt a repent on, the subject las recently been received from the 
Renior Naval Officer on the Aden Diviaion of the Kast Tnities Station oe 

Tran this it would appear that canoes Teave Obokl frequently for Kaddaha, 
southieved of Mokba, with from 80 to 100 rites in cach, and although no arine can 
MMicialty leave dibuti, there ix sald never to be any difficulty in obteining clearance 

he by veasels engaged in this trade 
rain Eustace vdde that, owing to the diearmatent of the Arabs in Yemon by 
the Tutke, the former aro now endeavouring to rearin themvolves, and find Radiubs 
Vary stitable place, as the Turkish troops did not stop at Moka, « t visited 
Kaddu 


Ihave, &e. 
(Signed) LANSDOWNE. 
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No. 47. 
‘The Marquess of Lansdowne to Sir N, O' Conor. 


Foreign Office, November 16, 1905. 

LHAVE received your Excellency’s despatch No, 768 of 1 t ultimo, relative 

to the proceedings of His Majesty's ship “Fox” on her recent visit to Hodeida in 
nection with the "* Alwani” piraey case 

T concur in your commendation of Mr. Vice-Consul Richardson's conduct 

jout this affair, and T request that you will convey to him an expression of my 


Tirmnstnit horewith, for your information; copy of a letter fran the Adiuiralty, 
yt report from the Officer Conmanding His Majesty's ship “Fox” on 
his proceedings at Hodeida, You will observe thot Captain Eustace 

attention to the manner in which, FieldMarshal Shakir Pasha and Khalid Bey’ ¢ 

tributed towards bringing waters to w successful conclusion. You should, if you 

consider ble, return thanks to the Turkish Government for U a 


Lam, &e, 
(Signed) LANSDOWNE, 





No, 48. 
Foreign Office to Admiralty. 


Sir, Foreign Office, November 17, 100%. 
WITH celeronce to. your lela at tho 27 allieun’T ant divocted hy dhe Marge 
of Lansdowne to transmit to. you Lorewith, to be laid befor the Lots Commissioners 
‘of the Admiralty, copy of a deapateh from Ilis Majesty's Ambassador at Constantinople,t 
forwarding a report frot His Majesty's Vice-Cansul at Hoseida, relative to the roent 
Visit of Hix Majosty’s ship" Fox” to'that place in conncetion with the" Alwani" piracy 

Tam to request that you will convey to Captain Eustace an expression of Lord 
Lansdowne’ appreoiation of the good sorvices rendered by him on this occasion, which 
csintribute ards bringing matters to a succesatnl cunchision, 

Tam, &. 
(Sigel) "TT, SANDERSON, 





No. 49, 


Sir N. O' Conor to the Marquest of Lannlownerm(Receivedt November 20,) 
(No. 784.) 
My Lord, Pera, November 7, 190 

WITH reference to my despatch No, 698 of the 10th ultimo, I have the honour 
to report that the new arrangements rolstive to the conveyance of the Husa mail vid 
Koweit appear to be in fore 

His Majesty's Consul at Bussorah roports that the port arrived at that place on 
the Qnd instant, having been carried for the frst time vid Koweit, and that the 
journey from Hnssa to Hussorah occupied fourteon days. 

Tt is reported that the jourvoy was only a tentative it the postin 
was engaged by tho Mutowarif of Ma s ing, aceonting to 
the Contractor's statomont, guaranteed the safety of the post across the descrt, 

Me. Crow ix proposing to the Turkish authorities the adoption of th 
route proposed by Sir Goorge Mackenzie, and mentioned in your Lortsh 
No. 819 of the 26th September, but it appears doubtful. whet 
preferred to the preset arrange 








5a 


No, 50, 
Sir N. O'Conor to the Marquess of Lanulowne—(Received Norember 20.) 


(So. 702), 
My Lord, 
WITT reference to my despatch No. 780 of the $1st ultin 

forward to your Lordship herewith copy of a despatch addnussed by His Majost 
Gousul at Hodeida to His Majesty's Consul at Jeddah, roporting on the adi 

and economic atate of the Yemen Vilayet and on the military operatic 
wogress. 

Uhave, 4 
Gigned) o'CONOR. 


Tnelosure in No. 90, 


VicesConral Richardson to Consul Devey, 
(No. 190) 
Sir Hodeida, October 16,1905. 

THAVE now re information regarding operations of Fei Pasha’s 

T putas Sutn'a, reported cit iy dewpatch No, 108 of the 3Tst Angus. 
accotnts of the various engagements with the mbelx between Menakha and 
Ai fe the above retorral to deepatch, are, in 
tly core. = 

1k would wppiir that, thomgh the expedii 
tte tirunt of the fighting fll tc at the fo 

mer tbe on 
coms attained may be attributed, 

ts a th or ere ‘near Baan, on 
contented, the Aruba displaying great bra 
with heavy low, leaving: ying ‘bro cannon, 100 rifles, and a ¢ 

‘The Turks were molested on their mareh between Sonam Pasha and Sana'a, and 
some fighting resulted at the two of three villages on the way. 

‘The heights overlooking Sana‘ from the south-west were reached on the 28th August 
the Imperial troopa, and thie descent toward end on the 30th, when 
scharge of shraphel was poured into the principal fortress arrucks that 
re oooupied by ¥ gents, Bighting coatined during the greater part of the 

Mat, Birel-Ageab (the portion of Sana'a outside the native town, with which it i 
Dy u gute) being captured the same ev 1 of the town w 

ae Iter (Trea night and Ue city ite ent ollowing 

wanry of the Saltan’s accession to the throne, ‘The 

cls thereupon evn I male good theit escape, abandoning considerable 

ity of ammunition and 1 

The Tmam and his extowray th or 90th, without the 
Knowledge of his troops, fled to the 1 

ixtewn cannon that the Arabs wi 
sesro xeeapen 

‘The eapital'is fairly ruined, and the majority of the shops and depts have been 
aan G _ destruction Me houses y hax been eel in Lge in 
goneril. ‘The Turkish military hompital an¢ municipal pharmacy been, 
millage an brat ta ‘other Government buildings are wore of los intact 

lany of the principal Shoikls implicated in the Ta revolt are still at large at 
Sana'a, having toudefed their submiseton to Fezi Pasha. 

Tourn that the Tmam has lost e grat deal of his influence, and his followers are 
fast forking his cnuse. Tt is believed that he jx at present at Jebel Shara, in the 
mountains to the north of Sana's, and about three days’ journey from the latter 
pln 

‘The: neighbourhosd was soon brought under subjection, the Chiefs coming in 
volantarily and surreaderingtlles 

The towns of Aim wal Thwecks were occied! by Pexi Pasha without opposition 

h ame ‘and a few days la ukaban also, whieh is a most 
impregnable mountain fortress. 
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‘The army nest advanced towards Hajje, that was taken on the 7th instant. Tt is 
rumoured that the loss on the Turkish side in the fighting that took place was nearly 
2,000 killed and wounded before the whole distriet was subdued. "This intollig 

fever, not been confirmed. 
cf, it is beliovest, will return to Sana'a for the month of 
1 reinforce, after which his objective will be the Mashidt 


» operating from Taiz, is now at Damar, 
completely. rystorod communicatic The country. betwean Ta'ix 
so heen pacified, prinoipally owing to the Arabs having got tired af 


‘A friend of saine who recently proc 
the Interior for over twenty years, informs 1 
is abominabl of the villages en route huve been, 
wed, atid the popalition appreciably diss 
and last, but not least, 


till a lange military camp at Teit-el-Mahiti, near Menakha, the former 
headquarters of Feri Pasha and the General Staf, 
Since the beginning of Sep ‘quite 10,000 troops, including Redifs chielly, 
and 190 Homidioh eavaley from Asin Minor, with abmafiaat supplies and transport 
mals, have een rkedt at this port 
fare now 2,100 troops at Aboo Aviat waiting to advance and join. hands 
wa the next move is begun. 
of Asayr ix scarce, but everything points to a more settled 
under the administration of General Amin Pasha the Military 


loft for Constantinople om 
6th instant. Tt is supposed that his Excellency c by the Sultan to 
take up the appointment of Inspector-General of tho M vilayots, and 
ten rumoured that he may be ake! to fil the post of Grant Virer 
Yeas 0 most enlightened, just, and honourable officer, and. perhaps the 1nc 
that has ret been sent out to this provinces, Tt wax hoped that he would have remained, 
and been appointed Voli and Commander-in-chiof of the Yemen. 
Mont of the civil ndiniuistrative posta are now being refilled, and the majority: of 
fo yoturned to Sana'a, where Malunond Medim Bey, tho adjoint of the 
eral, hax been officiating in charge 
Tig remittincox are received more or lows every fortnight from C 
aneet the cost of maintaining the large army in the field and the expenditure of 
‘ilayet genorally, as there is not mock revenue coming in at present on account of the 
tanwottled affairs of the country, 
nport of foorL-stuffs in not so great now, excopt for the Turkish troop. 
I shronghout the: provines, hut unfortunately a 
good. portion of the Innd n has boon Inid waste and nogleeted. 
‘fie prospects of the eoflee crop for the approaching, season. are not wnfavour 
“Mie grown aurea (uilet) i» roplacoy the Ladin hpoxted ticle 1 tho 
he comdit the mounta rendered. very difficult by the 
rilivary operations, and ordinary utaide the rach of the avergo 
person, ax famine prices «till prevail, and supplies aro ve 5 
Pithorities anonopallye all available transport for the movernent of supplion to the 
large bodice of troops stationed everywhere, caiising great havtships to the starving, 


Pernie ode pier, that has been in the course of construction April 1904, 


tas unde very litle progress owing to the fuilure on the part of the Ottoman Govern 
nent to pay the arranged instalments to the contractors as thoy fall duc. 

‘ThoVantting in of the soutf-eant winds in this part-of the ed Sea next mouth 
will «till further delay operations, In the meantime, trade and merchants in generwl 
Will be subjected to the wanal Towes and inconvenience, in spite of the payment of 

ier doce. 
- Thave, 0, 
Signed)” G, A. RICHARDSON. 








v. O'Conor to the Marquess of Lansdowne.— (Received November 20.) 
(No. $07. Very Confidential.) 
Constantinople, November 14, 1905. 
ouree that, aceonling to information which 


tif and Mansour Pasha, employé of the Civil 
List, stating that the condition of the caza is very disturbed, and the population is 
entitely abandoning it, The Vali observes that as these telegrams have been sent 
Vik Bushire and Fao, the contents are necessarily known abrond ; yet though he has 
appenled twenty-one times for steps to be taken for the defence of the coast and for 
the ndoption of 1 sary measures nothing hias been done, and the state of 
alfalrs is getting mote ancl more serious. 

Thave, &e, 
(Signed) " N. BR. O'CONOR, 


Sir N. O'Conor to the Marquees of Lanadowne—(Reccived November 20.) 
(No. 81) 
My Lord, Constantinople, November 14, 1905 
T HAVE tho honour to forwart to your Lordship herewith a despateh trom His 
Majesty's Consul nt Jeddab, reporting tho proposed withdrawal of certain troops from 
» Yemen, 
T have, &o. 
(Signed) "N. 


Inclosure in No. 52. 


Consul Devey to 
(Xo, 112) 
Sir, 

I LRARN that the Ottoman quiry for transports to, 
carry troops from Hodeida to Acaba, and it is intended to send away sowe 10,000 or 
perliaps so many as 15,000 within the next ton or twolve weeks 

‘This confirms recent nows that the Yemen revolt is now eoded, and that the 
‘Turks are masters of all the country from Sana to Sada, while the Imam is boing 
driven from hole to corner. But doubtless the Hodeida Vieo-Consul will be reporting 
tho exnot state of affairs. 

y despateh No, 266 of the Gth March was re of some 
ships inelnding one Italian and ane Freae -yanee of troops from Acaba. 
On thin occaxion the Bombay and Persia Steam Navigation Company are offering 
some of their shipx on timo charter, and if an agreement be concluded I will not tail 
to report further. "There steamers would also be used for moving dmafts from one 
port to another on this coast. 





Sir N, O°Conor to the Marquess of Lansdoene—(Received November 20 
(No. S17. Sooret) 
My Land, Constantinople, Nevember 15, 1206 

T HAVE the honour to forward to your Lordship herewith o despatch from the 


Military Attiché to His Majesty's Embassy, ropurtingg on the suppression of the Yemen 
revolt. 


Thave, de. 
R. O'CONOR. 
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Inclosure in 


Colonel Surtees to Sir N. O’Conor. 
(No. 58. Secret.) 
Sir, Constantinople, November 15, 1906. 
T HAVE the honour to inform you that there are indications that the Yemen revolt 
has been practically suppressed. 
Recent information shows that the Ottoman troops are now masters of all the 
country between Sana’s and Sala, and that the Imai is being driven from place 
lace. 
An Iradé has been issued for the disbai 
fourteen battalions of Jerusalen and Tripoli (S 
+ will not retam vid the Suez Canal but be I 
1 have, &e. 
(Signed) H. CONYERS SURTERS, Colonel, 
Military Attaché. 





No. 54. 
Sir N. O'Conar to the Marquess of Lansdouneo—( Received November 20,) 


(No. 818. Secret.) 
My Lord, Constantinople, November 15, 1905, 

T HAVE the honour to forward to your Lordship harowith n despatoh from the 
Military Attaché at this Embassy, reporting on the organization of the Yemen coast 
into coastguard distri 


(Signed) N. BR, OCONORK 


Inclosure in No, 54, 


Colonel Surtees to Sir N. O'Condr. 
(No. 50, Seoret.) 
Sir, Constantinople, November V5, 1903, 

RELIABLE information has been obtained that it is proposed to reorganize the 
Yemen Littoral, with a view to the protection of tho seaboanl ns well as of certain 
railways, which it is contemplated to construct from the coast to the interior 

‘this end, it is said that the coast is to bo divided into three zones of 
observation 

1, From Hab-el-Mandeb to Camaran, 

2. From Camaran to the post of EL Vosim 

3, From El Vexim to the station of EL Ashra. 

With bead-quarters respectively at (1) Jebel Sefer, (2) Puen Island, (8) we 
suitable island, not yot decided upon. 

i zone" is to'bo provided with a small steamer of not loss than 12 knots spuod, 
and carrying two Q.P, guns of 30-40 millim, oalibie, 

With cach steam-boat will he an auxiliary flotilla of four or tive sombooks—the 
whole to bo under the supervision of the Commodore at Hodeida, who is to havo a 
special steamer for tho purpow. 

Fach sambook is to carry a amall Q.P. gan. ‘The orews of theso as well as of the 
‘Steatnors will be natives, but when on duty soldiers will bo embarked, 

Alotitla will bo employed principally in preventing the importation of arms 
and other contraband articles into tho Yom 
L have, &e. 
(Signed) H. CONTER SURTEES 
Military Attach, 
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No. 55, 
India Office to Foreign Office (Received November 24.) 


Sir, India Office, November 22, 1908, 

T AM directed. to acknowledge. the receipt of your arabe ‘Oth instant, 
forwarding copy of a despatch from His Majesty’s Ambassador at Constantinopla, ist 
which be reports that the Turkish Ambassador in London has beets instructed to roake 

as to His Majesty's Goverument respecting the construction o 
wud of a military road from Aden to the suzumit af Jebel Jib 

In ruply, 1 at to say that Mr. Secretary: Brodrick concurs in th 
answer which the Marquess of Lansdowne propowos 10. gin 
make any sch reprventations, 

ain.to add that, aa will be seon from the correspondence communicated to the 
Foreign Office on the 1th instant the establishment of a hospital and. dispensary at 
Dalla has been sanctioned tentatively for a period of four months by the Government 
of Inia. ‘Tho constrvetion of a road from Nolet Dakin to Dabala is 
Hotter from the Acting Resid : 27th August, which was inoluded in the 
carves forwanted to the mn tho Slat ultimo. 

Tam, te. 
(Signed) A. GODLEY. 





No, 56. 
India Office to Foreign Office —(Received November 28.) 


‘THE Under-Secretary of State for India presents bis compliments to the Under 
Secretary of State for Foreign Aifuirs, and, by direction of Mr. Secretary Brodrick, 
Eran Lara for Ue energie Sceretary of State, copy of inciowures in a 
letter from the Foreign Secretary to the Government of India, dated the 19 tober, 
relative to the Muscat Arbitration Award oe 


India Office, November 27, 1905, 


Avolowure i in No. 56, 
Major Cos to Government of Initia. 


(Tolegraphio, Bushire, September 13, 1905. 
BLEASE sec your telegram of tho 11th instante’ verture To point out 
that Froneh Government “ renouvellement™ document in xpecifieally valid for one year. 
All sea-going dhows should have loft Sar long before thia for their winter voyages, and 
Inte Bind gc re — ugrad ei so far as I can soe, unless some specific 
ipulation to the contrary is made forthwith, both witigate the effect of th ir 
sR its fulfilment for ees rieebeon be = 


Inclosure 2 in No. 56. 
Government of India to Major Cox. 


(Telographic.) Simla, September 20, 1908. 

. PLEASE refer to ‘your telegram dated the 13th festa ‘The French 
Government propose only temporary renewal of navigation licences. Have you reason 
Etlgne that “<renoureloments for foll twelve months are being granted by the 

onal? 


Signor Tittoni to M. Rowvier (Communicated by Signor Pansa, November 23.) 


M. lo Ministre. 

JE remercie votre Excellence de 1a communication qu'elle a bien voulu m'adresser 
Ie 13 Septembre au sujet do ta répression de In contrebande des armes dans In zone 
prohibée reconnue par l'Acte Général de Bruxelles. 

Vous me faites "honneur, M. le Ministre, de me rappeler qu’en répondant & ma 
communication du LA Péerie tre ITtalio et 
la Grande-Bretagne, votro pridécessour m'a informé, sous 11 Mars, des 
merures prises par le Gouverneur de I Cate Francaise des prévenir le 
tenfle illicite des armos dans los eaux territoriales do In Ci Tavais, en eflot, 
dabord. regu, sous In date du 27 Février, une lettre par Inquelle son Excellence 
M. Deleass® m‘annongalt que sha communication da 14 avait 
Ministre des Colonies et qu'ano niponte mo xr 

Plus tard, soas In date du 11 Mars, en ripond 
remis Je 18 Décembre, 1006, rolativement aux 
de Tadjourah trouvaiont i so procurer des armes A tir rnpi 
Rlrangores mo faisait savoir que le Gonverneur du Protectorat Francais avait rappel 
récemment aux négociants de In Colonie qu'ils woxposoraiont, x 
vendissent des nrmes et dos munitions iligonex do In région de Tadjourab, aux 
Fénalités prévues par lo Iieret du 18 Octobre, 1504, et quo, d'autre part, Yes sutorités 
focales veiliaiont attentivement & Yapplication i 24 Ootobre, 1904, aux 
termes duquel les boutres partant de Djibouti étaient tenus d’aller se faire visiter & 
Obokh, de sorte que les négociants ne pouvnient, sans grando difflculté, livrer aux 
indigdnes des armes et « 

‘Mon Gouvernement a Je tomps informs du contenu de ees deux com 
munications, mais il m’s fait observer qu'ellos no népondaiont qu'imparfaitement A 
calles que, d'npris sos instructions, Javais on Thonnour de nmottre auccessivement au 
Département quo votro Excellence dirige actuellement, 

Malgn’ tous les offorts employs jusqu’iet pour oblenir le respect des dispositions 
do VActo Ginéral de Bruxelles, il a G6 on maintes eitconstances constaté que les 

wuplades indiginea du Somaliland Italien ont $0 procurer une quantité 
importante d'armes et de munitions, et que les Danokils vivant dans In oontréo qui 
sépare V'Brythrée du Protectorat Frangais, disposent égalemont d'un armement qu'ila 
rhe peuvent wétre procuré que par des moyens illicites, 

Un des moyens employ’s fréquemment pour Sehapper A la eurveillance des 
autorités Coloniales Prangaises consiste & exporter dea déywts de Djibouti les armos et 
lea munitions, en les dirigeant d'abord & Ia edte d’Arabie, doi elles viennent ensuite 
réexportées pour étre débarjuées sur les points non surveiliés du littoral Africain. 11 
ya lien pour le Gouvernement Frangais de s'enquérir de cos manduvres frandulouses 
ue les mesures adoptées & Djibouti ne suffiraient point A déjouer. Le Gouvernement 
Aa Rot ne saurait mettre en’ doute Pintéett que celui do la Républiqae t Tukeméme 
de prootder, par tous os moyens posible, hla répreavon do cet cantrband, qu, dans 
Isrégion de Tadjourah, finimit par menacer la teanquillité aussi bien des possossions 
Italiennes que des ses, 

Tl parait qu'en dehors de Djibouti et de !Obokh, les ebtes de In Colonie Frangaise 
manquent totalement de postes do surveillance, et que dans les eaux territoriales 
do Protectorat aucun service de police maritime n'est organisé. Cex circonstances 
seraient de nature i facliter le débarquement ot le passage des armes quo les indigénes 
de la contrée de Tudjourah cherohent avidement & se procurer. 

‘Le Gouvernement Italien, en sppelant amicalement Yattention de celui do la 
République sur cos circonstances de fait, est persuadé d'avance de pouvoir compter 
‘sar tout son concours pour aboutir A I'application nécossairo et aévire dos clauses par 
Jesquelles les Puissances réunies i Bruxelles en 1890 ont voulu que Je trafie des armes 
avec les inigines Africains fit Interdit. 


Veuilles, &. 
(Signé) ‘TITTONT. 
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Inclosure # in No. 56. 
Major Coz to Government of India. 


Bushire, September 28, 1905. 

[SENT you my telegram of the 1th September without reference to Major Grey, 

who was absent in Bombay. On receipt of your telegram of the 20th September I 
referred to him, and ho replied as follows >— 


“There appears to be no doubt that the *renouvellements’ recently granted wero 
according to the usual form and were available for one year. Personally, 1 do not 
think this of mach importance, as when M. Laronco arrives and matters are sottled, 
persons concerned, if not entitled, will have to give thetn up. At the kame time there 
Appears to be a breach of the stater quo involved. 


My point was that the dhows concerned, having set out with their “ronouvelle- 
ents” for their annual voyages, eannot ordinarily be dealt with again uutil their return 
just before or just after next south-west inousoon, 


Inclosure 4 in No, 56. 
Major Coz to Government of India. 


Bushire, September 17, 1905, 

IN Foreign Department telogram dated the 14th August I'was directed to eabmit 
my views with regard to the Muscat Arbitration Award, after consultation with the 
Political Agent, Museat 

In my telegram of the 24th August I asked permission to delay my final roply 
pending receipt of the printed copies of the complete proceedings and their accompa 
despatchen 

‘These documents haye now reached me under Foreign Departinent endorsements, 
marginally noted,* and T have the honour to wubmait my viows as directed, 

Meansshile, the Government of Todia havo received Major Grey's lottors, Nos, 407 
and 410, and copies of the Memoranda of his viows and their accompaniments, which he 
subsequently forwarded to me. 

2, Tho full text of the preamble to the actual terms of the Award presents tho 
latter in 8 much more favourable light that did the first telegraphic summaries, and at 
all events places it beyond doubt that the Sultan's poaltion Is considerably benelited by 
the result of the arbitration, and that neither His Highnoss nor we have any reason to 
regret having committed the issue to the Tribunal 

Apart from the last item of the Award, which is, of course, most important, 
there are three points in the preamble to the Award which scem'to me especially 
satinfactory — 

(1,) ‘Phat the Court have decided that Franco is bound, in the grant of her flag, by 
the provisions of the Trussels Aet, expecially Article 32. 

(2) That they bave decided that it is undeniable that the practice pursued by the 
Fronch facilitates traffic in slaves. 

(8.) That they have given the Freueh Government a very strong hint that they 
‘are morally unjustitied in persisting in their reservation of Article 42 of the Brussels 
Act, 


3, Were the prosent Ruler a stronger character and his administration more 
effective and civilized, and could we hope with any confidence that French Consuls and 
French Colonial party would be proof against temptation to circumvent them, then the 
terms of the Award would be all that we could reasonably want, and the privilege of 
inviolability in Muscat waters with which the protected vessels have been endowed would 
have been # consideration of minor importance. 

As things are, however, the decision of the Tribunal on this point will, I believe, 
affect the results « good deal, and what past experience teaches me to ear is that as long 
as there are ten or a dozen fiag-holders who can sail into Muscat Harbour, ot cut 
defiantly across the bows of the * Nur-el-Bahr”” at sea, under the French flag, they will 


* Dated Awpust 31 and Seplamber 6, 1908, 
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still ignore the Sultan, at Muscat, and will form a disturbing leaven among the population 
at Sur. 

His Highness Seyyid Feisal is so prone tolet things drift for the sake of « quiet life 
that onless we aro constantly vigilant in helping him to maintain his authority, and 
improve his administration at Sur, itis possible that he may, in spite of the terms of the 
‘Award, continue to allow the French flag clement to defy bis local representatives, and 
defraud him of his Customs revenues, sooner than have nopleasant half-hours with 
Consuls or naval commanders of the French Government. It remains to be seen what 
steps we can devise to prevent stich a contingency. 

4, A great deal, of course, depends on the number of protégés who survive the 
insestigation of their claims to protection. 

Tn this connection Mr, Konald Graham estimates ten or twelve.® Major Grey 
thinks only two, but, judging from the list of names and approximate dates which he 
furnishes, there will be « good many more than that who have received papers between 
1568 and 1802. This can only be ascertained by thorough investigation, and the dates 
cannot be stated authoritatively peuding M. Laronce’s return, 

6. Then there are two points which I think might have been settled more explicitly 
in the Award— 


(a) As to whother there is any inheritable right to carry the flag, (I gather 
from the terms of lines 9 and 10 from the bottom of p.G of the Award that there 
is not.) 

(j.) An © the manner in which the claims are to be investigated. Definite 

tions on the latter point would have eliminated a fruitful source of difficulty, 
Thu, lause 3 of the first part of the actual Award provides that the title to fly the 
tng Is conditional on the applicant being able to establish that he had been treated as 
f protégé before 1863, 

‘But establish before whom? 


6, Lastly, with regard to measures to be taken to make the Award effective— 


a.) Major Grey writes that the Soltan is averse to the issue of « Proclamation at 
Sur, but F think this hesitation ix only duo to the faet that the Sultan bad not then seon 
the complete Award, and did not fully understand it. I quite agree, howover, that any 
otifieation would be protaature until the titles of all the elaimants have been investigated 
and decided, 

‘Once that ix done, Lam of opinion that the issue of a written notification explaining: 
tho Award is indispensable, and that {t should not be left to the ignorant mercies of 
tho Wali of Sur—a very humble porson xt presont. 

Tf this course is not taken, the French Dragoman will be in a position to mise 
represent the terms of the Award to the Suris to nny extent, and keep alive their 
disaffection, 

What { fear is that, owing to M. Laronce’s delay, all the French dhows and their 
seagoing owners will have left Sur and be absent for the next xix months. If that 
proves to be the cane, I think the broad terms of the Award shoal be pro 

known forthwith, and repeated in great detail later when the claims ha 


The notifieation might be ixued by the Sultan in consultation with, and «with the 
concurrence of.” the Consuls of England and France, and shoald specify the names of 
those persons entitled and thoxe not entitled to fly the lag on their bows 

Te should also contain the threat suggested by Major Grey that the ue of the flag 
by unauthorized porvons or dhows would be punished with the utmost rigour 

(b,) On M. Latonce's return he will no doubt enter into communieation with the 
Sultan or Major Grey. 


(1.), The first thing to be done isto neo how many persons on the list the French aro 
prepared to eliminate forthwith. ‘The titles of the remainder should then be thoroughly 
‘nventigated, and any cae with rogard to which the Consuls and the Sultan cannot 
come to an agreement, should he reterred to London nd Paris. 

(2) Noxt, a draft notification for the Sultan to imue sbould be drawn up and 
approved by both Governments. It ahould include a list of approved protégé. 

(2) Any doubiful points coming to light during the above negotintions, such as the 


= ‘This calootn was made after goloy through the lite with Mr. Craien, bat It ly if anything, over the 
nak, 
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avestion of inheritabe tie, shoold be referred to London and Paris and authoritatively 
settled. 

(4.) It is presumed that any person found flying the French leg mnlawfully 
or ronning contraband under it will be punished by the Saltan if caught in Muscat 
waters. 


7. Ihave the honour to offer two suggestions for the consideration or reconsideration 
of Government— 


(1.) That it should be decided betwoen us that the creck which divides the (wo 
Settlements of Sur, and which at high water makes the Mugraimatein half almost an 
island, is, within the territorial limits of Sur town, and the French tag shall not be 
flown there. If this is not done, cases of so-called violation of the flag during the tribal 

‘of the inhabitants will be likely to recur. 

That when we see what th after settlement of 

Points of dispates, the the dispateh of x Vice.Consul or Consular 
Agent to Sur after a convenient interval should again be taken into consideration, with 
4 view to keeping the Soltan ap to asserting is position thero and realizing his revenue. 
‘The presence of an intelligent officer would, Ubeliere, materially conduce to the spread 
of civilzing influence and to the reduction of the Sur community to order. His presence 
would at the same time encourage French Coneuls to adbere to the terms of the 
‘Award and prevent flag-holders from assuming any unauthorized privileges on land, 


Tnelosure 5 in No, 96, 
Government of India to Major Cos 


(Telographiic,) Simla, October 16, 1905, 
WE have sont tho following telegram to the Secretary of State, dated the 
Mth Getober, which is now being repeated for your guidance and that of Major 
¥— 
0 of the 10th August. 
‘course of preparation.” 


A letter will be sent to you on the subject. 


Inclosure G in No. 66. 


Government of India 7 Cos, 
(Confidential), beer fe 
Sir, 

te Simla, October 

| AM directed to acknowledge the roceipt of your tet she tah Replat 
1000, on the subject af the step» 10 be taken to carry ot the Musca Abie 
2. The Government of India agree with you that it may altimatoly be 

exercve some vigilance with a view to necting the ausortion by ils Highness ine Salina 
of his full rights under the Award; bot, as you will bave seen from tho tologram to the 
Secretary of State of the 16th October, 1005, which was repeated to you for guidance, 
the fest step should, in the opinion of the Government of India, be for Major Grey nnd 
'M. Laronce to endeavour to arrive at an understanding on all points of doubtful inter- 
bec and also on the terms af the public notification to be issued by the Sultan, 

then necessary, reference ean be made to the Government of India for guidance. 
ee bs pe ere of India a eve gn re with the present data before 

1, 10 . ‘opinion on your p it the French flag sh 
in the creak which divider the two Settlements of Sur.” The Teh tty the Feo ‘tng 
Til presumably continue to be tho sare in all parts of the territorial waters of Muscat, 
and it is unlikely that the French Guveramest, who have already been deprived of 
saben ion of the rights claimed by them, would consent (0 a further dimination 
af these without x guid pro gue, Tam to aiggest that you should furnish fll account of 
‘the special circumstances which, in ier opinion, would justify the raising of this 
rr 1 advantages which’ are likely to accrue to the from tne adoption: 

1596) 
R 
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ror sxeettisdtho: albnd|whi tern Jeo its agreed to by 
. Laronee. 

‘The Government of India propose to await your final recommendations before 
considering the question of appointing a British officer at Sur. An essential eloment in 
the situation will be the probability of such a step being followed by similar section on 
the part of the French ; it would, therefore, be of assistance if you could state in due 
‘course your opinion not only on this point, but also as to whether a régime under which 

British and a Fronch Vice-Consul might be statioued at Sar would be preferable to 
‘one involving no forcign representative at that port. 
T have, &e. 
(Signed) ' 8. M. FRASER, 
‘Secretary to Government of India, 





No. 57, 
India Office to Foreign Office {Received November 30.) 


Bir, India Office, November 28, 1908. 

IN continuation of the letter from this Office of the 30th ultimo, I am directed 
by Mr Secretary Brodrick to inclose, for the information of the Marquess of 
Lansdowne, copy of further papers received {rom India relating to the reorganization 
‘of the Muscat Customs by placing them under an offlcer to be lent by the 
Government of India, and to m proposal for a lonn to the Sultan in connection 
therowith, as part of the scheme for a genoral sottlement of His Highness’ flaances, 

‘he proposal tha. the Customs should be placed bythe Sullan under an ofl 
ont by the Government of India is in accordance with the views expressed in 
Bir B, Gorst’s letter of tho 28rd March last. But ns regards the loan, Mr. Brodrick 
would be glad to be informed whether, in the opinion of Lord Lansdowne, there is 
ny objection to the proposal of the Government of India in viow of the present state 
of tho nogotiations with the French Government ax to the Award of ‘The Hague 
‘Tribunal in the recent arbitration, 


Tam, de. 
Gignel) "A. GODLEY, 


Tnoloaure 1 in No. 57, 
Major Grey to Government of Indi 


(Tolographic.)  P. Muscat, October 1, 1905, 
HAVE to-day sent the following to Major Cox — 


Pleaxo refer to your letter to the Forvign Department dated the 24th 
‘September, and ita inclosures 
“Timor ie not going to the Hajj, but the Sultan still would be gina of the 
money to finance some fomale relations who wish to go. I would recommend its 
it ouly on condition of Sultan's acceptance of such proposals ax Government of 
fais sco Nt to make. ‘Meanwhile, 1 restrain Sultan from borrowing from Banians, it 
might be advisable to tell him that Government of India desire him to adhere to the 
undertaking to borrow only from ther. 


Inclosure 2 in No. 57. 
Government of India to Major Cox. 


(Confidential) - 
Sir, Simla, October 21, 1906, 

T AM directed to acknowledge the receipt of the papers ou the subject of the 
reform of the Customs of Oman and the proposed loan to the Sultan of Muscat. 

‘2. In reply, I am to state that the Government of India approve your view of 
the situntion, and that if the Sultan again mentions the subject of a loan, the Political 
‘Agent should explain to His Highness the conditions upon which they are prvpared to 
lend. ‘These are— 
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(1.) That © trained Customs officisl bo borrowed from the Government of Tndia, 
and placed nt the head of the Oman Customs; and 

(2) That any loan shall form part of a satisfactory schemo for the adjustment of 
‘the Sultan's finances generally. 


4, I am to add that, should the Sultan be prepared to entertain the idea, you 
should submit to the Government of India the scheme for the adjustment of the 
Moscat finances, which avpears to you to be practicable, Until this has been 
‘considered, no promise of pecuniary 2id should, of oourse, be made to His Highnes 

Thave, &. 
(Signed) ' C. SOMERS COCKS. 


Inclosure 3 in No, 67. 
Mojo Cos to Government of India. 


Bushire, September 24, 1905, 
I HAVE the honour to acknowledge receipt of Foreign Department lettor, dated 
the bth instant, asking me fo state my views upon the points raised in the marginally: 
the Political Agent, Muscat,* 

's subsequent telegram of the 22nd September, intimating a request 
hy the Sultan for a further loan of 20,000 eupecs has since boen received, and ean be 
dealt with at the same time, 

© In connection with the first two pamgmphs of Major Groy's Intter, T would 
invite references to the recond of the private interviow whic tho Sultan had with 
his Excellency tho. Viceroy on the 19th November, 100%, in which the state of things 
now existing was discussed by his Rxcallency. 

3. From Major Grey's subsequent report, it appears that the individual mentioned 
‘at the clore of pamgraph 3 of hix lotter wax the Patish Indian Banian, Damodhar 
Dharmsce. I gather that he ix at present only supervising accounts, ‘but £ am a 
Aittle apprehensive of the ro-mntry of the Banian element into the working of the 
Customs, and at the samo time disappointed at Seyyed Feisal having taken the two 
important stops of suspending hix Superintendent, Mahomed Tbrabim, and taking on 
Damodhar Dhararosee under such conditions, without fully consulting his Political 
‘Ageat before the fact, as has apy 

For Mahomed Ibrabim 


vision ; and it 
At the 


nian nigime. 

3. Referring to the Political Agent's statement of debts in paragraph 4; from 

wrating items (1) and (2), T gather thnt item (2) mts customs duty taken in, 

fvance from merchants recently ; and dooe not include outatandings trom the old 
farming days. ‘deduction is correct, then T should mention that Damodhar 
Dharamsce is not tho only one who claims to have an unsettled account from the 
days of his farm. If 1 am not mistaken, other quondam participators in the farm, 

‘Gopal Waljee, and I think Ruttonsce Purshotam and possibly othors, have similar 

ag, but nove of them have over bows officially recogaized hitherto, and bore hey 
Were #0 recognized, they would require to be earefi i 
prior to being liquidated with money lent by the Government of India. 

6, Low turn to Major Grey's telegram of the 22nd instant, intimating that the 
Sultan secks another loan of 20,000 rupess; this time for the purpose of enabling 
Seyyed Taimoor to perform the Hi 

Neither the loan nor the object for which it is desired, altogether commend 
themselves to me; with regand to the latter, Tattach a separate Memorandum, as my 
sons have no connection with the Bella fnzaoes. It-vill ba soo thas it Say 
opinion that if Seyyed Taimoor can be prevent forming the Hajj now, s0 
such the better . oe st 

* Majoe Grey to Goversmunt of India. August 14, 1908. 
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7. Speaking from a financial point of view, I think we may claim to have lately 
stretched several points for the Sultan in onicr that no moneta ty might 

Pending the issue of the decision of The Hague Tribunal in the 
French flag cus. “That consideration now no longer holds gomd, and I doubt the 
expediency of wiving his Highness any more small loans for specific purposes for 
the present. Tey aro uot sulicently largo to enable us to obtain Any’ suitable 
quid pro quo for them, and if his Highness still persists in spite of our wivice in 
allowing his finances to remain in this unsatisfactory state, and if there is no specific 
Political advantage to be gained from the loan in question, further monetary favours 
on our part wil tend to encourage him in his thriftlesanes I have little doubt that 
this is Major Grey's opinion as well as my ovn, 

8, ‘The only basis, therefore, upon which T would recommend compliance with his 
Highnes's request would be supposing that the loan were considered os part of 
salisfuctory scheme for the adjustment of his finances generally, and his application 
for it gives urs gvod opportunity for reverting to this queation, 

8. His Majesty's Government donot like the idea of our offering him a definite 
juarantes, on the grounds that the measure might be considered incompatible with 
is complete independence, But without formally guaranteeing any »pecifle amount 

cither monthly or yearly, we might perhaps explain to his Highness that he must 
now sce for himself that he cannot expect absolute honesty in the administration of 
his Customs from any roving outsider whom he may appoint, and that under present 
conditions ho will nover know for eartan that he is hot being rubbed’; and that until 
ho makes up his mind to take our advice and place his finances generally on 9 surer 
footing, it will bo impossible for us to encourage him to throw good money after had, 
by advancing small loans on easy terms for every unforoseon expense that ho from, 
time to time has ta meot; that if he will borrow from us three thoroughly tmined 
Customs officals for Muscat, Gwadusr, and Sur from our Customs yerviee, we stall then 
know that ho is getting the ment advantage posible from his rightful revenue, and 
shall be in-a muoh better position to help him with an occasional advance when 
takings aro short, and to allow him to recoup us through his Customs Superintendent 
when tendo in brink, We shall, in faet, be moro sure of our security than we can be 


{ be will not socnpt this proposal, then tho only alternative would be to fall 
back on the suggestion to lt » private bank onter the Tit 
should explain that if the first and profernble arrangement is, for 
h it dificnlt to appreciate, a0 opposed to hin idean, we are Prepared to 
introduce him to» reliable bank which would administer his Customs for him foe @ 
reasonable commission, my 5 per cont. and boing thus aware of the security which they 
had, would no doubt lond him money when be had prossing necds, if indeed such ® 
course were necemary; but that asa tater of fact, if his revenue were collocted in & 
systematic and busitim-liko manner, there would probably be no need after a timo for 
his having to resort to loans. 
In any caso, 1 think we should use the present opportunity to make another 
‘attempt to make him soe the error of his ways, and If he shows an inclination to accept 
our advieo, wo could modify our proposals in onter to follow tho line of least resistance. 


Inclosure 4 in No. 57. 


Memorandum regarding the eeported wltrasreligious tendencies of Seyyed Twimoor-bins 
Feiaol. 


turhan worn by the Mullah being 
cultivated by somo of his father’s fanatical enemies in ‘the Sharkiyeh, such as the sons. 
of Saleh-bin-Ali, the rebel of 1506, 


I was hardly inolined to take Seyyed Taimoor’s frame of mind and 
thought these were peobably much exaggerated ; but whea I visited Muscat later on 
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fn connection wih the Pron flag case, SeyyedTaimoor'stendencia in this drvetion 

again pointedly inentioned to me by nat 
weweyjcconlinely discussed the matter with Major Gres, and subsequently when 
paying a friendly visit with him to His Highness the Suliam, I told the latter of 
rumours which I bad beard while touring in the Gulf, and which had now been 
repeated to me by friends here. I went on to remind ‘kim that Taimoor was still 
young and impressionable, and urged him to be vigilant in regard to him, and not to 
let him get out of hand—a result which he would surely regret. T added that T was 
confident that he would agree with me that a bigotted religious enthusing ike bis 
forbear Sultan Seyyed Salim would be very out of place as Ruler of Muscat in theve 
"57 srg ighnews replied thal be didnot rogard, the matter seriously, aod that 
the reports were a goad deal exaggerated. Nevertheless, he sent for Taimoor.and 
asked him to listen to what I had to say to him—evidently glad to have the 
Pre epzaied the purport of what Thad said tothe Sultan to the boy himself, and sald 
hat I bad always spoken well of him to Government, and hoped that he would not 

re mo reason to alter my opinion of him, and that these reports that T bad beard of 

iestly tendencies noed not be taken seriously. : 
we Tie plied Ut bo had no, grater wih than to continue to deserve the good 
opinion of Government and thelr Representatives, and asked me not to believe 
that he was doing any more than trying to fulfl the ordinary requirements of his 
religion. 

fo sent_me a mosage to the same effect Inter on, I asked Major Groy to 
wmainisi’riginor in, reparl to bib, but id uot coosider Ute matte wlcicily 
serious to think it necessary to report specially on the subject to Government. 

Recent entries, however, in the Muscat diaries regarding Esacbin-Salob's 
‘movements, and the inention that he hias given up to Seyyed ‘Caimoor a sword of is 
father's, which was looted from him in the attack of 1505, and now the news that 

imoor wants to perform. the Injj, all tend to make me fear that he has not 
‘Utra-religlous fit, nor his AMutowwa friends, and that his perseveranco 

Tine of conduct is by no means to bo encouraged. He is quite young yet, and 

ery impressionable, and if the Sultan could be advised in a friendly way to dissuade 
Wim, trom going, on, the Mecca pilgrimage of to refuse funds, in my Judgment it 
would be a good thing. It is quite probable that while on the Hajj, ovil-wiahors o 
his father would try to work on his prosnt weakness nd got him away from hin 


father, 
7 (Signed) _P. %. COX, 
Officiating ‘Political Revident in the Pervian Gulf. 


No.5 
India Ofice to Foreign Office —(Received November 30.) 


‘THE UnderScoretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under- 
Secretary of State for Foreign Mien, and, by dretion of Mr. Secretary Brodrick, 
forwards herewith for the information of the Secretary of State, copy of inclosures in 

letter from the Poreign Secretary to tho Government of India, dated the 2nd 
November, relative o the affairs of Koweit, 


India Office, Nov.mber 29, 1908. 


Inclosure 1 in No, 58, 
Mojor Coz to Government of India. 


‘ Bushire, October 7, 1008. 
WITH reference to Consul Crow's telegrams of the Ist October, which were 
to the Government of India with my covering tel of the 2nd and 
T have the honour to forwani, for the further information of the Government 
of India, copies of the communications which have since passed on the subject. 
2. From the fact that Mr. Crow, in addressing His Majesty's Am| ‘aera 
[1596] 
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on the subject of the identity and reliability of his confidential informant, T infer that 
he is inclined to treat the latter as a reliable authority, and to give credence to his 
statements, and I fear that His Majesty’s Embassy may do the same, I have there- 
fore marked cert passages of Inclosure 3 with marginal numbers, and venture 
to offer the following observations apart from the Senior Naval Officer's Report, 
which deals only with the items of news which Mr. Crow reported briefly by 
telegram >— 

3.—(L.) Sheikh Mubarak’s annoyance at seeing ships in Koweit—I was myself in 
Koweit when the “ Turkestan,” “ Baluchistan,” and “ Lotus" were at anchor there, 
‘The latter is u Bussorah tug, and the two vessels of Messrs. Strick and Co.'s line being 
unable to emerge from the Bussorah River fully loaded, and finding a choppy sea 
running outside the bar, came round to Koweit to complete their loading work. The 
British India Steam Navigation Company's steam-ship “ Goalpara" was in at the 
vame time. ‘The presence of these ships was alluded to in conversation between myself 
and Sheikh Mubarak, but on both sides from the point of view that the presence of 30 
many merchantmen was an auspicious indication of the security and prosperity of the 
Port of Koweit. 

(2) ‘The Sheikh's efforts to free himself from the English Loon.—This is obviously 
fanciful, there not being any loan. 

.) Treatment of His Majesty's ship “ Redbreast™ at Koweit—His Majesty's ship 
* Redbroast" called at my roqueat ‘a letter or memago on hor way to Bussorab, 
T havo been in communication with her Commander since, and be kas boen back here 
hip, but I have received no report from him, private or official, which would 
ing of the kind alleged, 
hips come bn.—The Political Agent will 
respeot, If he does not fly the 
‘lug daily, itis simply for the sake of economy in bunting. I do not quite see what 
this item of the report fs intended to suxent 

(8) The Sheikh has forbidden his subjects to take service with Englishmen.—This 
aeons extremely unlikely. He has never made any difficulty in placing rotainers at 
‘our disposal—for instance, in the cases of Captain Knox, Mr. Lorimer, and Lientenant 
Gabriel. He gave them whatever they wanted in the matter of servants with the 
utmost readiness, 

(G) The reaults of Sheikh Mubarak’s visit to Mohammerah,—Please corapare with 
this statoment of Mr, Crow's Agent tho report sont moe by Mr, Gaskin, and forwarded 
with my letter, dated tho 80th August, to tho Governmont of India. 800 also my 
‘earlier letter, dated the 13th ik Judging from the attitude of both Sheikha, when 
I tod them at Sheikh Khagal's Palace at Faelieh on the 11th July, I am much 
more inclined to accept Mr. Gaskin'’s version as the more probable one. As to 
‘the reference to the Bahrein incidents, { am disinclined to place any reliance on the 
informant’s statements, Anglophobes, like Goguyer and Mahomed Abdul Wabab, 
‘will inovitably enilenvour to make capital out of any action of the British authorities 
in the Gulf whioh thoy can possibly manipulate for their own purposes ; but,as {ar as 
Sheikh Mubarak ix concerned, I have always from the beginning discussed Babrein 
affair with him with the wtmost freedom for two reasons—firstly, that he might have 
full partioulits of the facts and of our intentions ; and, secondly, that I might have his 
Assistance nd co-operation in reforming Sheikh Has. 

attach a copy of a letter which I received from him after the conclusion of the 
Bahrein operntions, in reply to a request from me to give me his kind offices with 
Sheikh Esa, who thought a good deal of his opinion, Sheikh Mubarak’s reply speaks 
for itself, 

7.) * Vanhos" is doubtlea intended for “ Wonekhans,” the name of the German 
merebant now in Bushire. Herr Bahnson, Assistant to Herr Wonckbaus, crossed over 
to Koweit by the steam-ship “Goalpara™ while I was there on the 19th September, 
and came to sce me on landing, He said his principal had sent him over to see if 
there ware auy openings for trade, : 

When. in conversation with Mubarak Inter on, I mentioned Herr Bahnson’s 
arrival. Sheikh Mubarak, in reply, volunteored the remark that he had not seen 
Bahnson yet, but had no desire to have Germans in the place. I had no conversation 
with Assistant Surgeon Daud-ar-Rahman ing the German's arrival, but in the 
Agency diary for the week ending the 22nd September he reported, with reference to 
Herr Bahnson, that the Sheikh apparently “declined to give him permission to open 
any German concern in Koweit 

Thave heard nothing, nor could the Senior Naval Officer obtain any information, 
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of the expected advent of German engincers, or of the presence of their servant, 
Probably the statement is founded on Herr Bahnson's visit only, or perhaps the intter 
miy hing of the sort in onder to further his own business, but I 
doubt this 

(8) The doings of the Armenian Agent of the British India Steum Navigation 
Compeny at Koweit—Captain Knox is well acquainted with this man. I do not 
remember his saying anything against him, The Koweit Agency Head Clerk has 
been in Bushire Intely, and while here has roceived Koweit newsletters from 
‘Mr. Khachick, and the latter may be sending the same to Mr. Zeytoon, the 
British-protected merchant of Bushire. I will draw the Political Agent's attention 
to this. 

G.) Goguyer, whom Mr. Crow's informant refors to as “Russian spy," is woll 
Known to Government, He is now in Bahrein 

4 I think the Government of India will agree that the foregoing observations 
tend to show that some of the statements of Consul Crow's informant are so ill-founded 
‘as to make it impossible to place much eredence on any portion of it. In fac 
to me like the work of some one with @ personal animus against the Sheiki, whose 
desiro is sitoply to make mischief between Sheik) Mubarak and ourselves.’ That, 

is 8 personal impression, which may be quite wrong, 
in view of the cautious and non-committal policy which we are obliged to 
in tho treatment of Sheikh Mubarak and his affairs, the Intter ix obliged some« 
times to hedge” in onder to discount the oppression of the Turks.and frankly admite 
it: but though T have been in close touch with him sinee Captain Knox went an leva, 
T iuve sen no reason whatever to doubt his gencral good faith in his relations with 
‘win the fact, quite contrary, 

In any ease, Captain Knox will be back now in x fow days, and. it will be onsy 
for him to noties nnd gauge any change of attitade which ho may find in tho Sheikh, 
Dut I vory muclf doubt if anything of the sort existe, and meanwhile I hopo that the 
Confidential roport forwarded by His Britannic Majesty's Consul, Bussorali, snay be 
rogarded With tho caution which! on the fave of i, Svaccms to require, 

6.1 sve not especially alluded in the foregoing paragraphs to Inclonure 3 
(Mr. MeDouall’s letter to mo, dated the 80th September), E merely forwant a copy of 
it ns it is interesting to note what a widely different picture is suggested therein, 
compared to that presented in the accompaniment to Consul Crow's despatoh of the 
same date. 

‘A copy of this letter haa been sont to Hin Britannic Majesty's Consul, Bussorah, 


Inclosure 2 in No. 58. 
Consul Crow @ Sir N; O' Conor. 


Hussorah, September 30, 1905, 
I HAVE the honour to transmit herewith a copy of a report of confidential 
nature which I have reosived regarding the affairs of Koweit, dealing with the 
alleged arrangements for a postal service between Bussorah and Hasse vik, Koweit, 
‘and the establishment of an Ottoman postal official at Koweit. ‘The report also draws 
‘attention to the proposed visit of German engincers to make a railway survey, and to 
the Sheikh of Koweit’s growing Anglophobe tendencies. T havo sent a copy to 
Bushire. 


Inclosure 3 in No. 58, 


Report regarding the Affairs of Koweit, 


AFTER some communication with the Vali the Sheikh of Koweit has guaranteed 
the safety of the Turkish post from Bussorah to Koweit and from Koweit to Hasan, 
He seems to have said that be is quite ready to give any help the Turks may require 
‘The contractor for the post intends taking the post from Koweit to Hassa by motor- 
carriages, but awaits the Vali's consent to this. At present arrangements aro made 
fo carry the post by camel. In fact, everthing is ready, and be only awaits the Vali's 
return to order the postoffice here to give him the letters for Hassa by land. ‘The 
contractor now takes the post hy sea. he post contractor presented the Ieters 
of the vilayet to Mubarak, the latter is stated to have said that he was very glad to 
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make it easy for the post to Hasta, and that, as he belonged to the Turkish dominions, 
bbe was in every way bound to sorve and obey the Sultan rather than another, ‘The 
contractor was instructed by the Vali to remain at Koweit asa Turkish official. His 
name js Abdur Rahman. 

‘Sheikh Mubarak proposes to levy harbour duties on. all steamers anchoring at 
Koweit. ‘The “Turkestan,” “ Baluchistan,” and "Lotus" were lately at Koweit. 

1 The Sheikh was quite annoyed at seeing them there. ‘The Sheikh has increased the 

2 customs duty and the tax on property to onable him to pay off the English loan and 

3 to free himself. When the “ Redbreast " visited Koweit on her way to Bussorah the 
son of Mubarak seoms to have said that, as there was no Consul or anybody else there, 
what business had the man-of-war to come. Did they do so in order to inquire about 
the arrangements for the post with the Turks ? 

4 Mubsrak’s Turkish flag is only hoisted when any steamer is in sight, and lowered 
when it leaves; otherwise the fag is not flown. 

5 Tho Sheikh has given express orders against Koweitis engaging themselves as 
servants to the English, 

Teis said in Roweit that the Russian line of steamers will touch there. People 
Jing to purchase skins and hides speak of the Russian goods as being cheaper than 
nglish, 

6 Since theShoikh's visit to Sheikh Khazal of Mobammerah, and since the Babrein 
incident, Mubarak seems to bo dead against the English, and does not speak well of 
them, 

7 hore is a native agent for the German firm of Vanhos [vic] there. ‘This firm 
hus agents at Habroin, Lingah, and Bushire, It is said they will give their goods 
to the German African line, which, it is alleged, will come ap the Gulf some day. 
‘At prosont somo German cogineers are expected in Koweit from Bombay, and a 
tervnut of thoies has actually arrived to make arrangements for thom daring their 
tay. Tho engineers will apparently come to inquire into the possibilities of making 
a railway. 

3 ihicre is a monn named Khachik, wn Armenian, Agent for Messrs. Gmy, 
Mackenzie, and Co, This man is taking w lead in given news to Koweit people, 
‘and is always against the English and favourable to the Kussians. He takes papers 
into the colfeo-shops, saying he Is reading from the “Times” of India, but he really 
reads from somo Armenian papor, Ho ix in correspondence with Zeytoon of Bushire, 
‘an Armenian, who in ue communicates with the Customs at Bushire. The Agent, 
Khachik, is much occupied in writing to him and to other places, ‘Two of his letters 
vere sea by Mubarak aud scat to Dunder Abbas for translation. eon 

faji All, the Agent for Goguyer, the Russian spy, also gots and supplies 
information, and spends lot of mony over it, He sends his reports to ‘Maskatand 
Goguyer himself is expected shortly. 
“Mathos Eifondi, the dismissed Dragoman of the Consulate, has, it appears, asked 
Mubarak to write to Lord Curzon to take him back into the English service, and 
promises to give Mubarak any information he requires. 


Tnclosure 4 in No. 55. 


tem of News from Hie Britannic Majesty's Consal, Mohammerah, dated 
September 80, 1905. 


I HEAR from a man who is in communication with Kowsit, that Sheikh 
Mubarak is vory unpopular, and some of the men there are in communication with 
Bin Brahim, "1 is expected that, on the rotura of the Turkish arms from Motioe, » 
‘Turkish force will encamp between Riad and Koweit to prevent Abdul Aziz bin Saud 
from supporting Mubarak, and Bin Brahim will arrange for foros of Monti and 
others to attack Koweit in connection with a rising in favour of one of the 
nephews, 

‘Bin Brahim has left Dura, but it is not known where he is; ho has a force of 
100 men as watchmen" at Daura. 

'T, of course, eannot vouch for the truth of this, but thought it worth reporting, 
‘and am also giving it to Orow. 
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Inclosure 5 in No. 58. 
‘Major Coz to Commander Bowman. 


z Bushire, October 1, 1908 

I HAVE the honour to attach, for your information, purport of two tel 
received by me jut ow from ‘His Britannic Majesty's Gaal nesathe coe 

2. The subject of the first one is of immediate importance, and the Government 
oe aia abr ate impriane n he Goverment 
in cotssnbiest of the second is likewise of importance, i Mr. Crow’ information 

Thave the honour to request therefore that, instend of procesding to Habrein th 
afternoon as arranged, you will bo good enough ta proceed to Kowa nnd terion 
Sheikh Mubarak on mj bebalf, and ascertain from hiin— 


(1.) What truth there is in. the report contained in the 

tty scan She ee: report contaiod te: foto he, ttnchal 
(2) Whether he or Assistant-Surgeon Dand-ur-Rahman Khan hi ch 

any information eparding the reported Caveat of Gormana, ts Sve Teosived 


Tam inclined to think that the report is based an the fn i 
anes in Mahrein of 3. Woneki visited Kowelt Inst wosk to tages ins the 
pects of trade there. ntlemin, howe again 
mks open hin do ,fentlemsin, however, left again nt once, as the Sheikh 
3. In speaking to the Shoikh in regani to (1), you would simpl 
aaa at tye gece sr wei se a 
you to call and ask him what trath there was in the report, and that f havo little 
doubt there is none, as he said nothing to me about it when L saw him ton days ago. 
If it appears from what he sayx that there is foundation for the report, please say 
as from yourself that you feel suro I shall wonder a good deal at his not mentioning 
it to moor asking my advice; and that you yourself wonder at his not doing 40, You 
might add also casually ns from yourself, and with tho reservation that you were only 
Geiresing rear pononal opilon, that te would probably find it very inconvenint to 


ave any Turkish official in Koweit, even though ostensibly only a subordinato of the 


4 If the 


Inclosure 6 in No. 58. 
Commander Bowman to Major Cox. 


8 Bushire, October 4, 1906, 
WITH reference to your Confidential letter, dated the Ist Octo! 1, T ha 

the honour to ‘inform you that T arsived at Kowelt ut 6 ra, on the Tere 

avin on me Bt once to the Shiekb, who agreed to receive me next morning 
21 landed then, and, after some conversatic 

pe hen, an ion on other matters, I 

informed sy that aT was crulsing in the Gulf, you bad asked me to see him and find 
@) A that ho had entered into a private arrangement wi 

Bussorah for the conveyance overland, h it, of the Panne 

the contacter was tobe extablibod a Rowell san olidal of Go Oi oce 

‘i 2 ee ioc ere expect at Kowelt with 
v 





70 


3, With reference to (1), I informed the Sheikh that you did not think it could 
be correct as he had told you nothing about it when he saw you about ten days ago. 

His answer was that about cight oF nine months ago, when he bad an interview 
with the Vali of Bussorab at Satwan, the Vali had then asked him to assist him in 
getting the post through from Bussorah to Hassa. Ho then told the Vali he would 
Beither interfere with him nor help him, that he would take no responsibility in the 
matter, and that the Vali and Mutessarif of Hass must make their own arrangements 
About ‘the tails. About ten days ago the contmetor came to the Sheikh from 

and asked the Sheikh’s permission to send a ropresentative to Koweit to 

‘of the postal arrangements, ‘The Sheikh told him that he would have 

nothing to with the matter. (his happened before his interview with you, but, be 
says, he did not think it of saficient importanee to mention.) 

‘He absolutely denied that there was any truth in the report that » Turkish 
postal offlcial had been or would be established at Koweit, and was very emphatic on 
this point 

Fe aiso professed great loyalty to the British Gorernment, ander whose protection 
bho said his affairs wore prospering. 

‘4. With reganl to (2), he said nothing about M. Bahnson's visit, but told me 
positively that no German engineers had been there lately, and he know nothing about 
any being expected 

He promised if he beard anything further about eithor of these questions he 
‘would at once report it 

. I thanked the Sheikh for the frank way in which he had answered my 
guestons, gd Od hin, vas ture you would be glad Yo hear of hs denial of both 
Report. Tle roqueated me to convey his compliments to you, and asked him not to 
frouble about having my visit returned, as I intended sailing before noon, (Ee had 
‘ont his brother to rotvien the Commanding Officer of “ Redbroaat’s " call.) 

6. Talso hind a short interview with Assistant Surgeon Daud-ur-Rahman Khan, 
who told me ho tind heard nothing of any Germans, exeopt Mf. Bahuson having been 
there, nor of any expected to come, 

. Aw Tahould not have been able to enter the Shatt-el-Arab till today at 3 vat, 
Tcamo stmight down here instead of proceeding to Fao to telegraph, as T can thus 
five you a fuller roport in sborter time. 


Inclosure 7 in No. 58. 


Sheikh Mubarak to Major Cos. 


(After compliments) March 12, 1905. 


"ZOU hand writion about Sheikh Bas-l-Khalifab, and as to his having communica 
tions and friendship with me. Yes, but { do not approve of his conduct, because he 
ruins himself and his name, aod be iy, thorefore, exposed to danger. 

T'war delighted by. your kindness and the’ good graces of the high Government 
that the incident passed him easily, and an example of warning was set for him, 
which ix due to your kindness towards him. I have always prevented him from 
Yoing what is not desirable for him. In the first place, 1 had requested him to 
adh ister to be kind to the inhabitants, whether merchants or others, 
Contiaue his infereoure with them, not allow the Cadi, whom be bad appointed, 
to act in that mannor, be careful about the Cadi's decisions, prevent his sons, 
nephows, and relatives from being proud and tyrannical, and to discontinue what is 
uncalled for, 

Ho is quite at caso, and his interests ary safeguarded by your kindness. 

Retinues are not necessary, exeept for serring the bousebold. Bedouins are not 
necessary, nor are the inbabitants of Kate. I have also told bim to keep in good 
order his town culti ion snd houses, and insure the safety of the people and their 
propertios, and that by this meads he will romain at ease, his prosperity will increase, 
fe will derive cicny other benetits, continue his good name, and, further, it will cause 
you to be satis. 

[ have also explained to him that you had kept him at ease on an island which is 
murrounded by the sea, and. protected him against every accident. 


m 


It is therefore desirable for him to change his conduct, but he will heneeforth do 
no act contrary to your wishes. You haye not neglected in his caso, and this is a kind 
warning given to him. 

We had already written him a letter, and we will write to him again. Inshallsb, 
he will sct upon our letters. I shall remind him of my first letter to him, and he will 
understand that my advices are correct. 





No. 59, 
Sir N, O'Conor to the Marquess of Lansdowne—(Received December 2.) 


(So. 199.) 

(Telegraphic) P, Constantinople, December 2, 1906. 
KOWEIT. 
Mr. Townloy’s despoteh No. 78 of the &ist January. 
Havo received following telegram, No, 88, from Consul, Bussorah 


 Nbdul Axis, Sheikh of Koweit's Agent, was released on Monday last by Vali and 
sont 10 Koweit. [have no details at prosent, but appareatly he went on some special 
service 





No, 60. 
Sir N. O'Conor (0 the Marquess of Lansdowne —(Reosived December 4.) 


(No. 840.) 
My Loni, Constantinople, November 27, 1905 

WITH reterence to my immediately preceding despateh, i have the honour to 
forward to your Lordship herewith copy of a despatch from His Majesty’ Consul at 

dah, cont wuarterly report on the economic and adiminixtrative situation In 
the Hejaz and Yemen Vilayets 

T have, £0. 
(Signed) | -N. B, O'CONOR, 


Inclosure 1 in No, 60, 


Consul Devey to Sir Ny O'Conor 
(No. 107.) 
ir, Jeddah, October 1, 1908. 
L HAVE the honoar to submit a report on the state of Hejaz and Yemen for the 
quarter ended the 30th September, with two inclowures, 


re, be. 
(Signed) -G, P. DEVEY. 


Inclosure 2 in No, 60. 


Report on the Economic and Administrative Condition of the Hejax Vileyet for the Quarter 
‘ended September 30, 1905, 


‘The Sherifate—The death of his Highness the Grand Sherif Aswan Rafik was the 
event of most moment dering the past three months, No successor to the office of the 
‘Amaret-i-Jelile has yet been appointed, and local expectancy is still on the rack. It hind 
been at first anticipated that Sherif Abdillah would be immediately nominated, bat when 
these hopes fell short of fruition. those interested in the matter felt confident that the 
Sultan would be pleased to make a selection upon the anniversary of his thirticth acces- 
tion | As this alk did mot take place, ti thought key Ua this dgeity may now be 
awarded upon His Majesty's birthday, 14th Shaban (15th October). 

forward herewith some remarks by Vieo-Consul 8, M. Hussain on the subject of 
the Sherifate, and will only observe that. the conduct of the business of the Sherifate 
during the last twelve weeks by Ali Pasha bas given much satisfaction ; the changes 
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made by him in respect of his representatives hare been all for the good. Bedouin 
affairs have received careful and prompt attention, and the measures of simple justice 
or custom-law practised at Mecca have obtained Arab public approval. ‘The Hejaz 
roads have been safe, except for one instance of rapine, when the Moabbad tribe with 
other outlaws attacked a caravan from Jeddah for Mecca and snatched some forty or 
fifty camels in the last week of August ; most of the goods stolen on this occasion were, 
ovever, recently recovered and restored. ‘The absolate safety of the Tayif road was 
remarked immediately after the death of the late Grand Sherif. 

Yemen—The progress and subsiding of the Yemen revolt has been reported in 
detail by His Majesty's Viee-Consul for Hodeidah, but one may remark that tho Turkish 
successes have been more complete and more rapid than was xt first expected, and this 
may be ascribed in great part to Ahmed Feizi Pasha’s care and prudence and fore- 
sight, ‘There seems to be no intention of withdrawing the Marshal from Yemen for 
the present, 

Assir— Referring back to my despatch No. 64 of the 10th June (and also No. 82), 
the seditious movement which was growing in Assir, and to meet which large ‘Turkish 
forces were moved up from Hodeidah, received a severe blow in July by the capture or 
death of the two brothers of Sheikh Ahmed-bin-Ais, since which there bas been no 
fighting to speak of, but merely military marches throagh the country. About three 
weeks ago this Sheikh made a bumiliated appeal to the generosity and clemency of the 
Sultan through the medinm of the Hejaz Vali, but, in spite of his “ana dakhilak, 
Ahmed Ratib Pasha was not disposed to listen favourably to his tale of ill-treatment and 
accunations against the military authorities, Tis conduct had been openly seditious, and 
largely inapired by the fall of Sana, and the deliberation of the Turkish advance in June 
and July to repair that Joss, ‘The appointment of Ferik Emin Pasha was a wise measure 
‘and affords a guarantec that the Ottoman Government means to establish and maintain 
bettor order in Awir, 

Nejd.—Very little bas been beard from Nejd during the last six months. When 
Ahmed Feiai Pasha wax appointed in May to the Yemen command he was far away 
from either Hayil or Kassim, and the message took some fifteen days in reaching his 
Excellency, ‘The chiet resulta of his mission would seem to be baving brought 
Ton Rashid into clover relations and a surer degree of sabjection to Turkey; and I 
understand that about 2500 troope remain in his province, Raids continue, and 
thore is little seeurity in Central Arabia, but no fighting on any extended scale, Some 
of the higher-class merehants have given up their residence in the towns of Riadh and 
‘Oneyan and emigrated. 

Aden.—In & recent report T made a brief mention of the Aden frontier 
question, which was adequately settled some two months ago, ‘This watter did not 
tract very much notice, I believe, here, although several months ago it did provoke 
etiticism and perbajs some apprehension that, as a recent article in a weekly journal 
vaguely indicates (vide Inclosure 3), Great Britain might be tempted to extend her 
sphere of influence. In respectful rejoinder might be applied the words of Major- 

jeneral Sir J. F. Goldsmid (under date 6th October, 1506), suggesting to those 
representing Europe (albeit on the enst coast of the Red Sea) 10 be "content to cast 
aanide the not always patriotie ways of a selfish conventional diplomacy, and to assist in 
working out the welfare of the once renowned country? to which the arey accredited.” 
‘The recent punishment of pirate eraft in the neighbourhood of Hodehlal, enforeed in 
the presence of His Majesty's ship “Fox,” hus created much sore feeling, and will 
porbaps not conduce eventually to promote British interests as viewed from a higher 
standpoint than that of mere immediate and local concerns, 

Hejaz—In this province itself, as compared with surrounding ones, relatively 
perfect’ peace has prevailed for the last three months ‘The roads have been safe as 
hove remarked, and unusually so, Only the Devi-Hassan pirates continue to give 
trouble occasionally, as reported again recently. ‘The shocking punishment that befell 
them (vide No. 64 of the 7th May) was correctly stated. ‘The bilter feuds of coastal 
tribes have been commented on in previous correspondence, as also the savage behaviour 
of the black slave seamen of some of these sambuks. 

Vilayet Revene—L have been endeavouring lately to obtain information as to the 
revenue and expenditure of this province, but details are not yet to hand. A 
considerable number of recruits arrived Intely to serve here, and timo-expired men 
ace to be paid off very soon and sent home, bat there is litle ready money for the 
Purpose. 

* = Throagbout the whole of the winstesnth the Powers here been 
Rocha tft 
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Hejaz Reilway—The Hejax railroad continues to make satisfactory progress. 
Nominally voluntary contribations are still exacted from pilgrims for this work, of whom 

3 yps 6,000. or 7.0001. per anna ¥ 

there is now again a serious intention of uniting Yembo 

communication (eide No. 4 of the th January, 1902), and 

ing established between Medina and Yembo; ths Mecca itself may soon 

be put in direet land communication with the north as well as by submarine cable. 

Wireless telezraphy, it is asserted, already exists between Rhodes and 'Tripoli of Africa, 

and it might well tried in the Hejaz, and across from Jeddah to Port Soudan in 
due time. 

Pilgrimage Prospects —Pilztimage prospects are good. Already some 8,000 Javanese 
and Malays have arrived. A big influx from Exypt is promising again, a3 also large 
numbers from India. On all sides shipping fares are falling through over-competition, 
hich also gives an impetus to trade, Naturally fewer pilgrims trom the Caucasus of 
by the Trans-Caspian Railway are expected, but the total is likely to be au unusually 
high one, and ships for their conveyance plentiful. % 

Rein—Rain during the last few weoks was fairly abundant both in Hejas and in 
several parts of Yemen, ‘Thero arc signs of a more sufficient supply than has been the 
caso for ton years past. ‘This should help to keep the Bedouins less turbulent. But in 
the meantime Hejaz sheep and batter are still xcarce, and are even now being importod 
again from Soakin. Whilst, on account of the Yemen revolt and famine, this town 
and neighbourhood are full ‘of rofugees from those parts, and some are even said to 
have been reduced to selling mombers of their families as tlaves through extreme 
indigence. 

Yemen Trade.—The ehief exports from Yemen are three only— 

1. Coffee, whieh trade is falling to a very perceptible degree through causes beyond 
control : 5 

2. Bk hides, of which the increased export argues the squandering of eapital 
and greater poverty of the province ; and 

3. Millet, which, from being an article of export, has, during tho last fow years, 
been gradually passing into the category of imports ic 

‘Frese facts are sloquoct, and wben quiet and_order rvign again in Yemen the 
‘anthorities should hasten to remedy oven in assisting the agriculturist, In other 
ways, too, something might be done to develop the resources of this unfortunate district 
by encouraging the pearl and pearl shell fisheries, and perhaps supplement this by 

noting © search for sponges, which are known to be found between Lecth anid 


‘jez ‘Trade—Trade in general, and more especially with India, continues very 

. No fresh suggestions can be made for bolstering up the petty export 

trade of Hejaz, but investigations might be institated as to the product of unis and 

resins of these regions (a autject in which India is interested), were there any in Turkey 
uaifed to make prctial an aceutie rears in botany. 

Speaking of tmde items, ns the total disuppearance of American petroleum from 
this market was noted in my recent Annual Report No. 3483, 1 may montion that a 
steamship bas just arrived trom New York bringing 42,000 cases again, besides 
consigaments for other Red Sea porte The very poor quality of “ Régie tobacco and 
cigarettes sent to Hejaz and Yemen might also be noticed; in Egypt a better quality 
‘ean be obtained at lowor prices, “ra 

‘The local custom-house continuo to inflict various petty restrictions and annoyances 
affecting (endo, similar to those to which attention is directed in the ‘Trade Report for 
Constantinople (A.S,), but as, upon the whole, their business is transacted fairly and 
rapidly, it would be undesirable to insist overmuch on these defects, 

Indemnities Peid.—All matters of payment of indemnity have been vettled at this 
Consulate, with two trifling exceptions, viz., claims of Yakub Suliman and Rabmet 


Ullaty Ismail, 
(Signed) G. P. DEVEY, 
‘His Britannic Majesty's Consul, 
Jeddah, October 12, 1905. 
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Inclosure # in No. 60. 


Memorandum. 


IT ig now about three months since the late Grand Sharif Aun-er-Raik Pasha 
breathed his last, and still the question of his succession remains unsettled. Rumours, 
‘4s usual, have always been current here of the appointment and departure of Abuilla 
Pasha from Constantinople, but have always proved incorrect. In the last week of 
Septeraber some of the influential people of this town predicted that the appointment of 
‘Abdilla Pasha to the Amarat-i-falila was fo take pice on the 2th of that month, which 
ate corresponded with the Miraj Bairam, and on that day telegraphic information to 
that effeet was expected every moment, but this time also expectation ended in 
disappointment. 

‘On the 28th ultimo information was received from a trustworthy source that a 
telegram was received by the Vali from His Majesty the Sultan, in which, after 
expressing His Majesty's satisfaction and pleasure towards Ahmed Ratib Pasty, opinion 
was asked as to the fitness, or otherwise, of Sharif Abdilla Pasha for the post of the 
Amarot of Mecea. A long telegraphic reply wax sent by his Excellency showing reasons 
against the fitness of Abdilla Pasha on the following grounds :— 

1, The advanced age of Sharif Abdilla Pasha and h icate health, 

2. His long absence from Hejaz and losing touch with the tribal affairs of the Arabs, 

Altored conditions of Hejaz and the increased tarbalence of the tribes. 
hile, at the name timo, other reasons were advanced giving preference to Sharif 
Ali Boy and showing desirability to hix permanent appointment, 

‘Another tologram was received two days later by his Excellency, again aswaring 
Abmed Ratib Pasha of the good-will of His Majesty towards hi nd asking his 
further opinion on the uppotubont of Sharif Abdilla Pasha, taking r 
hia vencrable age. In reply of this telegram, his Excellency has wired ¢ 
‘moro to say on the subject and that be will submit to the decision ot Hix Majesty on 

‘matter. From the above-mentioned telograms it appears that Hix Majesty is quite 
fatinfied with the services of Abmed Ratib Pasha ia Hejan, but he is inelined to give 
the Amarat of Mecoa to Abdilla Pasha, Nothing hax been heard 
expectations are now fixed on the 16th instant, on which day falls the bi 
Majesty the Sultan, and possibly a decision may be announced on that day. 

In the meantime, Sharif Ali Boy is ably carrying on the duties of the Amarat-i- 
Jalils, the roads in tho country aro quite safe, and uo tribal disturbances hare heen 
heard of in thene days, | have been informed on good authority that most of the 

wwndino robbed on the Jeddah-Mecca Road by Moabbad tribe in the month of 
‘August last has beon returnod and reatored to tho owners. Sharif Ali Boy hax warned 
‘he Moabbad tribe that he would not allow any disturbanees on the roads in future and 
that the remaining loot must be returned or paid for within « limited time by the 
Moahbad tribe, otherwise the tribe should blame itself for the panishment that will be 
intlicted on it, which may amount to one man for each bag of rice plundered and 
romaining tntestored, 

‘As {nv as Thave beon able to gather from the fedouins and the townspeople, 1 
find that everybody is satisfied with the administration of Ali Pasha, vard 
dealings and even-handed justice, and, above all, by his pervonal qualities of refinement 
‘and politeness 

Kost of the people in Mecca and Jeddah think that, even if Abdila Pasha was 
‘appointed Amir of Mecca, he will depend for disebarging his functions on Sharit Ali Boy, 
in whom he has full confidence, and 1 have been assured that till now Sharif Ali Bey is 
‘on extremely good terms with his unele, Abdilla Pasha, ‘1 

may be permitted to correct an error in despatch No. 85 of this Consulate, 
Sharif Fittin, tho prosont Sharit Katmakam at Mecea, is father-in-law of Sharif Ali 
Bey, not bin son-in-law. And 1 find also that Sharif Abdulmajid, who had been the 
Amarat Kaimakam for four years, though be oad been in favour of the late Grand Sharif, 
‘had been dealing with the Badouins and Mecea people in extremely high-handed manner, 
‘and the'efore he ia disliked by the whole population of Hgjaz, except his own tribe of 
Abadila Ashrafs 

Sharif Fittin wns Amarat Katmakam for more than c. ybt years, from 1494 till he 
was replaced by Sharif Abdultoajid in 1902. 

Several caravans ofthe Macea and Jeddah people who visited Medina in the month 
of Rajab havo roturned safely and report the perfect aafety of the roads. 

(Signed) 8, MOHAMMED HUSSAIN, 

October 10, 1905. 


75 


Ociober 19.—At 830 on the evening of Friday, the 13th instant, a telegram 
came from Constantinople to his Excellency the Vali announcing the Tradé Sanich 
bestowing the rank of Vizaret on Sharif Ali Pasha and appointing his Highness the 
Grand Sharif of Mecca, 
ty ailits cxPeeiations were brought to an end, and general satisfaction is expressed 

T have heard to-day, from an oficial source, that Sharif Sadi Bey, the grandson of 
the late Grand Sharif Abdulmuttalib, lately presented a laiba” to THis Majesty the 
Sultan re eating bs im oe Bas years ago Sharif Abdilla Pasha once made & 
sermon to be read in the Mosque of St. Sofia, where he was himself prosent, and after 
it was finished Sharit Abdilla offered bis hand to be ised by all the audisnee, whieh 
‘showed his ambition for the Khilafat, and therefore he is not a fit person to be appointed 
Amir of Meces, This was dove by Sharif Sadik Bey to advance the cause of the 
family of Abdulmattalib, thinking the possibility of Amarat of Mecca being given to 
Haidar Pasha or himself, and thus bringing the Amarat back to the family of 
Abdulmuttalib. ‘This might possibly have biased the mind of the Sultan from Abdilla 
Pasha, and, instend of proviog usoful to Abdalmuttalib’s family, gave moro woight 1 
‘he proposals of Ahmed Ratib Pasa and hastened the appointment of Sharif Ali Pasha 
‘es Grand Sharif, 

8M. i 


No. 61, 


‘Sir N. O'Conor to the Marquess of Lansdowne.—(Received December 4.) 


(No, 843.) 
iy Lond, Constantinople, November 27, 1906, 

_ WITH reference to your Loniship’s despatch No. 301 of the Slst ultimo, 
inclosing copies of correspondence reocived throagh the India OMico from the 
Government of India respenting tho pimoles committed by Ahmod-bin-Selman in 
tho Persian Gulf, and inquiring whether I had. received ‘any reply to my Intost 
representations on’ the subjoot, I have the honour to inclose a copy of a note verbale 
athioh I sont to tho Turkish Ministry for Foreign Affairs on the 10th September last. 

1 tare ascertained by inquiry at the Porte tht it hae been decided to refer 
thir communication to tho Vali of Busarah, and some time must therefore lapse 
before I receive any definite reply, but I will see that there shall be no unnecosary 


delay. 
T have, &e, 
(Signed) N. R, O'CONOR, 


Inclosure in No. 6) 
Note Verbale. 
(No. 70.) 


WITH reference to His Majesty's Embassy's note verbale of tho 18th Septomber, 
1904, on the subject of the pirucies committed near Katif by the notorious pirate, 
‘Abmed-bin-Selman, His Majesty's Embassy bas the honour to inform the Sublime 

consequence of further complaints from the Goverument of Iniia, it 

fo his Excellency the Minister of the Interior on the 

pointing out that, in spite of orders sent from the Sublime 

Feta, the plales"iad wot been arrotted, though the place of thelr conosstict 

was well known, and asking for an assurance that immediate measures might be 

faken to capture the offending parties, especially Ahmed-bin-Selman, and that the 

value of the plundered property, amounting to 9,042 rupeos, should ‘be restored to 
the victims. 

‘Hix Majesty's Embassy understood that orders were thereupon telegraphed to the 
Vali of Bassorah instruct to aot in conformity with this request, and they did 
not fal duly fo inform His Majesty's Gorernment of the assurances given to them by 
‘the Sublime Porte. 

His Majesty's Embassy regrets to state, however, that up to the present moment 
these assurances hare not only remained a dead letier, but that Abmed-bin-Selman 
has since committed two fresh acts of piracy. It appears that on the 25th and 
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‘26th June last ho and eight companions seiacd a Tarut fishing-boat in Rufea Bay, on 
the east of Tarut Island. ‘They compelled the crew of three men to work the boat, 
and sailed her to Pusht-al-Jarim, les north of Bahrein. 

Here they attacked a large hoat which had been sent out by a Bahrein merchant 
to buy pearls from the divers, and killed one man, mortally wounding another, who 
afterwards died, and seriously injuring two more. ‘They carried off the pearling-boat, 
together with the second son of the owner, and also pearls and cash to the value of 
several thousand rupees, % 

The British Agent at Babrein subsequently called on the Kaimakam of Katif 
and endeavoured to persuade lim to effect the pirates’ capture, but from later 
information it appears that the latter has not taken any efficacious measures with that 
object, 

7 Tinder thao cirournatances, His Majesty's Embassy is constrained once more to 
draw the serious attention of the Sublime Porto to this matter, and to request that 
Brompt measures iy bo take fo secure the punishment of the pirate chief and his 
‘associates, and that due compensation may bo paid to British subjects for the losses 
sustained by them in consequence of Abmed-bin-Selman's acts of piracy 
due to the supineness of the Ottoman authorities, and the failure of the Imperial 
Government to maintain proper police supervision in the Persian Gulf. 


‘Theropia, September 10, 1905. 
apa, Sep 





No. 62. 
Foreign Offce to India Offer. 


Sir, Foreign Office, December 6, 1905. 

TAM direoted by the Marquess of Lansdowne to acknowlalze the receipt of your 
otter of tho 28th ultimo, relative to the proposed loan to tho Sultan of Museat in 
counoetion with the roorganization of the Museat Custom 

T am to suggest, for the consideration of the Secrotary of Stato for Inulin, that it 
would be advisable that the question of a Ioan should not bo raised until after the 
conclusion of tho negotiations on which Major Grey and M. Laronce aro understood 
to be at present engaged with regant to carrying Into effect the recent Arbitration 
Award. 

Tam, &e. 
(Signed) P. H. VILLIERS, 





No, 63, 
Sir N. O' Conor la the Marquess of Lansdowne.—(Received December UL.) 


(io. 878) 
iy Lond, Constontinople, December &, 1908. 
WITH reference to my despatch No. $40 of the 15th May, inclosing a despatch 
from His Majesty's Consul-General at Bagdad, reporting the departure of a small 
force of Turkish infantry and artillery to Nasariye on tho Tigris to operate against 
Sadoun Pasha of the Munteflk, I have the honour to transmit herowith toy. 


Although the Vali claims t 
strongholds, and to have 


N. R. OCONOR, 
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624. 
Foreign Office to India Office, 


Sir, Foreign Office, December 9, 1905. 

WITH reference to my letter of the 14th August last, respecting the proposed 
further representations to be made to the French Government on the subject of tho 
trafic in arms in the Red Sea, I am directed by the Secretary of State for Foreign 
Affairs to transmit to you herewith, to be laid before Mr. Seorviary Brodrick, copios of 
further correspondence on the subject. * 

Owing to a delay on the part of the Ttatian Ambassador at Paris in oo-operating 

i His Majesty's Ambassador, the instructions contained in the despatch to 
Sir F. Bertie of the 24th July (inclosed in my letter of the 14th August) remained 
unacted upon until, in September, the French Government. sent an answer to the 
Joint representation mado in February. 

Tt will be seen that in this note, while denying the alleged dirvet traffle in arms 
from French territory, the French Government make no allusion to the export of arms 
from Jibuti to the Arabian coast for re-exportation to Africa, to which attention, hnd 
been drawn. 

‘The reply of the French Government was communicated to the Ttalian Changs 
4'Affaires, with a request that His Majesty's Government might be favoured with the 

* of the Ttalian Government in regant to the attitude adopted by the Pronch 

overnment, and the Italian Ambassador has now commtinicated to this I 
the nccompanying note (Inclosure 3), which tho Italian Governmont proposes to 
address to the Prenoh Government, 

gh it bad been intended that the British and Italian Ambassadors at Parin 

id renew their joint representations to the French Governinent, Mr, Brodick will 
observe that, in this note, the question is dealt with from a purely Ttalinn point of 

In ther circumstances Lord Lansdowne is of opinion that, before 
Sir F. Bertio to address a further note to M, Rouvior, it is desir 
information available should be collectel in rogard to the teaffio in arms, whether 
direct or indimeet, from Fronch territory, with speoial reference to ite effect upon the 
British possossions on t Past Afri coat in ordar that His Majouy’s Go " 
may be in position to lay before the French Government any tots in supporto 
thelr allegations which may be shoal = 

His Londship would therefore bo glad if His Majesty's Resident at Aden could bo 
instructed to furnish n report upon such fhots ax may have come to his knowledge 
relative to the export of arms to the Arabian coast 

Tam to add that the Colonial Office is being asked for a similar report from tho 
local authorities in Somaliland, 

Tam, &0. 
(Signed) F. H. VILLIERS. 





No. 62m, 
Foreign Office to Colonial Office. 


Sir, Foreign Offce, December 9, 1905, 

1AM directed by the Marquess of Lansdowne to transmit to you herewith, to bo 
Inid before Mr. Scorctary Lyttelton, copies of correspondence on the subject of the 
repression of the illicit traffic in arms in the Red Sea,t from which it will be seen 
that, in reply to the joint Anglo-Italian representation in Fobrunry last, the French 
Government have denied the existence of the traffic in question, affirming that the 
measures of provention adopted by the French local authorities are fully adequate to 
meet the necessities of the ease. 

In view of the unsatisfactory nature of the reply of the French Government, in 


St E. Wari, No. 37, Attica, September 15; to M. Caigmasi, Getoler 2; communicated 
‘M. Pansa, November 23, 190. ae on " 
LTHSé P. Beri, No 9, Afton, Jamanry 17; Se F. Bare, Ne. 8, lca, February 2; to Sir ¥ Bertin, 
cry Mle Rca 12 Se Se, My me 2 A Ta YB MP, al 
to SP etio, Ne My Africa July 34; Sir Fe Hern, No. M7, Abc Saplomber ay te Me Goat 
‘October 2; communicated by M. Pansa, November 23. 1905. = 
(1595) ue 
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Goreeament in a further representation at Paris. a 

3 the note which the Italian Gover tego 
of tions of His Majesty's Government. Nie 
a r. Lytte see no objection to this 


proposes to address to the 
th Ger bre this note the 
ie P. Bert 
able 
tte 
in support of the al 
Thm therefore to At, Lato 
at the British looal authorities in Somaliland 
fon the subject. 


{ to obtain a report from His 
m to add thi 
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‘nt Aden in regard to the export of em 
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Tnclosure in No; 63, 


Consul Crow to Sir N. OConor 
(No. 73) 
Sir, Bussorah, Notember 11, 19 

I HAVE the honour to report that the Vali retumed from Munteflk on the 

ind October. I called on his Excellency, and inquired the result of his Mission 

‘The Vali said that § had been much exaggerated. He had 
been accused of a ited, and many mistakes had been made, 
On a previous occasion tho Imperial pardon had been granted him, but he did. nek 
merit it. He was a troublesome man, and a source of unrest in the district, and the 
Wali had recommended that, unless he settled down, and abandoned his predatory 
habits, no clemency ought to be shown him, After a careful inquiry on the spot the 
Vali had come to the conslusion that Sodoun was a man of ‘no standing or importance, 
who bad taken advantage of his family name to collect a fow followers and tyrannige 
over a few tribes in Muntefik, and exact tribute from them to which he was net 
entitled. “Sadoun had now taken refuge from pursuit somewhere in the Syrian desert, 
and, in onder to bring him to his senses, the Vali stated that he hid stopped. the 
allowance which he received frem the Tmperinl Gove stored certain 
of his londs, so that he could derive no benefit from them hoped by thix 

ans to reduce him to mbmission, but ho did not satisfactory result, 
ight Sadoun was likely to give trouble, 

From other sources T hear that the Vali pursued Sadoun, and tried to catch him, 
but ho esenped into the desert that he soquostered property call given 
by the Sultan to Sadoun, and established the El Bodur tribes there, and left» cunt 
in the plac; that he destroyed four strongholds belonging to Sadoun, and removed 
provisions from them ; that ho exiled about ten persons, lessees of Government. lands, 
charged with mischief and corruption at Nasariyo; and that ho forced the Cadi of 
Nasariyo to resign by the somowhat dmstic method of placing him under guard in the 
sun until ho agreed to tender his resignation 

Aitor these acts the Vali left Nasariye, and returned to Bussorah, 

L have, &, 
(Signed) ¥. B. CROW, 





No. 64. 
India Offce to Foreign Office —(Received December \ 


rence to Sir E. Gorst’s letter of tho Gth ler-Secrota 
ents his compliments to the UnderSeoretary of Stato for Foncien 
of the Secretary of State, forwards herowith, for the infor- 
mation of the Secretary of Stato, copy of a wlogram to the Viceroy,’ dated the Tth 
December, relative to the proposed loan to the Sultan of Muscat 


India Office, December 11, 1905. 
Tnelosure in No, 6 


Mr. Brodrick to Government of India 
(Telegraphic) P. December 7, 1905, 
HUSCAT loan. Please refar to your Foreign Secrotary’s letter of the 21st October 
last to the Political Resident in Perwian Gulf. Ponding conclusion of the negotiations 
with regard to the recent Arbitration Award, it would not, in Lon Lagdow's 
opinion, be advisable that question of loan should be raised with the Sultan, 
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No. 65. 
India Office to Foreign Office —(Receited December 14.) 


8 i compliments to the Under- 
(TT Under-Secretary of State for India presents his compliments te 
Secretary, of State for Foreign Affair, and, by direction ot bs. Bose Morley, 
oratory with, for the information of the Secretary of State, copy of inclosure 
forwanls Morm'the, Foreign Seeretary to the Goverument of Indi, dated the 10th 
November, relative to tho visits of His Majesty's ships to Koweit. 


India Office, December 12, 1905. 
Se SSS 


Inclosure 1 in No. 65, 


Captain Trevor to the Government of India. 
Bushire, Octber 22,1908. 
: 7 Teh October, 1903, T have the 
IN confinnation of this Office letter dated the 7th Cetober, 1006, 1 have th 
Jionove to forward, for the information of the Government of Tndiay a copy of » lett, 
Han eet Tataut, ‘which T have received from the Olficer Commanding His 
Ma n M enying that he ever had any conversation with She 
Hae tak on tue rubpet of fie Majesty's aie visits to Kowet 
‘or Political Resident in the Persian Gulf), 
(ror ignel) - P. TREVOR. 


Sir, 


SS 
Inclosure 2 in No. 65. 
Lieutenant Commander Somercille to Major Cos. 


HLM.S, “ Redbrevst,” at Bushire, 
(Conf October 17, 1100. 
MAVITTHL reference to your letter of the 7th Octo T have the honour to 
infor yon that Tam unable fo cormborte the statement quoted here 
TT had. no conversation with Subarak's son. Ho was present dueing my 
intersiew ‘with his father, but sat at the other end of the room in which 1 was 
Frceived, nnd he took no part in the conversation 
‘3 My visit was returned by Mubarak’s brother, : 
vation complafned of was not made by anybody in my presence, 





No. 66. 


India Office to Foreign Office (Received December 14.) 
THE UnderSecretary of State for Kndia presents his compliments to the Under- 


ii eninge its ate 
oretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and by direction of Mr. Secretary Mor 

it lottor from the Foreign Secrotary to the Government of India, dated the 

‘November, relative to the attitude ‘of Sheikh Mubarak and the Turkish quthorities: 


towards Sadun Fasba Muntifik, 
India. Office, December 13, 1905, 


Inclosure 1 in 
Coptrin Treear to the Government of India. 


(Confidential) Buahie, October 21,1008, 
g: ‘our to forward, for the information of the Government of Indis, 
a coal a er yare received from Mr. Crow, His Majesty's Consul, 
8 cory regarding the attitude of Sheikh Mubarak of Koweit and the Turkish 
authorities towards Sadun Pasha Muntifik. 


——_— 
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Inclosure 2 in No. 66, 
Conzul Crow to Sir N. O'Conor. 


(No. 66, Confidential.) Bussorah, October 14, 1905. 
HE following is a translation of a telegram sent by the Sheikh of Koweit to the 
Vali of Bussorah dated 4th December (6th Shaban), 11) 


‘To Mukblis Pasha, Vali of Bussorab. 


“have received your telegram of 16th (20th) September. 
With the hands of obedience and sincerity about Sadun. You order not to lot 
him approach our neighbourhood or our tribes. We are sure and convinced that 
ne who opposes the exalted wishes will regret it, and that Sudun is regretting 
‘at once ordered all our tribes and all tribes in our neighbourhood not to 
im approach, but to repel him. Your sincere friend is ready to do everything 
which may do good and be of use to the Ottoman Government. 
“Your sincere friend, 
“ MUBARAK-ES.SUBAH. 

* Shaban 5." 

‘The Vali left Nussorah for Nasriyo on 18th September Inst, and has not yoe 
retumel. Lam informed that he is waiting there in oler to eaptur Sadun Praha, 
Who is still at large. It ix reported that, shortly after the Vali's nrrival at Nastiye, & 
collision took place between tho Bodour and Sadun's party, due to some dispute in 
regard to lands and taxation. ‘Tho Ottoman troops took no part in these hostilities, 
Sadun was defeated with the Ions, it is maid, of twenty men, and fled into the desert, 
‘Tho Vali attempted to follow him in person, but had to abandon the pursuit owing to 
the difficulties of the ground and lack of water. 


No. 67. 
ir N. O'Conor to the Marquess of Lansdowne.—(Received December 18.) 


(No. 890, Confidential.) 

My Lord, Constantinople, December 8, 1905, 
T HAVE the honour to forwant to your Loris swith @ Memorand 

the Dragomanate of Hit Majesty's Ruibassy, relating to the stato of affai 

Yemen. 


Inclosure in No. 67. 


Memorandum by Mr, Lamb, 
(No. 382. Confidential) 

IN a conyorsation which T lind to-lay with an influential Arab, the Inttcr depicted 
the present condition of the Yemen as deplorable. According to this authority, who 
is certainly in a position to be well informed, the Turks, since their recccupation of 
Sanaa, have mado no attempt to re-establish a civil administration. Feisi Pasha, who 
remains in solo command, has limited his efforts to dispatching punitive or miding 
expeditions into the country, right and left of his mnin positions, which have 

lundered and burned the villages, massacred the adult popalation, and carried off the 
female children into slavery. Io declares that at least, 10,000 of the inhabitants haye 
perished in this way at the hands of the troops, and that Arab girls from the Yemon 
‘are already arriving as slaves in Constantinople itself. 

Is conclusion, he declared thatthe Arab party. here considers tha it» only hope 
of obtaining s certain measure of justice and liberty lies in the intervention of 
England, though he admitted that, in the present condition of affairs at the Palace, 
there was little chance of such intervention being successful. 

(Signed) HARRY H. LAMB. 

Constentinople, December 8, 1905, 
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No, 


Sir N. O'Conor to the Marquess of Lansdowne.—(Received December 18.) 


(No. 902. Confidential.) 
My Lord, Constantinople, December 11, 1908. 

I HAVE the honour to forwand to your Lordship herewith copy of a ‘despatch 
from His Majesty's Consul at Bussorab relating to the condition of ‘Turkish troops in 
Central Arabia and the political situation there. 


L have, fe. 
(Signed) N. R. O'CONOR. 


Inclosure in No. 


Consut Crow to Sir N. O'Conor, 


(No, 75, Confidential.) 
Bir, Bussoroh, November 18, 1905. 

FROM information collected here, I learn that of tho troops who wont to 
Ghaskim Inst yoar many died of starvation and many deserted, Some forty fugitives 
reached Kowsit three Weeks ago in a pitiable plight. ‘Tho Sheikh provided them 
with clothing and money, bined a dhow for them, and sent them on to Hussorah, 

‘Two officers, Rosbid Bey, a Major, and Husni Bey, a Lia Colonel, left the 
troop in Ghamim and arrived recently in Bussorah. ‘The latter came by way of 
Koweit with about fifteen men. He is aid to be on his way to Bgypt. 

Order worn sont from Bagdad some weeks ago to Sudgi Pasha, in command of 
the troops in Ghamim, to discharge about 180 time-oxpired men, On checking the 
list it was found that of the 180 men only 18 remained, and the reat had died, 

It is stated that the soldiers in Ghaasim have received no pay, and that half the 
revisions sent from Medina wore looted by the Ambs on the way. The troops now 
ib. Ghassim aru said to numbor about 750, 

‘usni Boy seomns to have quarrolied with his commanding officer, Sudgi Pasha, 
tand to have left his pont without leayn. His account of the eofdition of the troops 
Conteal Arubia may be highly coloured, but ax regards numbers his version scoms to 
agree roughly with that given by the Sheikh Mubarak to the Political Agent at 
Kowvit 

‘he Ataident at Bushire has went ine a copy of a statement mado by Sbeith 

leseribing the political situation in the interior of Arabia 
‘The Sheikh’s account is as follows : 

Bin Reshid is not strong, even in Hail Hamood, his uncle, and brother of 

Mobamed-bin-Reshid, is in charge, and has lost four sons in the recent fighting, 

mes aro Maid, Salim, Mohamed, and Obeyd. Ho has sons left. ‘The 
eldest is Sultan, who ix at enmity with the rest of the family and lives at Jof. He has 
recently heen in corrmpondence with Sheikh Mubarak. 'The other two, Saoud and 
Feywul, aro with their thther Hamood in Hail. Abdul Asie-bin-Metasb, the Chief of 
the Bin Reshid family, has not resided at Hail for the last six years, but is constantly 
wandering in the 

‘The stato of tho town of Hail is deplorable. ‘The population consists of Bin 
Reshid's soldiors. ‘Tho residents, having no means of livelihood, have dispersed to 
other towns, selling their property to provide money for their journey. 

Abdur’ Rahman-bin-Feysul, the head of the Saoud family, ix at Riad. ‘The town 
‘and district re prosperous. ‘There is no truth in the story of a rising at Sedeyr 
‘againist Bin Saoud's power, 

‘hero are no Turkish troops or Turkish Representatives in Rind. Abdul Aziz-bin- 
Saond, theeldest son of Abdur Rabman, lies armed in Boregda. ‘There are fifty Turkish 
soldiers in Borogda, and thirty in Aneyza, hat no Turkish civil Representative. ‘The 
main body of the ‘Turkish troops is at Shebiyeb, five hours north-west of Boregda, 
They number 600, with eight guns, but are being constantly withdrawn. The 
originally numbered 7,000. ‘They are under the orders of a Ferik, Sadi Pasha. 
Ghassim is prosperous. No Turkish customs have been established, and caravans 
ome and go between Koweit and Nejd unmolested. 

Shoikh Mubarak states that the genoral situation in the interior is entirely 
satisfctory from his point of view and that of his friends of the Bin Saoud fection. 
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Captain Knox adds that none of Mubarak’s assertions hi 
says that the description of the Turkish troops sounds improbable. From a souree not 
usually favourable to Sheikh Mubarak, Captain Knox learns that Bin Saoud's people 

tely raided some tribes supposed to be well aifeoted to Bin Reshid, and that the 
Sheikh of Koweit remonstrated with Bin Saoud on the subject, pointed ont the 
impolicy of unprovoked aggression, and threatened to withdraw his favour if such 
lawless proceedings continued. 

T have, &e. 
(Signed) " F. E. CROW. 





No. 69, 


Sir N. O'Conor to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received December 18,) 
(No. 913.) 
Sir, Constantinople, December 12, 1905, 

I HAVE the honour to inform you that, according to information which I havo 
reecived. three torpedo-bast destroyers and two small cruisers of the Imperial Ottoman 
navy, bound, it is stated, for the Red Sea, passed out of the Golden Horn on the 
morning of the 4th instant. 

I bolieve these vessels are intended to act against the pirates in the Red Sea and 
Persian Gulf, whose proceedings have annoyed the Imperial Government since His 
Majesty's ship“ Fox" exacted reparation for the act of piracy against tho British 
Iarque “ Alwani " close to Hodoidah last Ootober. 

Thave, &e. 
(Signed) N. R, O'CONOR. 





